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| Portugal
| | poll race
begins

From Jill Jollife
in Lishun

SEVEN political parties and

three eoulitlons wil) conlest

Portugzal's fortheoming  elee-
. lions,

Registration eloged yester-
day for the poll on December
2, which will be followed a
week later by municipal elecs
tions. The parliumentary elee-
tions wers called by
President  Fanes in July,
after  the  politieal partles
were unabie to uagree a for-
mula to govern. Normal elec.

tons will still be held in
' 1980, '

The major coalitions are

entre Social Democrats, and
Papular Monarehists — and
the Popular Unity Alliance,
made up of the Communist
Parly and  the Portuguess
Demoeratic  Movement.,
Two Maolst parties, the
Commgnl., Party  (Marvist
Trulaist), atnt e Werkiers
Student Alianee, weo also
runnbi, ia coalition, as the
Workers' Projeet,

The wost impartant single
arly registered is tie Social.
t party, which won 107 of
the 263 spais jn the 1976
elections, The Popular Soeial
Democrats gained 73 seats,
» A group of 35 Secial Dem-
ocrats  who recenily  hroke
with the party over its Right-
ward drift, and may  have
provided un  alternatjve to
the Socialist party for moder
ate woters, decided not to
eontest the elections becnuse
It was unprepared,
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kvist Soclatisg Revolutionary

Ly, the Left Union for
Demoeratic Socialism, and
the Democratie Popular
Union,

the  Riglit-w Cmoeral
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Other  porties registered |
are  the  Portugpese Com.
manfst Marxist = Leninist
Organisation, the Portugupse
Workers! Communisg Party,
both  Maoist, (he Christian
Demoerat Party, (he Trols
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