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MARIA de Lowrdes Pin-
tassilgo, Portugal's new
caretaker Prime Minister, is
a great talker, an impas-
sioned speaker, a woman of

at warmth, wide cultural
Interests, great vivacity —
and very much her own
woman.

“She i!aughs 2li the time, and is
genuinely interested in people
and their problems,” said grofgs'-
sor Thwyrh Phidp, Prolessor of
Education at Mucguarie Univer-
suy, who pot 1o know her well
when they wre boih on il
cxecutive board of UNESCO.
e saw ke lost in Doeember,
Just before be 1eiumed 10 Austra-
lia fast january.

A cheniical engineer, she
worked for CUF, onie of the big
Portuguese industrial companies,
he said.

“She rose pretty rapidly in that
to become one of their senior

engsrs o the s i

and her family was fairly

- At . > be-
came ‘Aqeply invaled vech
student mavemedisy Cestd Nater
with women's groups.

A devout Catholie, she was at
one stage head of the Grail
orzi:nisatim in Portugal. This is
a lay women's movement, and
those who join it for life promise
celibacy, poverty and obedience
to the movement. Marna da

Lourdes Pintossilgo, in her late‘

40s, has never married.

“Because of the nature of the
regime in Portegal, the women's
organisations had to work a
great deal within the context of
the Church,” said Professor
Philp.

“aAfter the revolution, she be-
came chairman of the Comimis-
sion on Women's Affairs, and |
'know she set up a whola series of
experimental projects on women
in seciety, 2 difficult thing to do
in a country like Pertugel.

*She did a lot in her own in-
dustry about women's pay,
coaditions of work, and equality
of opportunity. She had a lot to
do with seting up creches, ensur-
ing that wemen would be free
from family responsibilities and
could take work. Tiore was one
bic project on womcen in rural
areas, trying to [ind ways in
which women could contribute
more to the community than sim-
ply being mothers and slaves.

“l think she drifted into

. politics because of her work with
women. She became Minister for
Social Affairs tn 1974, but then
she dropped out of government
when she went to UNESCO.”

Professor Philp first met her in
Paris. She had been nominated
for membership of UNESCO's
executive board and was also
about to become the Portuguese
Ambassador 1 UNESCO.

“She was clecied 10 the board
in 1976 at the UNESTO General
Conference in Mawrohi. For the
next couple of yours 1 worked
with her for ahout thres months
of the each yeun I WS VRN
chairman of the board and we
always met oither m Paris or
Nairobi, where the UNESCO
meetings wese held.

“Ghe Was & sary popular mem-
ber of the board, which was a
pretty toushaob of characters.

“She gets on {obulously with
both men and wonen.

“On the bourd you are nomi-
nated by vour povernment, hut
dloeted s yotmal aid you sit on
the board 10 sour oxn right. In
Praciive, aars SultEnes i ey
difiienlt le o adraw. Some
proste on the bood are simyply

the mouthpieces of their foreign
oifices. Otners will try to follow
the government line on very
sensitive political issues when
they come up. but other than that
are pretty free to speak their own
mind in areas of their own ex-
pertise, and Maria was very
much her own woman. You had
to convince her on intelizctual
grounds and human grounds and
not on political grounds.

“She is very highly intelligent
and an extrzordinarily cultured
womzan. She reads a great deal in
anthropalogeal and philosophic-
al liwrutire and it's not a super-
fieal interest.

“Sire s marvailots value at a
dinner party beeause of her con-
Yananon O foveal
bubbling attrude to vine. She
has a marvellous fund of storics
and proverbs to illustrate what
she is saying.

“She doesn’t like poverty or
oppression and she is a very im-
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ing parties and T found her not
only a congenial collearue but a
very effeclive one. Nothing was
too much trouble. She didn’t
mind working till two or three in
.the morning on drafts of reports
and could jolly other people
along to make sure they did too
~ including the chairman!
“She is inclined to take on far

oo much and as a result she
Jumps [rom one thing to 2nother.
I've heard her accused of lucking
depth in her approuch to some
issues, mainly because she has
had so many thims on her plae
that she dida’t have s e §oe-

comie as mvolual ps ol a0

be. Y'm not sure bow o s

criticisim i, Somednes ea an

emaive P <he wattd il s .

clined to gooff hall-cocked, win-
out doing her homework, but this
didn't often happen.”

How good a Prime Minister

will she make until the next elec-
tions in October end her care-

Maria de Lourdes

totally impassioned about a topic
in whatever language is handiest.
She is just as likely 10 make a
major speech in French as in
English. She has good Spanish
but seldom uses it, some lwhan
and some Dutch. She writes
beautifully in French and not
badly in Eneich)”

t-\ it ik fe
WOrR @l whvgrsilivs ) Uiesl
Boitain, France, the United States
and the Netherlands).

She has been accused of talk-
in7 oo much. and for this reason
Prolgssor Philp thought she
would make « bad chairmen, and
hold the foor two much. But he
adnits he was proved wrong.

He saw her chair important
mevtings with great elficiency,
and give those present a fecling
thatl bere wos @ chuesan. wito
reatly did gare aboat them. Sheis
alao rood @ veting work out of
p,-.,—_q],...

L1} 1

L Ead os Slinte @ ot af vrke

passioned speaker. More than takership?
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Pintassiloo, Portugal’s caretaker
Prime Minister.

advice. She doesn't think she
knows it all — far from it. She's
also a tremendous! ™ honest
person. )
“She's very tough, but not in
the Margaret Tharcher mould of
toughness. It's not an abrasive
tonehness: but a reifient tou -t

nrsk, Becanse Thepe< supios e

i u couniry run by o inen an g
country run by Mo Thacher.
“I'in told she lives verv silmaly
at homz. | haven't been 10 naw
home in Porugal bot 1 have boon
to her flat in Paris. She hed coes
tainly stamped her individualit,
on it. I got the impression o lots
of paintings — tendinz 1o lre
classical lItalian ond classient
Duich — lots of (lowurs and
many, many books, ‘The sort of
Books I'd want to pick off the
shelves on subjects lile ontira-
polopy and soctal ativrs: T was
o comfortable plave, o e phics
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