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KARAT Coalition for Regional Action
ul.Franciszkanska 18/20, 00-205 Warsaw, Poland
Tel./Fax: +48-22/635.4791

E-mail: karat@waw.pdi.net

For information on registration to and organisation of the NGO Working Session, please contact the

NGO/ECE Working Group on Women
E2-1, NGO Lounge, Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland.

Tel.: +41-22/917.4735

Fax: +41-22/917.0181

E-mail: ngocsw@iprolink.ch

If help is needed regarding accommodation in Geneva, it is possible to directly contact

MCI Congress

75 rue de Lyon

1211 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel.: +41-22/339.9600

Fax: +41-22/339.9601

E-mail: sandra@mci-group.com.ch
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NG acereditation:

Twe types of NGOs are automatically accredited:

1, thuge NGOs with consultative status to the ECOSOC and

ii. those which were officially accredited to the ECE Regional Preparatory Meeting (Vienna, November
1994 and / or to the Beijing Conference.

Thes:s NGOs are requested to send a letter to the ECE secretariat, expressing their intention to atiend the
mee ing and providing the name(s) of their representative(s). For NGOs with activities worldwide,
nomination of representatives should be restricted to those who cover countries (or groups of countrics)
of the ECE region in their respective organizations.

2. | Other NGOs which are active in the ECE region (at the national, subregional or regional level)
in thejareas addressed by the meeting are entitled to request an accreditation for participation by
contitting the BCE secretariat. They will then receive an accreditation form, which should be filled and
retwmed to ECE by the end of November 1999, accompanied by documents providing basic information
on their organisations. Subsequently, the list of NGOs requesting accreditation will be submitted to the
speciil session of the Economic Commission for Europe for screening and approval.

For ]l matters relating to NGO accreditation, please contact:

Manza Aona Knothe
Beouomic Commission for Europe, Palais des Nations, CH 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
Tel: 41 22 917 1253 Fax: 4122917 0036

Email; HYPERLINK mailto:maria.anna knothe@unece org maria.anna knothe@unece.org

"NG(! Working Scrsicn

A.Wdlr_lcing Session to prepare NGO contributions to the ECE Regional Preparatory Meeting will take
place pn January 17th and 18th 2000 at the Geneva Palais des Nations. The work of NGOs during the
. Bession will be organised on the basis of issue-oriented caucuses.

Cunla@:tpe:sons in charge of sub-regional preparations are as follows:

uUs 3 Suzanne Kindervatter
American Council for Voluntary International Action
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW., 8th floor
Wasaington DC, 20036, USA
Tel: +1-202/667.8227
Fax: +1-202/667.8236

E-mail: skindervatter@interaction.org

Canada : Charlotte Thibaull
FAFIA
3591 Jeanne-Mance, Montreal, Canada H2X2K2
Tel: +1-613/563.0681
Fax: +1-613/563.0682
E-mail: cthibau@total.net

EU : Cécile Greboval
European Women's Lobby
18, rue Hydraulique, B-1210 Bruxelles, Belgique
Tel; +32-2/217.9020
Fax: +32-2/219.8451
E-mail: ewl@womenlobby.org

. Central & Eastern
' Furope : Kinga Lobmann
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ECE Regional preparatory meeting on the 2000 review
of the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action

Dates: 19-21 January 2000
Venue: Geneva
Partipipants:

Senior government officials and experts, representatives of international organisations, representatives of
NGOs

Pammr institutions:

The L‘unmﬂoftnmpa.the&ummeommmnand UNDP are parmers in the preparation of the
meetiag. The ECE secretariat also works in close co-operation with the Division for the Advancement of
Womién in order to ensure the link between this regional review and the global review process. Other
1N arganisations active in the ECE region in the areas to be addressed have also been invited to provide

support to the Meeting,
Subslantive items of the meeting:

i) Women and the economy:

- Women's access to employment as a major component of economic and social
nghts bfwomm This would include equal employment opportunities and equal treatment, the situation
of wmen migrant workers, social measures for compatibility between worl and family responsibility,

access 1o trannngfsmmoe and technology;

- Women's income across a lifetime, including issues of concern to ageing
women

- Role ot the State mn ant-poverty schemes tor womnen and in the provision of
sociel peneﬁts (including health and pension schemes, unemployment benefits)

- Access to Tesources and enfreprensurship

ii) Institutional mechanisims for the advancement of women:
- National machineries and action plans for gender equality and the
advancement of women
- Gender mainstreaming across governmental structure
- Gender indicators and benchmarks, including best practices and lessons
learned

ii1) Women and violence

- Trafficking of women
- Violence against women and girls in war/conflict situations

iv) Wornen in power and decision-making:
E Women in public life and women’s participation in decision-making

Gendler mainstreaming is a key issue that will be addressed in ii) above as well as in a cross-sectoral
manter.
Orgaaisation of the substantive discussion at the meeting:

Each substantive item will be introduced by a panel of 3 persons: one from the governmental side, one
from the NGOs and one expert on the sub;ect area, In addition, a woman parliamentarian will participate
in the panel introducing the item on women in power and decision-making,

After each panel discussion, there will be an open debate among Member States representatives and
representatives of NGOs. Based on the substantive documents prepared for the meeting and the
introductory statements by the panellists, the meeting will; i) discuss the major problems which have
emerged since Beijing, ii) consider good practices and draw lessons therefrom, and iii) make action-
oriented propesals to achieve positive changes.
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