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Portug:
Left

to meet
Ford

From Jill Jolliffa
in Lisbon i

* The Portuguese Communists
Party has agreed to talk with
representatives of Ford Europe
aboul a possible $12 Dbillion
car investment project.

The second round of falks
between Ford and Poriuguese

litical leaders is due to

egin next week. Mr “n.o'h,erl]
Lutz, president of Ford
Europe, who led talks in July.l
will be accomgamed by repre-
sentatives of Ford's Ameridan
molher company.

The Communist Party did
not take part in the July talks,
when Ford negotiators met
President Eanes and leaders of
the Social Demoacrat, Centre

Demoerat, and Socialist parties,

Ford is considering produc-
ing an export model car In
Portugal, after earlier dropping
the idea of 3 new European
plant, given the energy crisis,
rising labour costs, and indus-
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and generpus lax concessions
Joffer an attractive incentive. |
Ford is expecled to!
annouhce its declsion in Octo-
ter. The company is known to
be cancerned about Portugal’s
political stability. -

" Ford is thus likely to ask for
© guaraniees of industrial peace

~from the Porfuguese Com-.

munist Pariy,

- Althgugh the Party con-
stantly argues against Port.
ugal's dependence on  forelgn
capilii, & taeit ggreentent with
Ford would assist the image of
flexibility which it houes 1p
project 1n the December elec-
tiens.

~ The political parties have re-
portedly all requested that
Ford  representatives meet
them in their respective head-
_quarlers.

Ford's concern about the
southern Sines plant," a pos-
sihle site, is based un the lack
of a vonsistent planning policy
for the $50 millions industrial
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complex.  Successive  Governe
nents sinee the 1874 revolo-
fion  have had  inconsistent |
towards the project,
with the result that several
directors  hnve  resignpdd  far
Ik of Government support.
However, the Governnent of
' Miss Mirla De Loutdes Pinia.
silgo appears to have & Hrm
comimitment to making Sines a
going eoncirn, ;

The Goversmient Is offtsing
red earpet treatment to [
In the enming round of 1
hepinning on . Seplimber 248,
gutiztors will dozl with three
Cahiner  ministers  and  1he
party leaders, and dine wuh
the Prime Minister. befare z
finul maeeilng with the Pres-
dint,




