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Dear Ms. Pintasilgo,

I shall be attending the Social Policy Forum in Brussels in a fortnight’s
time, which I understand that you may also be attending. I am writing to
inquire whether it would be possible to meet with you while you are there.

ICSW is a broadly representative global organisation which is
becoming increasingly involved in developing and advocating policy at
various international levels. In case it is of interest to you I sending herewith
4 copy of a brochure about ICSW and our work. We are currently focusing
on the key problems addressed by the Copenhagen Summit on Social
Development in 1995, namely poverty. unemployment and social cxclusion.
In doing so, we give special attention to underlying causes and to preventive
action.

ICSW has been very active in preparations for the Copenhagen Summit
and subsequently in pursuing implementation of the agreements which werc
made at it. As you will know, the United Nations General Assembly will
convene a Specigh Session in 2000 to review, implementation of the
Copenhagecirégiments, [C5W @is proposed'the appointment of a Comité
des Sages to assist in evalvation of implementation of the agreements, and to
be an independent source of recommendations to the Special Session about
high priority, practical action at international levels in order to achieve further
progress. We have also proposed a number of measures, relating for example
to aspects of international governance and finance generation, which are
similar to recommendations by your Independent Commission on Population
and Quality of life.

I would greatly appreciate an opportunity to discuss some of these
issnes with you in Brussels, including your experiences with the mechanisms
of a Comité des Sages and an Independent Commission. I expect be in
Brussels from the aftemoon of 24 June until the momning of 26 June. If you
think that there may be a possibility for us to meet, I would greatly appreciate
an indication of the time or times which might suit you.

Yours sincerely,

Julian Disney
President
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Our Members

Founded in 1928, ICSW is a
non-governmentzl organization.
Our membership consists of
global, regional, national and
local organizations, of varied
packgrounds and expertise,
from every region of the world.
We are represented in more
than 70 countries. most of
which are in the developing
word.

ICSW's members are from countries like

Brazil and Benin; Ghana and Guatemala: India

and Indonesia. They are from Canada and Cyprus,

Finland and Fiji, Slov

kia and Senegal, They are

from Jamaica, loidan @rg\izpag) Moot WG| Ry

major global orga

D e , y
nizations, sucn as the

International Federation of Red Cross and

Red Crescent Societies, HelpAge International

and The Salvation Army International.

ICSW's member organiza-
tions collectively represent
tens of thousands of commu-
nity organizations which work
at the front line in their own
countrias and localities to
promote social welfare, social
gevelopment and social justice

Within their own communi
ties, many of these organiza-
tions provide help for people
who are starving, ill. disabled
or trail. They help young and
older peaple, They help fami-
lies, indigenous peoples,
refygeas and people in soci-
gties of transition. They also
help people who cannot
earn z livelihood or who are
oppressed. Many organizations
consist mainly of people who
are themselves experiencing
poverty, hardship or insecurity,

Other ICSW membars are
concerned with establishing
and strengthening community

crganizations, and with advo-
cating improved government
policies

Qur Officers and Staff
ICSW Ts fully demoeratic and
accountable, Our governing
bodies at the global and
regionai fevels are elected by
the membarsnip at regular
intervals in accordance with
our constitution and by-laws,
Tne global Executive
Commitiee comprises a
President, Treasurer, Past
President and four represente-
tives from sach of ICSW's five
ragions. It also includes three
representatives from global
grgénizerions. Each region also
fias an'Executive Commitiee,
led by the regional President.
The staff of ICSW Is headed
by a Sac¢retary Generzal who
reporis regularly 1o the
President and the Exscuytive
Committee. In agddition to the
head office siaff, there ara
regional staff and also repre-
santatives accredited to the
Linited Nations and other inter-
governmental organizations.

Our Funding

ICSW's core activities are
funded principally by fees
and donations from our mam-
bers. Some core activities and
individual projaets are funded
by special grants from private
foundations, governmental and
intergovernmental sources.

ICSW has the highest leve!

¢f consultative status with the
United Nations in relstion ro
the work of the Economic and
Social Council. It Is also
accredited to FAQ, ILO,
UNICEF, UNESCQ, WHO; and
to regional intersovernmental
erganizations,
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ICSW do?”?

ICSW and our members are active in a wide range

of fields within the general areas of soctal development,

social welfare and social justice.

They include : food and nutrition, health,

bousing, education, social security, human rights

and urban development as well as many

aspects of economics, finance and taxation.

We look at these issues from the viewpoutts of

children, young people, families, men and women,

older people and diverse groups of people

who bave special needs.

Infeematian amd ideas

ICSW gathers and distributes
information to community

roups. other non-governmental
organizations, govemments
and intergovernmental organi-
zations throughout the world.

It publishes a quarterly
Soclal Development Review
with information, opinion and
news about a wide range of
issues and events at national
and international levels.

ICSW also publishes a series
of Policy lssues Papers in which
experts from inside and out-
sige our network identify prob-
lerms, discuss options and
propese solutions.

Otker ICSW publications
include our official policy state-
ments an particular issues,
global and regional newsletters
for ICSW members, and collec-
tions of papera delivered at
ICSW conferences, seminars
and workshops.

ing and Support
conducts training semi

5 and warksnops for our
members and other organiza-
tions. =specially in developing
countries. Different training
programs deal with the estab-
lishment and operation of front-
line cammunity organizations
and of national representative
organizations, as well as vari-
ous aspects of social weifare
WwOrk,

ICSW prepares kits to help
our members and other organi-
zatons with organizational
development, research and lob-
bying. We also supgort individ-
val member organizaticns with
partigular information and
advice, and with ssslstance o
convene conferences, Intum,
many of our members then
melg other arganizations in thair
communities with training,
informatian, advice and cther
assistance.

ICSW octains funding to
ensble its members to repre-
sent their concerns at key inter-
national meetings, and our offi-
cers and staff 1o visit members
irl clddr to plan and conduct
regional or national seminars
and training.

Research and Advocacy

ICSW researches key social
and economic issues, and also
encourages academics and
other independent researchers
{o pursue projects which we
regard as important,

We zlso develop policies an
a wide range of issueés and
advocate them 1o governments
and intergovernmental organi-
zations at global, natlonal and
regional levels. We prepare
written submissions and
address UN and other mest-
ings, lobby governments and
comment on drafts under
congideration at key inter
national meetings.

Where appropriate, ICSW
warks together with other non-
governmental organizations
in developing and proposing
policy. especially by convening
or attending joint forums and
delegations in connection with
intergovernmental meetngs.
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