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Sean nadam:

Jd would veny much tike to include a few comments {rom you im my book,
which will be compiled of hensonal accounts from freohle atl ouen the
morvbd.--—atem«n ichem memordes of whene they wene, what they wene
Jthe deeli had, the neaction othens around m, and
Aot Ma’b-d- news of the asoaooination of the tate Preoi-
H«eTnet gaﬁ mnedy . _ﬂhe Book will mot be about Preoident Kennedy's
tife on mmmm it witd be abouil h E.e J am not acking {for
any itdical commento-——just odmply a bried account of your memories
of 4 euvent,
be ane emhhaoizing the hatriotic attitude oun countny had; the hintori-
cal vignificance because of the many omall details feohle 'nememben, corn-
cennang this unerhected, tragic, and dramatic moment in oun coundny's

hwltomq, and the n-intenest achect because of the unusual ways o0
many heohle {inot hgand the maus,

Yourn taking the time to send me a baief account will be very much a’{u’me-
ciated. Othens who are well-Anown and eminent have neshonded and J've
heand from many heople other countnies. Jhis mowming J neceived a
uveny intenesting hersonal Letten from s, Indira Gandbi of India and
eveny day Mmqo tettens of hintorical significance {rom afl ouven the

J do hope you witl be &ind enough to send me a few comments. J'ue en-
closed a Lot of a {ew of the more intenesting accounts. Jhank-you o
much and J am Looking fowwsand to hearing from you.
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G veny alent 94 yean old mam who remembens when fresident McKintey was
aosassinated An 1901; this gentleman wao in Buffato at the time. Gnothen
unique stovy from a 90+ yean old Lady who attended the funerats of doth
residents Mekintey and Kennedy. She compuned the two sewvsices by oaying,
"Jhe cadence of the muffled dwmo and the temho of the Marine Bamd music
had been otehhed uh convidenably, aften b2 years---no doubt, the neoult of
the contemhorany temho of everything." G young mam with the Jommy Roroey
Orchestra who ondy necently Learned {rom his grandmothen that ohe was a
maid in the old mansion in Bwj{u{,o whene fPnesident MeKindey wao taken aften
he was shot and before he died.

Princess Grace of Monaco hao written and told me what ohe was doing, how
ohe {inot heand the mews, etc.

hamy authors imcluding James Michenen and Howy Golden. Im. Michenen was
an Blmofeb working on a movel in '63 and told me about how the heople around
him neacted to the mews. Wn. Golden invited the Nowman Subo{{ Choir 1o hio
home im Charlotte aften they had canceted thein concent ocheduied {or that
Aght.

hany entertainens including Qouglas Jainbanks, . who otayed uh atl night
writing an anticle {on the fondon Euening News—---and I talked to Sanny
Jhomas im Memhbis at St. Jude Children's Hoohital mot Long ago about hio
memonies of the euvent and of the mam.

Senaton Jed Kemmedy has giuven me a éﬁu& comments phertaining to this tragic
event and we'ue heand from Witliam Brock who 4o Chaiwman of the Repubiican
National Commitiee; {oumen fhesident Gerald Jord; foumen Gouewnon Jobn Con=
nadly; George Bush; Sematon Barny ten; and many oithen holiticiams.” 7
Genald Rafohoon, Goointamt 1o the (hesident {or Communications, has sent me
copies of sheeches Precident (aton har naie Wiih «naidn about how the
Kennedy aooaosination affected our mation.,

Sevenal civic Leadens 4 ing Mayon Koch of Tew York City haue neohonded;

and heople of the business world have afno writien 1o us including In. Hemry
_Jdond 11, who sent me hin necollections atong with a copy of the statement

he had giuen to the hress on Nouemben 22, 1963.

Jovmen Secnetany of State Bean Rusk who was en-route to ; Judge Sanah
Hughes who adminiotened the mesidentiol ocath to Lyndon on; and othens
who were in Batlas, including sevenal mewomen—--have sent us accounts of
thin dramatic day in thein {tiuves.

Genenat Mausetd Jaylon, me. fyndon Johnoon, and In. Jack Lafenti hauve osent
veny counteous lettens and have nefenred me to thein books (written sevenral
yeans after the asovassination) for thein heroonal memonies.

G hempbis newomam, (ordon Lawhead, heand the mews in a moot wnusual way. He
was in WC and moticed a targe crowd gathened im front of a teleuvioion retail
sales outlet stone., The heohle wene watching the JU sets through the stonre
windows, bdut coutd mot hean what the mewo-commentators wene saying. G dead
Lady in the crosd nead the tihwn the newsmen and told the heohfe around

hen that the fresident had been shot.

GRI officiats have been extremely helpful concewning the tetephone situation
that day, although we were already awane of the dramatic increane 4n the vol-
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" ume of calle across the mation because s0 many have imctuded this detail in
thein stonies. JThe N Jimes neceimed 31,800 cafls that week-end. Jhe nyse
has atso been veny helpful in negand to the atmoshhene on Wodd Street.

Many college mesidents hauve told uo about thein students' reactions including
accounts or the hatniotic atmoshhene at lest Point and at Jhe Citadel. Jhe
neverend Jheodore Heobungh, theoident of Notre Same, ocent me an account

hin hersonal memonies and tofd me they comceled thein game with Jowa that
Satunday, the 23vd, and nefunded oven $940,000. in tickets, Some oschoolo went
on with thein qames but had memoriaf-tyhe senvices at half-time.

Cotlege mofescors from afl over the country have had veny intenestimd hiLoZ
sopbical comments and historical imoights concewning thios event and/de'vs, 7. - |
heand from a few Limcoin ocholans. 9% 2
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G tady who wao in a conuent in West Uingimia had mot nead a newshahe noRg S
had ohe seen a televioion on heand a radio broadcast fon 3 yeansn. She amx
the othens wene suddeniy offowsed 1o watch the televioed account of this mmesi-
dential asnaonimation and 44 was quite an emotional evhenience {on hen.

u coupte from Moviooifi hud ondened a mew nocking chain (sometimes Anown as
a "Hennedy nocken") and they wene in front of thein televioion set, unhacking
thin nocken when the mews was ammounced. Jhe fady wrote on the bottom of ithe
chain, "Jhis 4o the day fhesident John Xennedy was assassinated." Joday, af-
ten almost 10 yeans, the words ane stiil thene.

G tady who was in high school at the time gave me her memories and told me
the suicide nate im Gmerica went down that day.

Gt Buchwald has neohonded with o comment on two——-im his usual titenony siyle.

Peace Corho heohle, €., Boat vetening, avi 4o hadsmers (one on death now
at the time) have afoo semt wnienesting accounts.

Sevenal minanstens, Wiests, nabdin, and two famifies of the Mennonite {aith
have giuven uo thein necollections and thoughto concennang this euvent,

G docton {rom a el arnea im Xemtucky had just come home {rom a hunting taih

—shen he heand the mews. He did not hunt again that ceason which was most un-
usual for hdm and he said that even his old hunting dog senved that something
"dbad" was wrong. :

G New York fLlorist hao told me about how he and many othens staoyed up atl
night 1o drape the windows of Ji{th Gu. stores with black bunting, etc.

G Uice-Gdminal im the L.S. Nauvy wsas on a submanine mean Scotlamd and did mot
hean the mews {on a few hours.

We'uve hearnd {rom many heohfe of other countnies atong with Gmericans who wene
tiving outside the United States. G Lady who mow fives in Massachuseits was

a Julbright tnofescor and tiuving in Panin. She heard the imitial nehont on
the Loice of Gmenica and as she waited for addition news, oshe heand the

at the Ecole Mititaine {ining the official satute to the dead Chie{ of State.
G man who was in the jungles of South Gmenica was told the mews by a white
mencimnany soldien who had necently netuaned from {ighting in the Congo.

G tady was working in hen hnofesoon's ganden in Penmoyluania and heand the
chunch bells ninging at an odd houn. Gften heaning the mews a {ew hours fLaten,
she nealized the bello wene tolling imotead of ainging.



