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By JACQUELINE REDITT
in Lishon

G.E‘.N. EANES, the Portu-
guese  President,

warned the armed forces

yesterday to resist any

political manipulation and

urged them to stay loyal to
the democratic system.

Speaking on the fourth anai-
versary of an attempted Left.
wing uprising and one week
before general elections, the
.speech will certainly be inter-
‘preted as an obligue message
to Portuzal's electorate who for
nearly 50 years before 1974
.were forbidden to act, or even
think, politically.

{ . In reaction to this, the past
.five years have brouzht one
successful military oup, twe
| unsuccessful coups, and no less
than 11 governments.

Small  surprise, therefore,
- that there is confusion and con-

"""" sequent apathy. In the 1973
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‘tions, the fizure rose to 16-T
‘per cent.; and in the municipal
elections that year it was 354
per ceat.

Opinicn poll han

Opinion polls in ' Purtuzal
“are banned as soon as an elec-
tion date is fixed bub Spanish
polls carried out for the Madrid
daily Disrio 16 in five Por-
tuguese cities show that a high
percentage of wvolers—36G per
cent. in Lisbon, for example—
have not yet decided who to
vote for. J

-~ The three main contenders
are the Socialists, who emerged
in 1976 as the leading party
with 35 per cent. of the votes,
the Demaocratic Alllance ol the
Social Democrals. a group of
dissident Socialists, and  the
M‘Esnarchists. and the Commu-
nist front, the United People's
Alliance..

The Constitution demands
that general elections be carried
out in October next year again,
so whichever party wins will
only have eight months to
prove itself. Communist and
Socialist leaders say the Alli-
ance will poll most votes. but
will not gain a majoritv in the
new 230-seat Parliament.

They helieve that if the
| Al%ionece ferms @ mincrity Gove
“ernmient, it will be defeated on
| its programme by the combined
i votes of the Left. If they are
| right, Paortugal will be back to

sepuare oneg and witlout eftec-
; live governitett.
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