AMSTERDAM
DECLARATION ON THE
SOCIAL QUALITY OF EUR

A decent respect for the fundamental dignity of @l citiaons requares ws to affirm that we do not want o see qrowing numbers of
beggars, tramps and homeless in the cities in Eurgpe. Nor do wo like a SLargpe with large mumbers of unemplaped, growing
numbers of poor people and more citizons with limited access to heaith care and social services. ‘Chese and many other negative
indigators reveal the present inadequacy of Gurape in providing sacial quality for its citizens

CW wanl, in contrast, a socioly for Zurspean citizens that is ceonomicilly successful, but at the same time just and
participative. This would be «# urepe with social quality. Gitizens would be able and required lo participeate in the social and
aconomic Ufe of their commurties under conditions which enhance their weltheing, their individual potential and the wellare of
their communities. S order lo be enabled to participate, citizens need to have acees lo an accepied level of economtic securtty
and social inclusion, to live in cohesive communities and to be empowersd to develop therr utmoast skills Sn other words, social
quality depends on the extent of economic, social and political citizenshp enjoyed by the people of urope. S a glohaticed
economy, compelitiveness should go hand in hand with the promation of scial cohesion and the realisation of each utgpean
aitizen 5 fill potential

QBaciiad quatity requires the following basic conditions

S0 securily and protection from vidlence and ecological threats

Y decent housing, heating, clothing and foad for all

Yo aveess lo health care and other social services for all in need of them,

Y the apportunity to organise one s personad Ujfé in conformity with one's own preferences, including the passibility to constitule
common hauschold, to raise one's owm children as well s to have sufficient time lo be logether with family and friends

S5 suffictient work for all. work being not only employment in the lahour market bul alio other nonpaid activitics upon which
sociely depends. All workers should have an income that allows them to fully participate in sociely,

Y a decont income Jor il wiho canmol work or who by reason of age or ill health are not required 1o work;

e the gpportunity Jor all poung; elderly disabled, cthmic minorities and immtigrant persons o fully intagqrate into the sociely and
communities they live in,

Ve access lo soctal protection systems which enable: citizons to keep up with, in solidanity, the standard of lining in case of social
aontingencies. These sodi pratection systems should focus first on the prevention of social risks, and only then adress their
restitution and, finally, their financial compensation,

Ve a lfelong access to education and training epportunites for all

Y an equitable tax systom,

v in relation to all the abore mentioned apects the prokibition of discrimination on the basts of gender, age, manital status

Sexual aricnlition, race, religiom, political or other beligfs and nationaliy.



Chese aspects of social quality must be realised though the recagnition of enforceable fiordamental rights
that ave legally binding for all legislators, administrations and judiciavics. Chese rights find their limits
where the comasponding rights of others bagin

Qbacial quadity in urape requires that Surgpean citizens cant refy upon a clear and gffective

distribution of competencies between the “Lnion, the Member QBtates, the (Regions and Local

Authorities

Vo Sluropean citiaons have a nght lo know whe i politically answerable so that, where required, they
can question imagpropriate policies,

ve  QBuengthening the democratic quality of political decision-making at all levels goes hand in hand
with quaranteeing in this process the inpul of the réspective societal organisations and movemenls
concerned,

Yo A globatized economy requires full aeareness in Gurgpe if its global social responsibility for the
weakest

Che Furopean Ubnion is urged.

W Lo matke all major GLuropean policies subject to a social cohesion impact study,

Y Lo sot up a programme that emphasises the cast of not having & QSocial Eurgpe and creates
unlform statistical series on social aspects relating to the whole of the Gurgpean "Ll nion,;

W Lo express dear bovchwarks o1c ot v hetine ! figonzs the (800 bl documents
(including recommendations) that have been adepted so far with respect to social aspects and to
report regularly on the degree to which these benclhmarks have been reached,

N Lo sol @ new agenda for the promotion of social quality in Curgpe, one which engaes policy
makers, Sclentists and ciligens

&t our capacity as responsible uropean ditiaens we Urerelore solommly declare that the SLurapean
Ubion should urgently give prioviy to its soctal quatiy; othenwise it will not be the “Lonion we support
OBocial quatity may be the result of a vavely of approaches, reflecting the divorsity of the nations and
peoples of aur Luropean  Lnion. m@mmymmmmm
howerer, be a constituont element in the making of Europe. Che Eurgpean Union is thorefore
urged lo demonstrate its determination to complemerd, at Urion level the urgpean social model of
its CMember OBates and 1o protect and adust it to meet the challenges of the next millenmiuom.
Qbuadial quality and the Eurspean model which underpins # ave essential to the creation of an
inclusive urgpe, a Surgpe for all atiaons

Amsterdam, 10 Sune 1997



