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European NGDO Statement on
Population and Development

Introduction

As European NGDOs, we are committed to pursuing development
licies that promote 2 more equitable distribution of resources and power
etween the North and the South and people-oriented sustainable
development with particular concern for women’s empowerment. It is
therefore particularly important that we should participate in the UN
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) to be
held in Cairo in September 1994. Given the reality of economic recession
within Europeand increasing uncertainty for Europeans in the international
arena, the need to reassess the role of development cooperation and to
strengthen North/South solidarity is paramount. The ICPD provides an
opportunity to work towards more c?ual partnerships berween Northern
and Southern NGOs concerned to forge a people friendly and women
friendly population and development agenda.

As representatives of civil society European NGDOs should play an
active part in trapsforming existing population policies into policies which

baszsd i :
% i;ere;;we' need to ex.sure that women have greater access to contraceprive
choice whatever their economic or social position, as NGDOs we feel that
we have to stress the broad development framework within which these
needs can be met. This means that we have to look at the specific issues
informing development policy currently addressed under the umbrella of
population and development. We have selected to speak specifically about

/ women’s empowerment/sustainable development/and migration/as key

issues not onf)?in the South bur also here in Europe.

Empowerment of women is central to the population and development
debate. Women's bodies are at the centre of population programmes, they
are the main “target group” of population projects. We need to restore
women as subjects of the debate. Reproductive health, women’s rights and
access to safe abortion, the need for men to take greater responsibilities to
ensure safe sex are all issues on the agenda. Our contribution to the debate
begins from our European situation as men and women coming from
different class, cultural, age and ethnic groups. As Europeans we have our

own history of seeking empowerment, reproductive health and rights for
women. We are still fighting for adequate child care, shared family



responsibilities, better health and education and political and economic
power for women. From our experience of our own struggle to gain
reproductive rights and improve maternal and child health care we enter
into the population debate with a knowledge which we can share with other
women and NGO groups as we find ways to work together in our different
parts of the world.

Sustainable development is an oft discussed but ill-defined concepr in
the international development debate. We need to break the simplistic
equation, now current in the popular understanding of development, that
population growth in the South equals global environmental destruction
and mal-development. In Europe we have to take up our responsibilities
for a better balance between economic growth and environmental
conservation. European NGDOs with their sophisticated analysis of
international sustainable development issues need to ensure that European
economic development and environmental practice is equally under
scrutiny. We need to shift the agenda from ways to reduce the “over-
populated”and poor South to looking how to reduce the “over-consuming”
and rich North. Ways to reduce consumption, change business practices,
inequitable trade practices and improve incomedistribution within Europe
are vital if we are to strengthen international moves towards sustainable
development practices. As we enter into a world of growing uncertainty
and inejuitable distribucion of resonress, Eurosear NCDOs bave the
difficult taik lof \educaring rae puslic ix Earope about their role and
responsibilities in putting into place sustainable developmentwhich would
reestablish the balance between North and South environmental and
economic policies.

The tougher measures being taken in most European countries to
prevent migrants from entering “fortress Europe” is another the key issue
for development education in Europe on theimplications of unsustainable
development policies. European NGDOs need 1o break the myth that
overpopulation in the South is what drives people to migrate to the North.
This too simplistic analysis misleads and hides the historical, economic and
social interdependence of our word. In analysing the social, economic and
political situation of the different migrant groups in Europe, we need to
recall the historical conditions and international context in which they
have been driven to move. And we need to promote migrant voices in the
population and development debate.
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It is extremely important that the ICPD should not solely focus on
population, and in so doing fail to pay ade?uatc attention to the concept
of development. Our view is that the issue of population, when considered
in the framework of development, requires an integrated approach which
brings into play the compﬁex relationships between population growth,
poverty, gender relations, environmental degradation, migration and
production and consumption. Population issues are closely connected
with power relationships at national and international level, inequitable
resource distribution, race, class and ethnicity.

Development must be equated with quality of life, balanced political,
economicand social development focused on people and the environment.
Human rights, especially women’s rights, are central. This means an end
to gender injustice. We recognize the fundamental right of every human
being to enjoy their reproductive rights.

Our concerns are directed at macro-policies, in particular the neo-liberal
tendencies in which economic growth is the main objective and people
become instruments to achieve this goal. The structural adjustment
programmes through which countries have to make cuts in their social
services; 15 0a¢ sulz f taid eoin. Thie have resulted in crajtic filis in the

uality of general hea:th care services, increased infant mortality as well as
jeaths in childbirth, drops in school attendance, especially for girls.

Though these Eroblenm have been given little attention in general, over
consumption and over production in the Northern countries makes the
heaviest demands on available resources and contributes considerably to

global environmental degradation.

In addition to our concerns with macro-policies, we also stress the
importance ofanalysing local specificities; a faulty ora incomplete diagnosis
will lead to ineffective oreven counter productive strategies. Butin making
distinctions between macro-and micro level, we keep the same objective in
view, the perspective of sustainable development.

Macro policies and analyses need to be based on micro policies. We
realise that a distinction has to be made between the objectives and policies
of governments and the needs, views and experiences of people.

History shows that the implementation of many population policies
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have not improved the situation for the people involved. Because of the
demographically driven and large-scale approach of state and interagency
projects, many family planning programmes are not tailored to the needs
of participantsin the programmes. Large scale population projects involvi ng
social coercion or financial incentives are still being implemented. What
these programmes do not address, and cannot in the framework in which
they are being practiced is the fundamental inequalities of resources and
power between and within countries, between racial and ethnic groups and
between women and men. Education for women and primary hcahﬁ care,
forexample, in the context of family planning are discussed as the best way
to encourage women to take up family planning methods rather than as
developmentgoalsin and of themselves. In such programm ing, women are
objectified and tumed into the main “target” groups of family planning
programmes rather than assubjects with social and cultural identities who need
to be provided better options to choose how many children they wish to have.

Empowerment of Women
Family planning and health

As European NGDOs we cannot accept the equation of population
with fertility and reduction of birth rates in the South and therefore with
controlling thereproduciive caps citiesjofwom @ iathe South) Evenis we
discuss how popuidtion-policies have failed to empower women we also
need to consider our situation in Europe. Areweas European NGDOs part
of the problem rather than the solution? Population is an issue of concern
not only for family planning organizations, governments and women
organizations but also for European NGDOs.

Population policies and programmes which are demographically driven
and carried out by hierarchical institutions within the male dominated
medical and government establishment do not respect people’s and
especiallywomen’s rights. Indeed, women are very often seen as instruments
to be used in reaching population reduction.

This kind of approach easily leads to abuse of the physical integrity of
women. It does not take into account the living conditions of women, nor
gender relations, nor the diversity of women based on age, educational
level, race, class, ethnicity, nor the responsibilities of men. Women’s
interests become subordinated to the commercial interests of pharmaceutical
industry and the interests of policy-makers. The demands and needs of the
women themselves are too often ignored.
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'5.\‘3\"3!& 2Women'’s fertility has been the primary target of both pro-natalist and
’ w‘.\‘:‘"“"ﬁ‘ ~natalist population policies. Women’s behaviour rather than men’s
%, O " ha8 been the focus of attention. Women have been expected to carry most
the responsibility and risks of family planning, but have been largely
excluded from decision-making in personal relationships as well as in
public policy. Sexuality and gender-based power inequities have been
largely iFnured and sometimes even strengthened by population and
family planning programmes.

The one-sided bias of population policy towards family planning
programmes targeted mainly at married women means that other factors
and groups, such as teenagers, are left out. The term family planning also
no longer fits social realities which extend beyond the model of the nuclear
family to include many forms of human lifestyle and co-habitation. We
need a policy that recognises that women decide for themselves whetheror
not to bear children and how to regulate their fertility, which in turn is
linked to the opportunities they have in their lives.

There is a need for affordable, culturally appropriate and comprehensive
health care. Free and voluntary access to safe contraception and abortion
has to be part of broader reproductive health services which also provide
pre-and nost-natel care, infertilirv services and the prevention and treatment
ofsexuany t unsmizivd dis ‘ases incl i ing 211 -A(DS. Reproc ucie services
must include non directive counselling to enable women to make free, fully
informed choices between different fertility regulation methods. Allservices
need to be provided on avoluntary basiswithout incentives ordisincentives.

There is also a need for health education for women of all ages and their
families. Men have to be sensitised to the need to stop gender incqualities
and violence against women and children. Men have to be educated to feel
responsible and act accordingly in the field of reproduction and sexuality,
and in their parental responsibilities. Women's interests can only be
protected if they can actively participate in the formulation and
implementation of reproductive health programmes.

Empowerment of women

The improvement of the social, economic and environmental situation
of the poorest, by creating the conditions where poor women and men are
able to exercise control over resources and over policies concerning their
lives and future is a priority. For decades women in the North and the
South have been emphasising that the empowerment of women is a
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condition sine qua non of development. Achieving genuine jcndcr equity
is a fundamental prerequisite both to achieving the universality of human
rights and to the achievement of sustainable development.

Unfortunately, in the struggle for access to economic, social and
political resources women still are the losers worldwide. Discrimination
against women persists in all spheres of socio-economic life. The growing
fundamentalism now evident in all parts of the world is a major concern
as it reinforces traditional views of women as primarily wife, mother and

family care-taker and men’s patriarchal rights.

Women continue to have little control over resources of power; over
natural resources such as land, water, forests; over human resources such
as their sexuality, labour and skills and intellectual resources; overscientific
knowledge, information and training; and over financial resources and
access to credit. Women also continue to resist social pressure which
reduces their confidence in their sense of self, that unique combination of
intelligence, creativity and self-esteem. As a result of national and
international policies the position of too many women is worseninginstead
of getting berter.

Falling prices on international markets, increasing foreign indebredness
and militarisation have warsened the écor omic crises in mest countries of
the South. Tu oder v qualify for wd fronithe 147 2nd the Wond Bank,
countries are frequently led to accept structural adjustment programmes
which too often has led to cuts in health care, education and social welfare
programmes. The economic position of women already heavy, has been
worsened by increasing responsibilities in family care. SAPs also have had
a negative impact on women'’s own health and have limited opportunities
for them to exercise their right to choose in matters of reproductivity.

Research indicates the relationship between an improvement in the
position of women - their economic self-sufficiency, literacy rate, and
education, overall health condition and options for reproductive choices -
and a decline in birth rates. We want to stress that the empowerment of
women is important in its own right, not merely as a means to address
population issues. Although the empowerment of women is an easily used
concept, it is a complex of interrelated processes of legal, economic, social,
psychological and political variables. %o increase their access to power,
women have to be able to control the resources listed above. We want to
stress the vital role of information, education and training for women to
enable them toarticulate theirinterests and carry outtheir projects themselves.
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Empowerment of women also means that an ideological and social
transformarion has to take place which will bring about equity and equality
in human relations, especially in the relationships between women and
men.

Ultimately, this implies a redistribution of power on all levels.

If women live in a context where education, nutrition, security, self-
esteem, self-determination and women’s human rights, specifically
reproductive rights, are guaranteed, then the control of their fertility will
foﬁow logically. Because empowerment means having choices and giving
women the chance to make informed choices within an expanding
framework of information, knowledge and analysis of the options available.
These preconditions are indispensable for sound reproductive behaviour,
but can not beseen in isolation from safe reproductive health care facilities.

Sustainable development

Concern about the global environment and gloom-mongering forecasts
aboutshortage of resources have reawakened fears about numbers of people
in the South. Sweeping global generalisations about population growth
and sustainable develooment must be avoided. We need to counteract the
increasingly wacist and sexist iniazed in-vhite Evrobeen piiople’s heads
about people of colour flooding the North and threatening their wealth.
Such arguments do not add to the debate and can often discourage people
from addressing the issues at all. The fact that Northern countries are
making the heaviest demands on available resources and contribute in large
measure to global environmental degradation tends to be overlooked.

There is no single or simple general relationship between population
and sustainable development. Often the main focus is on population
ensity, in relation to the carrying capacity of the earth. We have to make
' Flear what we mean by population: is it population growth, population
ressure, or lifestyle with the high consumption level of most people in the
North? Population pressure can mean areas of low population growth and
decreasing fertility rates in combination with extreme environmental
degradation as much as its opposite, an increasing population and an
increasing demand on the available resources in the fields of social services,
health care facilities, education, food.

Despite its currency and usefulness, the concept of sustainable
development lacks precision, indeed it is based on a paradox. The idea of
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sustainability runs the risk of subsuming contradictory interests, based on
unequal power, within a supposedly value-free and scientifically neutral

notion of environmental care.

Sustainable development is development in which the quality of life for
everybody is central. It means that the basic needs of all men and women
in the world are fulfilled. Elimination of poverty, the aspiration to social
justice for everybody, all men and women in the world, and the creation
ofagreater governmentand businessaccountability are the mostimportant
elements in achieving this goal. We need to ensure that prices reflect real
social and ecological cost such as women’s unpaid labour, environmental
damage and costs due to violence of all kinds.

Sustainable development will only be possible if countries successfully
make the difficult transition to environmentally and socially efficient
economies which are based on justice and equity and to democratic
political and social structures which give people a voice and a stake in their
own future. The debrt crisis needs to be recognised and resolved by rich
countries and international institutions taking responsible and humane
approaches to world trade and financial agreements.

The conflicting perspectives of North and South in relation to
environmentzl otion aoalrend)y clear;and e Yeenitinie agrin e rassed
in international poliucal ¢iscuurse. Thanging worla condivions require a
new concept of partnership between countries of the North and the South.
It is no longer acceptable for the North to retain its tendency to dicrate
development objectives and agendas as shown by the failure of SAPs to
improve economic or social conditions.

Similarly, thedivergent positions and priorities of men and women with
respect to the environment, arising from their gender relations, are still
given insufficient attention*in the field of politics and policy-making..

Women bear a disproportionate burden of responsibility for the
subsistenceand sustainability of their own livelihood, but the resources and
means at their command aredeclining. Personal physical degradation and
environmental degradation are interconnected. A sustainable approach to
population and environment would have to find a way of balancing the
conflictingdemands of the provision of resources, environmental protection
and reproductive rights. What can the concepr of sustainability mean if we
devote attention to stabilising eco-systems and encouraging their
renewability bur are still unable even to provide adequate care 1o reduce
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maternal mortality, women's work load and illiteracy, violence against
women and women’s malnutrition? Unequal access to food and medical
care endangers women’s lives, and concern for gender-and health must be
carried forward into discussions on sustainability.

International migration

Over the past few decades, millions of people have been leaving their
homes and families with the aim of improving their living conditions.
Migration into Europe from developing countries is determined by
history. Different flows result from different colonial and other connections.
In thefiftiesandsixties, Northern and Central (Western) Europe encouraged
migration from Southern Europe, North Africa and the Middle East as a
source of labour. Although the number of people throughout the world
grew in the eighties, most of the Northern countries brought in tougher
measures to prevent the entry of migrants. Even states which had traditionally
been welcoming to migrants have gradually modified their policy towards
non-Western foreigners. The predominant policy orientation in the field
of migration is nolonger the protection of rights, but the control of migrant
movements. They are increasingly looked at from the angle of security and
stability, and less from a human rights perspective.

In-Eurcpethe vrozads has beerateos barlied Ly a fisé in 1lalionalistic
feelings which have often found expression in racist movements even
against those people coming from Turkey and Eastern European countries
such as Albania and Ex-Yugoslavia. Media images of Southern people
“flooding” into the North, set the context for racist tendencies. European
authorities tend to ignore or discount history. Europe should only recall its
terrible history of eugenic, racist policies and genocide to be on its guard
against the emerging political right which finds support among people by
p?aying on these fears. ;

While the international market is opened up for the free flow of goods
and trade regulations are designed in Ewour of the North, anxiety about
“being overwhelmed” by people is legitimised in population policies
controlling the movement of the growing numbers of migrants from the
South to the North. In Europe fears have been accelerated by the fall of the
Berlin Wall and successive labour migration from Eastern Europe.

The conceptin which adirect link is made berween international migration

and population growth ism isl'cadiu‘[iv, and dangerous. ltserves todivert from the
real factors that influence people’s decisions about migration. The reasons are
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todowith rapidly deteriorating living conditions caused by economic hardship,
war, conflict not because their countries were or are “over-populated”.

To address demographic changes it is necessary to make an integrated
analyse of the context and the real reasons for international migration.
There appear to be several differences with regard to the character of
migratory movements today, as opposed to decades or centuries ago. They
are not asdistinct in motivation or characteras previously and the so-called
voluntary motives are often confused with reasons normally attributed to
forced migration; push factors, such as the socio-economic conditions people
arelivingin, doseem nowadaysto begenerally more impelling than pull factors.

The root causes of migration are the economic circumstances such as
inequitabledistribution of resources and poverty and the current economic
crisis in the South and in East Europe as a result of the implementation of
structural adjustment programmes. The political causes are war, systematic
human rights violations, women’s rights violence and persecution for
political ideas, religious beliefs or ethnic origin. In addition there people
migrate due to the natural disasters and environmental causes such as
pollution, radicactivity due to nuclear testing and desertificarion

In considering migration, more emphasis should be put on support to civil
society ard social aliretives in creating condivions which enchurye prople
to stay where taey aie. s hiis tacans die creaion of social, economic, potitical,

environmental and legal conditions in urban and rural areaswhichallow free choices.

As NGDOs we are also concerned about the strict migration controls
which promote “illegal” migration. It seems that “Third World” and
Eastern European labour is still imported when needed and cheap.
Reduced status and illegality lead 1o exploitation at work: low status jobs with
little protection. Such workers are very vulnerable and can easily be exploited.

Women especially are a vulnerable group as may be seen in “the trade” of
women such as sex workers or mail order brides and in the area of domestic

service, a growing area of employment non-white and migrant women, where
all rules are ignored.

In thecurrent migration processwomen areoften atadisadvantage. Though
migration regulations are likely to be gender-neutral, in their application
women may find it difficult to obtain the same refugee status as men (eg when
awife'sstaying permitis connected to herhusband’s and therefore is threatened
by forced repatriation in the case of divorce). Fears of persecution which is
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specificto the position of women, such as rape, mutilation or gender based laws,
are not currently recognised as justification for political asylum.

Policies which coerce people to move or stay should not be tolerated nor
should family planning be promoted as a solution for problems caused by
migratory processes. The North should stop using double standards when
adgressing the issue of democratisation in the South, we cannot turn a
blind eye on regimes which force people to flee due to persecution when
it suits us because of advantages trade agreements and then explain
migration as due to “over-population”.

The rights of migrants should be respected. Access to services for
migrantsshould notdiscriminate on the basis of age, sex, sexual orientation,
race, religion, ethnic origin, disabilities, place of birth or marital status.
Migrant women need special protection.

We reject policies which discriminate against migrant workers and their
families by denying them access to services accorded to nationals and, in the
case of long-term migrants, citizenship.

There is aneed forchange in attitude as well as laws and law enforcement
on theissue of international migration. People who migrate from the South
and fioir Eis érn Earepi sheuld nbt be sisideed-arly inoi¢ in ferms of
what they contribute and have been contributing for decades to Western
societies. If migrant communities in the North receive adequate
empowerment, not only will they benefit the community, but they are a
vital resource for their own communities of origin. Also the South’s and
East’s contribution to cultural developmentin Europe isenormous. Therefore,
international migration need not be seen in “problemaric” terms only.

Wereject policies designed to control the refugee movementswhich resultin:

a) the denial of the right to asylum to those with legitimate claims 1o
refugee status and

b) the return of refugees and or their families to dangerous or inhumane

situations, either through involuntary repatriation, or removal to “safe”
third countries.
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Conclusion

European NGDOs seek to redefine the population and development
agendaso thatwe increase peoples’ optionsand space for self-determination
in both North and South. We aim to bring to the international debate our
own histories, understanding of people, politics and power in Europe. Our
engagement with the ICPD is in order to change the debate from one
narrowly focused on demographic goals through potentially coercive
family planning policies to one which aims to put in place reproductive
rights as part of gender equitable and just development policies.
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Population and Development: an integrated approach
Seminar Themes and Issues ‘

Following presentations from Wendy Harcourt representing WIDE

and SID/WID and Achta Tone Gossingar from Chad who spoke of
the demographic conditions and the status of women of Chad, the
debate was opened to the floor in a series of plenary discussions. The
plenary debated the draft version of the seminar document. Southern
Resource people contributed to the debate with their views of the
dommemi}t‘po.ri:ion on the three topics under discussion:

empowerment of women, sustainable development, and migration.
The Seminar Framework

The opening debate looked at the seminar’s place in the historic
continuum of international United Nation’s Conferences which are
currently debating development issues. An important conclusion was the
need for strategic action on population and development by European
NGOs which would enable European NGOs to contribure fully in

international development debates.

What emerged was that a debare on population and development could
not focus only on demographic trends. The topics covered ranged from
development education to fundamentalism with the continual focus being
placed on how European NGOs can best contribute to the discussion.

Billie Miller, President of the NGO Forum 1994 explained the
international NGO response to the International Conference for Population
and Development (ICPD). She proposed that the ICPD be seen as part of
the continuum beginning from the Bucharest and Mexico Population
Conferences but also including UNCED, the Vienna Human Rights
Conference, the small islands states in Barbados, with the culmination of
these conferences being the World Women’s Conference in Beijing in
September 1995. For her the ICPD marked a major shift in the thinking
of population agencies, NGOs and institutions. Whereas in earlier
population conferences development was a shadowy concept there was
now an established connection between population and development. For
her “Cairo is the last opportunity to get it right.”
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Shedefined the “hot issues” under debate in the preparations for the last
prep-com to be held in New York, April 1994 as the redefinition of the
family, migration and abortion. She asked that European NGOs take a
more prominent role in the discussion on migration and that they help
others to counteract the Vatican’s position on abortion.

Strategically she suggested that the most effective way to be involved in
the official ICPD forum was for NGOs to be on Government delegations
and to encourageinteraction between governmentsand NGOs. In particular
for “putting the ‘d’ into development” the NGOs North and South need
to work together to exchange ideas.

Henny Helmich, representing the OECD Development Centre also
advised on the European NGOs’ role in the ICPD. He suggested that the
ICPD Plan of Action should be viewed as a negotiating document.
Therefore the language and the tactics with which NGOs chose to engage
needed to be carefully thought through. For example, he felt that NGOs
should avoid setting up neo-liberal thinking as the enemy, nor should they
attack in arhetorical fashion Structural Adjustment Policies. This produced
only antagonism. It would be more useful and in the long run more
effective to seek out instead official positions which shared with NGDOs

concerns for justiceand equity, women’s rights and fairer trade agreements.
) q ag

In proposiag the iniparantissues for European NGODUs he pointed out
that recession and unemploymentarecritical concernsin Europe. Migrants
from the South or former Soviet Bloc countries were seen by the general
public to be taking jobs from Europeans and using scare resources . The
problem was how to convince European public opinion that the North
needed to share resources and could welcome migrants rather than seeing
them as threatening. Population policies by European governments to
restrict movements of people into Europe were being formulated with this
background. The response from NGDOs needed to be fully aware of the
increasingly racist and depressed economic climate in which they were
operating,

One response from UNFPA to the opening speeches and seminar draft
document, was given by Louise Lassonde from the UNFPA in Geneva. Her
comments challenged NGDOs to work in a climate of greater co-
operation with UNFPA and population NGOs. She pointed out that there
was not one approach to population programmes but many different
approaches. She argued strongly for a recognition of the gains made by
women-centred and poverty aware development policies, painfully put in
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place during the last 30 years through UN agencies and government
meetings. She mentioned Agenda 21 and the last draft of the ICPD Plan
of Action as indicative of the gains made in terms of women’s needs and
poverty alleviation. She was concerned that European NGDOs were
unaware of the official debate and were not fully acquainted with the main

documents or the analysis of regional concerns now being prepared during
the ICPD process. _

Sheargued that the document of the seminarwas in dangerofbeing negative
rather than constructive because it lacked an operational approach and did not
encourage collaboration between NGOs and Government Agencies. She gave
an example of a constructive approach in the Human Rights document by the
women who attended Vienna in June 1993. In this process women from
NGOs and UN agencies came together to produce one document which
meant that lobbying was more streamlined and more effective.

Herintervention drew several responses. Jacqueline Pitanguay contrasted
the seminar’s debate with her own experience in various forums in Brazil
and internationally. She reminded the seminar that population is a
complex issue. “We are, at the base of it, talking about people”, she stated.
And in the struggle to describe and to plan for social, economic and
political changes to benefit peavle what was required was diverse expertise
and kil il réackiie ril gieneral pric. i this rasic el greup bad partial
visions and partial’ knowledge, and each view had limits as well as
possibilities. She suggested that if alliances are to be formed each group
needed 1o listen to t%lgc other views and to let go of the sense of being the
only ones to have the “true vision”.

Women’s empowerment.

The topic of women's empowerment and women’s reproductive rights
perhaps encouraged the most participatory and lively debate in the
seminar. There was unanimous agreement over the need for women'’s
control over their own body, sexuality and fertility including services for
safe abortion and contraception. There was however, a question over
whether family planning was strengthening women’s rights as human
rights or whether, in the guise of improving women’s health and choices,
population programmes imposed coercive measures by governments which
were acting on international pressure to reduce numbers with licte real
benefit for the women involved.
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The participants were in agreement on the need to give women more
space in the debates and to ensure their right to negotiate the type of
reproductive health services they needed. Demographically based statistics,
for many participants, were not able to measure women’s empowerment.
Gender relations were much more complex and were determined by issues
of class and culture. The debate focused on whether the population

rogrammes which ignored the complexity of gender relations in the
g.mily and in the public domain were doing a disservice to women’s rights.

Sita Aripurnami from Indonesia explained to the participants the
continuing need to fight for women’s rights in her own country. Her
presentation on Indonesia which had a very strong and successful population
programme, suggested that in practice population programmes could not
always guaranteg women's rights. She gave examples of unsafe contraceprives
which were provided by international agencies with inadequate instruction
for the women using them, often without adequate health care services.
Family planning programmes did not encourage empowerment of women
because despite good intentions they had litde information or primary
health and education facilities to enable women to make choices. She also
pointed out that the emphasis on the nuclear family was not culturally
appropriate and reinforced stereotypes of the good woman as the wife/
mother with two children. For her, the demographic emphasis of reducing
numbers rezzziinsd wor o 20d did nor imp eve than h 2man righits She
felt that in Indonesia tamiiy planning was government controlled and not
sensitive to women’s demands. Even if the literature and reporting of the
wide international coverage of Indonesia’s “success” might appear to have
benefited women, in reality the language of the women’s movement had
only been adopted by documents arﬁ improving women's status and
control over their own lives had never been the real goal.

Jacqueline Pitanguay, from another success story - Brazil - confirmed
that governments did not have women’s demands at heart. However, she
argued that population policies are much broader than family planning.
What was at stake was human rights. Women needed to have basic health
and contraception as a human right. The problem, she argued, was that the
control of resources and decisions were made by hierarchical bureaucracies
which were male dominated, and at the local level women were having to
negotiate with their husbands for permission to use contraceprion and to
practice safe sex. In Brazil women were not equal partners in these
decisions. For example 40 percent of AlDs cases were women in stable
relationships. In conclusion she stated that in a male dominated world
women were powerless even to ensure safe sexual relations.
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Pat Mohammed from the Caribbean where there was a different
ition of gender relations underscored the importance of not treating

§ A0 en as only victims of population policies and sexual discrimination.
= (R dmen were not all the same - working class women’s strategies on how
! (‘\'12‘3“1 eal with “their” men differed from middle class women. In the
.9{/ 9 i @ifibbean they were often sole heads of households which required grear

ength in women. She concluded that male violence towards women was
an important issue which needed to be discussed openly.

Sarah Hyde speaking from the perspective of Marie Stopes International,
reminded the plenary of the positive aspects of family planning. Population
programmes were not all unsuccessful in establishing women'’s rights if
they were non-coercive and provided family planning information. She
reminded the participants that the charter on human rights in 1968 stated
that family planning was a human right. She asked that the meeting
endorse women’s movement campaigns to ensure greater access to safe
abortion and that the health benefits of spacing be recognized. She also
argued in favour of Norplant.

Adding to her comments, Donatella Giubilaro from the Europecan
Commission and Rigmore Allback from the World Population Foundarion
in Sweden pointed out thart there was in actual fact a world wide unmet
need o1 family slinriig) The folz0if NGDOs thould thdrefore be to
ensure that family planning, linked to family spacing, primary health care
and educartion, was available to poor women in the South.

Sustainable Development

The debate on this topic focused on how to move from the equation
“population growth led to environmental destruction which needed to be
fixed by population planning” to understanding the more complex reasons
behind peoples’ relation to the environment and how this was linked to
demographic change. Unlike the discussion on women’s empowerment
where two poles emerged, there seemed to be general agreement that the

* seminar document covered the issues of sustainable development well.
What was missing however, was aclearstatement on the European position
and Buropean responsibility for environmentally sustainable development.

Mira Shiva from India began the debate on sustainable development by
reminding the participants of the shift in the agendas from the Bucharest
Conference to the current preparations for Cairo. In Bucharest the
argument put forward by Southern governments was that “development is
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the best contraceptive.” In 1994, the link between population and
developmentwas now questioned and reproductive choices were discussed
with reference to the basic needs of poor women and the need for
sustainable development. But, she argued, though governments ralk about
sustainable development, poor people continued to be the victims of
government policies because they are blamed for environmental destruction
and for being too many. She saw a very big danger in the link between
population and environment and development which became popular
after UNCED. There was now; according to Shiva a danger that aicf tied
to population control programmes could become the “solution” - justified
by the argument that equated population growth with environmental
destruction and mal-development. This argument encouraged a band-aid
$1ick fix way of development planning which did not necessarily improve
e quality of life of the poor.

Shiva continued by arguing that the logic of the “quick fix” could be
found in many aspects of development policy. For example, in her own
field of medicine and health care, she saw programmes where iron tablets
were handed out instead of food . Iron tablets should be used as supplements
not as equivalents to food. Such “aid” bordered on dangerous for peoples’
health. She was deeply concerned that the popularity of population
programmes was deflecting much needed money from primary health care.
Despite promises to provide basic hezlth needs as past of population
programncs,ir. reility niostol the mor ey wentiito providing -yt wicaption
and in supporting coercive practices which in India Shiva argued, had
infringed peoples” rights rather than improving their quality of life.

In addition the population policy was being carried outas ifonly western
science and technology could benefit “ignorant” peoples of the South. She
asked that participants had a more reflective response than this - Indian
people t0o had their health and cultural customs for contraception. For
Shiva this was not just a question of challenging western imperialism
(however well meaning) but that there was a deeper question to be asked:
what happens to people if we take their knowledge system away? In India
there were many local contraceptive methods which were dismissed by
western medics but could be far more effective than western contraceptives
which were not always fully understood by the people using them. In her
opinion, population planning should focus on improving health and
education rather than providing in cultural isolation contraception. When
family planning was provided it needed to be carried out in conjunction
with local medical knowledge and customs.
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ene Binama from Burundi now working in NOVIB in Burkina
#*Exo raised the question of current trade agreements. The question he
posed to the participants is how to assess the impact of GATT on the
European recession and how this could link to the debt in the South. He
suggested that the way Europe uses resources led to over-consumption of
energy and natural resources which has a serious impact on the South
whig provides the raw material but saw little benefit from their natural

wealth.

The discussion following Binama's statement brought out the need to
clarify the specificity of Europe’s policies for more environmentally
sustainable industrial development, waste management and less energy
consuming lifestyles. The question was also raised as to how this was linked
to women's role as care takers of the family and local environment.

Migration

Although almost all participants agreed that migration was a major topic
for Europe, many felt that the discussion on migration was not given
enough emphasis. As representatives from migrant groups shared their
experience in Europe, participants were asked to recognise migration has
an economicand cultural gain for Europe. European NGDOs were invited
towrkwith migrinigioups tosecy raibe’ righis in Eulopedndio educate
the pubiic on the internationai ciimate in which South-South, East- West
and South-North migration was occurring. The discussion brought out
the need for more solidarity among NGDOs and migrant groups.

Bisi Adeleye-Fayemi began the debate by arguing that migration by
professionals was understood as a normal mechanism of exchange of
culture, resources and people. For example the Mediterranean has had a
long tradition of migration. She asked participants to remember that
migration was in some circumstances positive. It was only when itinvolved

* the poor that it became a “problem”. In the case of mass migration of the
poor the dangers were more in the origin of the country than where people
migrated. She asked the seminar to consider that the conflicts, wars,
economic difficulties which made people move were largely due to the
global economic conditions caused by inequitable international trade,
increasing debt in the South and disruption by western development of
sustainable local cultures.

She drew attention to the conditions of women - both those left behind
by men and those facing difficult conditions in a new country. Women
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were often shouldering all family and community responsibilities in the
absence of men. Women migrants carry cultural as well as economic
responsibilities for the families’ well-being. In Europe migrant women
were forming strong networks which enabled them to cope with difficult
situations of adjustment increasingly marred by discrimination and racial
prejudice.

Taha Mellouk from the Union of European Migrants Forum referred
favourably to opportunities provided by the ICPD Plan of Action. He
posed some concrete recommendations for better conditions for migrants
in Europe. He asked the migrant rights (only legislated in 1977) be
reinforced so that as borders were being closed down and therefore current
streams of migration slowed, the conditions for migrants already in Europe
could be improved. He underlined thedifference between legal statements
and the realities for migrants, and argued that the “right to free settlement”
should be respected. Whereas members of the European Union could settle
where they like within Europe, migrants could not. Migrants needed to be
able to vote at least in local elections and there needed to be greater
protection from the mounting violence based on racism and distrust of
migrants. European people needed to respect other cultures. At present
there was no cultural exchange or welcoming of other ways of life. Rather
there was exploitation of migrant labour and a social demand that migrants
fitted into thie Europzan way of Jife. He was concerncd that Eastern
European mugtans in 522ich tir bewrer =raploym entand hivelizoods were
now entering Western Europe and increasing the tensions among migrant
groups. He concluded that NGDOs had an important job to enhance
public education on migrants’ rights and to act in solidarity with migrant
groups already established in Europe.

Conclusions

The plenary discussion on the draft document indicated that European
NGDOs needed to have a much clearer position on population and
development from their own European context. Although many participants
werevocal on implications of current development policies and questioned
non-people centred population programmes in the South, what was not
debated was European women's position on population. Some questions
remained on how European women saw their reproductive services and
their history of empowerment. As women in the South were questioning
theimpact of changing political and economicstructure in theircountries,
European women also needed to reflect on the impact of the massive
changes in Europe on their lives. Bringing to the international debate
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European women’s knowledge of their own history together with their
analysis of international concerns would strengthen European women’s
ability to act in solidarity with other women’s groups. In the sustainable
development debate the question of how European people can rtake
responsibility for environmental degradation was raised but the discussion
lacked concrete ideas on how to reduce the consumption level of European
populations, and how to change public opinion about expectations of a
European life-styles. The debate on migrants covered both the situation
of migrants in Europe and in their place of origin. It was, however, evident
that European NGDOs were at the beginning of their discussion on how
to work with migrant groups.

Nevertheless, most participants agreed that the plenary was a promising
beginning to a European discussion on the complex issues of population
and development. The seminar document was broadly accepted and the
seminar debate laid the ground work for discussionsamong NGDOs. The
recommendations from the seminarwill help toensureastronger European
voiceon population and development in Europe, the New York Prep-Com
and the Cairo meeting itself.
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Overview: “Putting the D of
development back into the ICPD”

Following the plenary discussions three workshops debated the major
themes of the seminar document in order to make recommendations
for advocacy by European Development NGOs towards their public
and more specifically towards the Eurgpean Commission s
preparations for the ICPD. The three workshop rapporteurs then met
with the general rapporteur James Mackie who summarized the
conclusions of the workshop at the summarized the Final Plenary.

Workshop Group Methodology

The three workshops worked in quite different ways. All three started
with some general discussion, which, in one case, went on for most of the
Workshop. The other two spent more time going systematically through
the Draft Recommendations agreeing how they felt about them, though in
both cases they seem to have been unable to run through them all.

General Comments

Overall tnerc appedrs w nave been agicementwith the general direction
of the Draft Recommendations. There was equally widespread agreement
that they needed a thorough editing and that the structure of the
Recommendations should reflect the structure of theSeminar Discussion
Document so that the individual recommendations could be clearly linked
with the major issues identified in the Discussion Document. There was

a general need for greater clarity and more coherence in the
"\Recommendations and the language could be much improved on.

In particular it was felt the tone of the Recommendations was wrong,
they needed to be worded in a less negative and less defensive way. The
francophonegroup had considerable problems with the French translation
of such words as “empowerment”, “gender”, “reproductive health and
rights” and it was agreed that it would be important to check common
practice. It was also agreed that a list of a half a dozen to ten key
recommendations should be identified for institutional lobbying purposes,
but that the rest, while requiring substantial editing, should not be
jettisoned as many of them were important points to make particularly
towards the NGO world itself.
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Discussions under the document themes

Empowerment of women was the most discussed topicin the workshops.
One group concluded that the issue needed to be more integrated with
analysis of the other two issues of migration and sustainable development.
Gender relations, health and the rise of fiundamentalism should also be
added to the document’s analysis.

Under thetopicsustainable development the workshops concluded that
the document needed to be more specific about what people can do in the
North to combat over-consumption. NGDOs fnad an important
responsibility to educate the public in the North.

In the conclusions on migration, participants discussed how to de-link
fhigration from alarmist and sensationalist “Population Bomb” analyses.
Reassessing migration in the context of international development issues
was another important public education theme for NGDOs. Participants
su.%csted that the reasons for migration and the ways it is linked to
underdevelopment or “mal-development” should be more carefully

analysed.
Workshop conclusions

There were a nuniber of tuajor issues which rieed to be continted in the
debare on “population and development”. They could be summarized in
the following questions on which the workshop debates centred:

- How could European NGDOs work towards population and
development policies which aim to meet first basic needs in
order to enable people to make real choices in  reproductive
issues? (Putting the *D” back into the ICPD debate.)
- How could European NGDOs contribute to policies to
continue the campaign to increase primary health care for
. Women, access to safe abortion and child spacing? |
- How could European NGDOs help to combat the worrying
rise of fundamentalism in many parts of the world, among many
religions?
- How could European NGDOs help shift the population
debate away from a narrow focus on numbers to an analysis of
international development and gender issues?
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Preparations at the European Union Level for the
ICPD Conference in Cairo, September 1994

European Council

In November 1992 the Council and the representatives of Governments
of Member States adopted a resolution on Family Planning in Population
Policies in developing countries. To improve co-ordination between
Member States and the Commission on these issues, an expert group was
set up and has held a series of meetings. To date this resolution is the only
official EU position.

‘The Commission is currently preparing a position paper in preparation
forthe ICPD. On May 6th 1994 the Council of Ministers ofDeveﬁ)pmcnt
Cooperation will discuss and propose for adoption an official EU position
for the ICPD in Cairo.

In preparation for this meeting the DG I of the Commission organised
aConferenceon Family Planning and Population on February 28th, 1994.
The purpose of the meeting was to inform the Commission officials and
other interested people about the population and development debate.

Europear Pidiahen

\ The Committee on Development and Cooperation of the European
 |Parliament appointed Mr Nordmann in January 1991 as rapporteur. Mr
Nordmann has been commissioned to prepare a report on the changes in
demography and development. On 26th January 1994 the Committee on
Development and Cooperation of the European Parliament adopted a
resolution which will be presented to a plenary session of the parliament in
April 1994.

| Theseminar recommendations will be forwarded to official EU channels.
|
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Seminar Recommendations

A group of representatives of European NGDOs meeting in Brussels on
21-22 February 1994, under theauspices of NGDO-EC Liaison Commitree
and the Women and Developmentin Europe Network - WIDE, to prepare
for the UN International Conference on Population and Development to
be held in Cairo in Seprember 1994, recommend to:

- their colleagues in all European NGOs, and:

- the Commission of the European Communities, the Council
of the Union and the Members of the European Parliament;

the following Basic Principles and Priorities for Action to guide their
preparations for the Cairo Conference and their policy formulation and
work in the field of Population and Development.

Basic Principles

We believe that the following four Principles are basic to all activities
concerned with population and development:

L. Population von cernysholld b dealisyithan a DEVELOPMENT
context and never on thzir own divorced from the reality of people’s daily
lives.

As long as poverty exists the daily struggle for survival will be
people’s first concern and population or family planning considerations
will always come second. Free choice remains a relative concept for people
whose basic needs are not met. Thus improved quality of life, justice and
food security, rather than overpopulation, are the areas that require most
urgent attention. The aim is not to eliminate the poor but to eliminate

poverty.

II.  The right to choose freely in matters of reproduction is a basic
human right that should be open and accessible to all women and men.

III.  Equality between men and women is an essential prerequisite for the

successful implementation of development and family planning
programmes.
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Bl } Sustainability in terms of environmental, human and material
QWO Fdsource considerations is a fundamental principle that should underpin

e design and implementation of all development and family planning
rogrammes.

Priorities for Action

To put these Basic Principles into practice we identify the following
points as the key priorities for action. (Within the limits of our capabilities)
we undertake, and we urge others to undertake, wherever possible ro:

A. Combatanalysesof population issues thatsensationaliseand misinform
the public and seek to lay the blame with others. In this area we would,
in particular, denounce analyses that:

- promote “population bomb” theories;

- refuse to recognise the urgent need to reduce overconsumption in the
North;

-suggest that migration tothe North is primarily dueto “overpopulation”
in the South;

- suggest that restrictive migration policies will resolve the problem of
unemployment in the North.

We aic'aso deediy concerned by the recent trends in the rise of
“fundamentalist” schools of religious and ethical thought that are often
closely associated with such views.

Weurge NGDOs and European Institutions to give priority to the fight
against racism and xenophobia, and to support actively groups that defend
the rights of refugees, displaced persons and asylum seekers.

B. Promote free and universal access to a full range of reproductive
health servicesasas a basic right forall people. Thisinvolvesamong other
measures to:

- improve access to education for all and particularly for women;

- ensure that information on a full range og‘mily planning methods are
accessible to all, with specific attention to young people;
- ensure that access to a full range of safe family planning methods is
available for all;
- end coercive birth control;
- solve the problem of sterility;
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- ensure SAPs (structural adjustment programmes) do not have negative
effects on such services;

-increase budgets to fund high quality reproductive health care systems,
in addition to development a.ig budgets.

C. Encourage and promote the empowerment of women. This implies
among other means to:

- implement projects and programmes that support the empowerment
of women,

-support educational programmes and projects to raise men’s awareness
of discrimination against women and of their own parental
responsibilities;

- promote development and family programmes, based on an adequate
gender analyses;

- combat violence against women and children in and outside the home
- promote gender equity within NGDOs and European Institutions.

D. Work towards a sustainable development model in the North and in
the South by undertaking, among other things to:

- implement the Agenda 21, as agreed to at the 1992 Rio Summit by
ensuring that its provisions are followed in both the North as well as in
the Scuth;

- promote action oriented research into practical means to change
Northern lifestyles;

-support educational campaigns in the Northwhich promotessustainable
development patterns and sustainable lifestyles in the North.

Prepared by the WIDE-LC Secretariat as mandarted by the Seminar
Final Plenary
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Population: a complex issue
Interviews with seminar participants

Wendy Harcourt interviewed a selection of the participants at the
seminar in order to bring out their different points of view.

“The focus needs to be on reproductive health”:
Donatella Giubilaro, DG 1 European Commission

As one of the main instigators of the seminar did you feel that the objectives
were reached?

Inthesensethatwe needed to raise the issues of population and development
among the European Community I think that we did achieve something as we
have brought so many different NGDOs together. The recommendations
though, either for the EC or for European NGOs need more work.

Participants saw one of the seminar’s objective as moving the focus from
population as only a problem of the South and Southern women’s fertility to a
discussion on global inequities, limits to growth, and over-consumption in the
North..Do you think this was = valid concern for the seminar?

As development NGOs concerned with strategic thinking within
development cooperation, thediscussion could have been more focused on
implementing projects which are more open to women’s reproductive
rights, to health and to education and to men's roles and responsibilities in
maintaining family size and livelihoods. Though maybe as much as 80
percent of population programmes do not work well there are at least 20
percent which do benefit the women and men involved. We should look
more constructively at what works. Cairo should be seen as a positive
forum where Northern NGDOs and women’s groups can work with
policy makers to improve Southern peoples’ quality of life. European
NGDOs should focus their energy on ensuring that health and social
programmes now being put into place include education on reproductive
health and women’s rights.

We need to formulare clear recommendations which would put into place
quality services for women. NGDOs can help at the microlevel to give women
the opportunity to chose how many children they want. This is what will
determine the well-being of families, now. Women, young teenagers in
particular, need information on abortion and contraceprion and good health care.

37



The real challenge is to change the practice of family planning. And in
our case this means to improve the standard of European Union assistance
in the field of reproductive health and education. The Commission is open
to working with NGOs towards this goal and I see this seminar as one step.
towards initiating the dialogue.

“There is no North and South. We need to work in
equal partnership”: Jacqueline Pitanguay,
President of CEPIA, Rio de Janeiro

As a well-known activist in the issue and havin organized national and
international seminars on reproductive rights how do you assess the WIDE-LC

seminar?

What I missed was the input of reproductive rights women's groups and
European based NGOs. In Latin America we have strong national women'’s
networks who arevery visibleand I missed that type of voice in the seminar.
It appears from both this seminar and in the international meetings | have
attended, that the European presence in the national and therefore
international debate on population and development needs to be
strengthened. | am left still unsure as to what women and NGOs think are
the European issues in the population and development debate. The focus
seemed to lie more onwhat is happening inthe South, Thoug e lidanity
is IMportant ana waiconed, €ach of ds ieeds to know and act on our 6wn
issues. We should be looking to understand our own problems and then
meet in partnership internationally. We need to share not teach. There is
no longer a North/South, we are all interdependent in a global economy
and community and we should enter into a dialogue on terms of equality
in order to strengthen our resistance.

It does seem that there was not much engagement at the heart of the seminar
with European issues but that the participants spoke as if the issue of ‘population
was “out there.” However, I think that there was some self-criticism that we
need to be more conscious of our own issues and thar we are perhaps witnessing
a shift in development NGOs thinking. Did you have some thoughts on what

are European issues?

Let me say that I see migration as the key issue. It was discussed in these
two days, but for me it could have been discussed by more participants than
those representatives of the migrant groups. The general discussion on the
cause of migration - is it due to mal-development or not - did not clarify
what is specifically European. I would suggest that European NGOs need
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to look more closely at the interaction between the different migrant
groups and the form of apartheid which is being created. I also missed a
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2\ discussion on the relationship of migrant women with European women.
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fuTuR0 &/ Anotherissuewhich emerged in some workshops but was missing in the
0 &/ main debate was the rise of fundamentalism in all religions. This rearguard
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actionwhich isglobal, reinforces traditional women’s roles and reduces the
political support for women’s control over their own bodies. Women in
Europe need to guard against this in their own countries and be in solidarity
with other women.

You mention that European NGOs need to be strengthened | must say in
defense that there are active women'’s reproductive rights networks but that they
do nor always work closely with development NG Os.

What I meant by the European position needing to be stronger is
perhaps more to express my surprise that whereas in Latin America we have
prepared and worked on statements and documents for the ICPD for years,
there is no document yet prepared by the European Commission which
means that there has been no lobbying by European NGOs. And, although
I can see this seminar is an attempt to start the process, it seems very late.
I'was also very taken aback at the antagonism exprasced in the meeting by
some governine i lepre er tativei. [ae 'aic ol Iistening ¢ cthir points of
view and the claim tiat only they had “expert” knowledge alarmed me. In
Brazil we are working together with population institutions and NGOs
aware and respectful of our differences. We have involved women from all
areas oflife - from grass roots, prostitutes, trade unions, civil society groups.
Although there is not always a common agreement at least we are create the
space to debate and to bring forward our stories. There isan energy in Brazil
which comes from the willingness to respect all forms of knowledge. In the
South, no doubrt because of our colonial history, we are very aware of the
dangers of having people who are the “knowers™ and the people whose
behaviour are observed and “known”.

How would you suggest that Eurapean NGDOs work with the population

institutions?

It is of course a difficult process to work with the different actors in the
debareall of whom havediFE:rent interests. In Brazil we have been working
for a long time with our different perspectives but perhaps we are more
willing to debare because we all feel that the situation is ours and the
responsibility to change it is also ours. In the different conferences I have
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worked on we have been very careful to stage the events so that everyone's
intervention and importance is recognised. We do have, of course, even
among the women's groups differences, but we are always looking for a
strategic way to work together. Brazil has been classified as one of the five
problem countries along with Mexico, Indonesia, China and India. Our
resistance to the programmes which have been seen as asuccess in reducing
population numbers is very immediate. This gives us the sense of urgency
toactand to use the ICPD process to expand the debate and to put pressure
on the Brazilian Government to give space to women's reproductive health
Issues.

What are some af the activities you have been involved in in Brazil?

[ have been working more or less full time on the issue since December
1992. Perhaps the most important activity in terms of forming a Brazilian
platform was a meeting of 400 women in Brasilia. Women came by bus
and plane from all over Brazil. We had very little money but we managed
tomakeagreatsuccess. Theopening platform was made up of representatives
from almost all Brazilian NGOs and women’s national networks as well as
two trade unions. The result has been a very broad engagement of diverse
groups in the debate and the basis for Brazil's non-governmental
contribution to the ICPD. It is also part of the process which has made
Brazil so visible inteinatianally. Irneloed re form a basid of tryst areng the
different groups whith wis ot necessasivy (here i the beginning.

Internationally there is a strong women's lobby and as you say Brazilian
women are very vocal in that platform. Do you see European NGDOs and
women s groups as posentially influential in sesting the international population
and development agenda?

I hope that this seminar has seen a relaunching of alliances among
NGOsin Europewhich will enable European groupstojointheinternational
platform. Europeans need to take a strong position in the international
political arena. From ourside, we have things to share politically. Globally,
we have to guard against the new waves of fundamentalism and violence
against women, to challenge the decreasing support for abortion and to
frame this debate in terms of seeking alternative models to the current
development path. I look forward to Europeans joining a dialogue among

equals
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lish women are in danger of losing their reproductive
rights”: Anna Sierzpowska-Ketner, Warsaw

fave you seen changes in women's reproductive rights with the fall of the old
in former East Europe?

In Poland we have the paradoxical situation where the rights women won
in the old repressive regime - abortion, sex education, creches - have now been
underming)in the new order. Instead of sex education we have religion, instead
of abortion we have a new anti-abortion law with a concordas being agreed to
by the State and the Vatican. The groups which challenged the regime - the
liberal - now that they are in power do not take on board women'’s issues,
Ironically, Polish women had more equality under the old regime.

How do you compare the issues of women in Poland with the vest of Europe?

I do not think we experience the same problems as women in other parts
of Europe. Perhaps our situation is closer to India or other Southern
countries. We are not developed industrially and therefore issues of over-
consumption are not ours. Nor are we used to democracy so our advocacy
role is less clear. In the change over of power, we now find that the church
is close to the stat: with all tharimplies in terms of dcfining women’s role
asprimari y o bzezadwife. Veare ligh'n; foi basicrigh's butwith poor
infrastructure and little history of how to organise publicly. I hope that we
can network more with other European women’s groups in the future.

“We need to fight any tied aid to population programmes”:
Brita Schioldan Nielsen, Eurostep

What do you see the aim of advocacy work for population and development
as an NGDO situated in Brussels close to the European Commission?

Our major advocacy work in Eurostep is aimed at improving the
situation in Africa. One of our major fears is that the European Union will
react to the current debate which presupposes a close link between
population growth and the failure of development by instituting clauses
which would tie aid to family planning targets. In Eurostep we see the
importance of dialoguing with the Commission in order to bring out the
complexity of the debate | think NGDOs need to be more strategic and
work with governments and the European Union where possible. The
world is in crisis - we need to see each other as partners in trying to undo some
of the harm our current international development agreements are producing,
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“Racism is mainly directed to black migrants”:
Bisi Adeleye-Fayemi, Akina mama Wa Afrika

Do you see mal-development as the cause of the increase of migration to Europe?

Let us first be clear that mal-development does not refer to Southern
countries themselves not being capable to support their population but
rather to the international conditions - the global restructuring and
ineguitahieworld orderwhich has forced mass migration. Theinternational
trade imbalance and debt for my country, Nigeria, for example has led many
people to migrate within the country and within the Continent as well as to the
North. We have to be careful in our analysis as to why people migrate - it can
befor many reasons, justasitwas for Europeans in theearly years of this century.

How do you see the increase in European racism in the last years?

Racism towards migrants is linked first and foremost to colour. Black
Commonwealth people are the ones whose right to migrate is questioned not
white people from South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. | am a second
generation British citizen, though some of my family still lives in Nigeria, but
when | last entered the UK at Heathrow airport I was stopped and asked from
where did | get that passport. It did not occur to the passport controller that I
amablad Britishcitiien, NG DOs mustdo 2 {prmore devilopmint aducation
work to make the puslic aware of the 1casons wehind glooal wigration:

“We need to learn from other European NGO platforms™:
Ulrike Lunacek, Austrian Information
Service on Development Policies

What is Austria’s position as a non-EU member on the population and
development debate in Europe?

Austria is trying hard to be accepted into the EU (it will now join in
1995) so 1 think the government is broadly adopting the same agenda as
other governments. There are two NGOs on the drafting team of the
Austrian position paper for the ICPD, but only one NGO which looks
seriously at women’s issues. Austrian NGOs have also drafted a paper
which broadly shares the same concerns as the WIDE-LC paper looking at
women’s issues, sustainable development and North-South inequity. I was
very interested to come to the seminar to hear how similar our concerns are
amongst NGDOs and agree that we need to be clearly focusing on global
economic development issues and poverty.
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Luring the seminar, which was translated simultaneously into

S/ French and English, there were many terms which needed
rification. The following glossary defines the most common terms
under discussion.

Development

Thetermhas shifted meaning during thelast forty yearssince international
development cooperation was cstablisﬁed. The “development” of a country
is traditionally measured by GNP or the level of economic growth in the
formal sector. Industrialized countries, defined as developed economies,
under development cooperation programmes have provided training and
capital to “develop” agriculturally based economies. Since the 1980s with
the world economic crisis the goal and model of economic development
has been questioned. It has become evident that international development
assistance has not closed the gap between “developed” and “undeveloped”
countries the latter becoming increasing impoverished and indebted to the
former.The term development has now acquired several prefixes, amon
them being - “mal development” which underlines the failures of traditiona
developmezns riaodels, “sistainable develonmenn” vhich indicares the need
to baiance enviomiisncal resource use with economic growtch and “human
development” which focuses on quality of life rather than economic
growth as the goal of development.

Empowerment

This is a term which has emerged in the late 1980s and 1990s as a
continuation of the women in development strategy. Moving on from the
strategy to “mainstream” women’s issues, the “empowerment” strategy
aims to reinforce and strengthen women’s self-sufficiency. Instead of
asking policy makers to incluie or recognize women'’s role in development
projects, empowerment of women aims to provide accessand opportunities
for women's groups and networks to increase their political power. The
ultimate goals is to enable women to make their own decisions about what
economic and social roles they chose to play. Development Alternatives
with Women for a New Era (DAWN) a network of southern researchers
and activists have popularized this conceptin the international development

debate.

43



Gender

In the English language gender has become a commonly understood
term referring to the socialized roles of men and women which are based
on but not bound by their biological sexual differences. For example
women'’s gender role in looking after the family - managing the household,
caring for children - is socially and culturally determined whereas the
biological ability to give birth to a child is not. What is considered a
woman’s gender role or a man’s gender role varies in different cultures and
economies. l.e. marketing in the Middle East is 2 man’s job, whereas in
West Africa it is the domain of women. Women work as typists in Europe
whereas in India men perform that task. The term genderand development
is now used to underscore the need for analysis of both men and women’s
economic, social and community roles. The difficulty of translating this
concept into other languages means that that the English term “gender” is
often retained.

NGDOs Non-governmental development organisations

The common term NGO (Non Governmental Organisation) is often
supplemented with a D for development todistinguish NGOs which work
on development issues in the South and carry out development work and
education inthe Noith frem ING Os whose foois and torgerand pacely in
the North (eg work with the homeless in Edrope, care for the elderly, civil

rights etc).
North and South

In international development cooperation several terms have been
adopred todefinethedifferentlevels of economic growth among countries:
developed, less developed, least development; first world, second world,

. third world. Many countries relegated to the status of least development or
third world have rejected these categories arguing that the implied hierarchy
does not respect the cultural, historical and social strengths of countries
which are not as economically strong as the indus:rializedg economies. The
more neutral geographic terms of North and South which roughly
corresponds to industrialized and non-industrialization countries have

been adopted.
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Population

Like development this is a highly contested term which has historical
roots in the 19th century when people became statistical “populations”
which needed to be managed and measured by governments. The
demographic measuring of peoples, like the measurement of a countries’
wealth by GNP, can introduce hierarchies which obscure the actual quality
of life of the people in the country and the different concerns of individuals
and groups of people. The term population officially covers a wide range

f concerns: the politics of redistribution of resources between Northern
d Southern countries, comparison of demographic trends among peoples
i.e. measuring aging trends, birth rates, mortality rates etc.), government
and internation:f family planning programmes aimed to encourage women
toaccept contraception, environmental management in the face of changing
demographictrends and ways to reduce mass migration to namea few. The
success of population programmes is indicated by numbers. i.e. of the
number of acceptors of contraception or the reduction of births. This focus
on numbers though easier to manage does notalwaysallow for peoples’ real
needs to emerge and lead to terms such as the population explosion which
scares rather than helps to explain. In contrast in entering the population
debate the concerns of NGOs and women’s groups are more centred on
people - women’s reproductive health, provision far education, access to
resources, sap ¢ e Drouitainablelivelik catls, cec noim ¢ lezalaiid political
freedom to chose where you live, the reversal of inequitable international
economic policies. Given these different positions, the term needs to be
defined in its specific context to avoid confusion. The proposal by groups
outside the population agencies is that we should talk abour social policy
to empower women, or how to improve primary health care, or to provide
public education on contraceptive methods rather than the “population
programmes” aimed at reducing numbers.
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Note on Resources

. %

FUNDACAD o\ e following documents are statements from European NGOs and
CUIDAR ernational women’s networks prepared for the International Conference
¢ FUTUR0 S9N Population and Development. As part of the goal to share information

» “ /And exchange different points of view the statements are published here as

= a series of resources to engage European NGOs further in the debate. All

of the documents were available at the WIDE-LC Seminar.

The following two statements by DOCHAS an Irish NGDO network
drafted by Pauline Eccles and the NGO Women’s Forum of Germany
outline these two European networks concerns with women, population
and development issues.

The final resource is the concluding statement from “The International
Women'’s Health Conference for Cairo ‘94” held in early 1994 organized
by Jacqueline Piranguay guest at the WIDE-LC Seminar. This meeting
brought together women’s groups from all over the world to strategize
together and presents an alternative view to the mainstream approach to
population and development.
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Dochas Position on Population and Development

1. In the light of the preparations for the 1994 UN Conference on
Population and Development, the Irish NGDOs acknowledge that the
continuing rapid growth in theworld"s population has serious implications
for Third World development. It poses a major challenge to the world
community generally and to development agencies in particular. '

2. The experience of many NGDOs leads us to believe that high birthrates
are integrally linked to poverty. The most important component of a
population policy, therefore, is the sort of basic development programmes
which enable poor people at the grassroots to see that they have some
control over their lives, and provide a level of security or safety-net which
is otherwise provided, at times of crisis and in old age, by children.
Wherever such sustained development has taken place, all the evidence
tends to suggest that people choose for themselves to have fewer children.

3. In particular, the empowerment of women through the provision of
education for girls and skills training and income-generating projects for *
young women is a priority which leads directly to later marriages, better
informed and more free decisions about having children and an improved
socio-economic context within which to make decisions, If women have
more cor <] Hvel 1belf owa Tertility,| [His kel a bositivd dffdet loh Their
possibilities for personal development. This requires a better access to
education and better paid jobs, fertility rates will tend to decline.

Ahigh priority should therefore be given to funding primary health-care
programmes, including women’s education.

4. There must be an integrated approach to community development,
rather than strategies that concentrate on only one issue - apparently as if
the root cause o%all development and environmental evils were over-
population. We believe that such strategies are fundamentally misguided.
But we also believe they are harmful, diverting people from the structural
changes needed to counter the growing impoverishment of much of the
Third World and the ecological destruction that has come with it.

5. Women and men havea basic human right to marry, conceive and form
a family where the decision as to the numEer of children should be a free,
informed and responsible judgement of both parents. Coercion from the
state or any other body, or indeed any measures which subvert the free
choice of the couple is unacceptable. Appropriate family planning education
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to undergird the fundamental principle of responsible parenthood and
enable properly informed decisions to be made E})th about the spacing of
children and about the number that can be economically supported is to
be warmly endorsed.

6. TheIrish NGDOs are opposed to the imposition of population control
programmes on Southern countries as part of aid disbursement
conditionality from the North. In particularwe campaign against population
control projects which, far from extending the space o frcetﬁ)om, bring
undue pressure to bear on women and ‘de facto’ violate their basic rights,
as wellasthose projects which exploitwomen in pharmaceutical experiments.
We share the view of southern women'’s organisations that it is necessary
todelink population policy and family planning and situate birth planning
within the broader Eamcwork of an integral approach of reproductive
rights; embracing information, education, women’ s health care and the
provision of safe and reliable methods of birth regulation in accordance
with the wishes and moral convictions of women and men.

7. The fact that every year 40-60 million abortions are carried out
worldwide (approximately half of them performed outside authorised
health services) dramatically highlights the need for better birth-planning
services. lllegal zbortion is a major cause of materaal mortality in many
countries and birtl lenr ngeauldeonuity e corsideriblrois reduction.

5th November 1993
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Statement on Population and Development
NGO Women’s Forum, Germany

Family planning is a human right of every person to decide about their
own sexuality, life style and numﬁcr of children. The right of free choice,
however, is being withheld from women in various ways. The purpose
family planning programmes is therefore to enable women to make use of
their rights according to their needs. Their rights cannot be treated as
inferior to demographic aims of population policies or reduced to only
l:ontraccptlve.

There are various reasons that women have many, few or no children.
In the South, alongside a desire to have children, poverty, the breaking-up
of traditional networks of social security and patriarchal restrictions often
play adecisive role. Offering women contraceptives alone does not provide
a solution to their manifold problems.

Women in the North are also a long way from achieving self-
determination over their bodies and procreation. This can be seen in the
Federal Republic of Germany's restrictivelegislation on abortion, paragraph

. 218, the over-emphasis on medication and technology during pregnancy
and all other phases of the female life cyzle. Despite state propaganda
proclaim ugitsh ¢h rejard {hrfamilizscrid cli drdn) pleghar oy mears for
many womenabandoning career-oriented goals and financial independence.
At the same time women are under increasing pressure from society to
abort when prenatal tests reveal an abnormal fetus. Measures aimed at
raising the birth rates in the North are intended 1o ensure the dominance
of the white population and thus serve racist goals. Women bear the brunt
of the risks, costs and disadvantages connected with raising children in a
society which has ever increasing expectations concerning the “quality” of
the children women are expected to produce.

The prevailing opinion presented by the media is that population
growth - and, by the same token, the fertlity of Southern women - are the
main causesof thedestruction of the environment, povertyand international
migration, instead of analysing the complex and regionally varying causes
of these problems. This single track argument leads the opinion makers to
see only radical population-policy measures as the way to solve these
problems. Defining the peoples of the South as being dangerous and

otentially destructive - phrases such as “human time bomb” and
population explosion” are typical examples of what is fundamentally
racist attitudes.
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The North’s consumption of resources and pollution are the main
causes of the world’s environmental problems. The North shares
responsibility for the shrinking of the rain forests in the South and the
environmental destruction caused by growing cash crops for export. But
it is women, who plant crops for domestic consumption and who have to
fetrch water and firewood, that suffer the most from environmental
destruction.

Falling prices on international markets, increasing foreign indebtedness
and militarisation have worsened the economic crisis in most countries of
the South. In order to qualify for aid from the IMF and the World Bank,
these countries have accepted structural-adjustment programmes and
therefore made cuts in their health-care, education and social welfare
programmes. As a result, there has been a drastic drop in the quality of
Ecnera.l health-care services; infant mortality, as well as death in childbirth,

ave both risen. At the same time, the countries of the North are granting
more money to population programmes. This has not led to any
improvement inthe living conditions of the people of the South.

The connection made berween migration and pog‘ulation growth are in
turn linked to the North’s increasing rejection of refugees from the South.
The rzasons for flight = such 5 loss of land, envirsamental destruction,
neglect of nadition | £ aiag, lack cf ircoae geaeating opprortunities in
the cities, being driven away from home, persecution, war and other
conflicts - are being lost from sight, in the same way as is happening to
much larger South-South migration; the underlying reasons for refugee
movements, the unequal distribution of resources and prosperity, are not
questioned.

Using birth-control programmes to achieve demographic targers by
drastically lowering birth rates has resulted in the development of
contraceptives for women that are effective fora long period, which do not
depend on whether the woman has any motivation to have fewer children
and over which she has no control - implants and injections, for example.
This leads to the distribution of contraceptives which harm women’s
health and to coercive participation of the poor and those regarded as
“ethnically undesirable” in birth-control programmes. Instead, women
and men should have access to information on sexuality and their bodies,
aswellas on contraceptive methods which meet their needs and conditions.
This can only be done by programme approaches which are decentralized,
grass-root-oriented and voluntary.
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We are for family planning on the basis of free choice, but we are against
the intention to include demographic targets in the final document of the
UN-Conference on Population and Development. We protest against
making development aicr conditional on population policy. We also object
to population control programmes being part of development co-operation.
For example, the government of the Federal Republic of Germany has
approved DM 105 million worth of bilateral aid to Bangladesh - of which
DM 50 million is to be spent on population-control programmes.

What we need instead are programmes which empower women and
which improve their lives ancr their standards of health and education.
These are goals in themselves and should not be made to serve the purposes
of demographic targets.

NGO-Women’s Forum Jan. 12, 1994
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The Rio Statement of
“Reproductive Health and Justice:
International Women’s Health Conference
For Cairo 1994”

During the period January 24-28, 1994, 227 women from 79 countries
articipated in “Reproductive Health and Justice:-International Women’s
ealth Conference for Cairo "94” held in Rio de Janeiro. The conference
brought together representatives of women’s and other non-governmental
organizations and networks active in the fields of health,human rights,
evelopment, environment, and population. The main objective of the
nference was for women to prepare to participate in the International
nference on Population and Development to be held in Cairo in
September 1994, and to provide a forum where women could search for
and identify commonalities on reproductive health and justice, while
recognizing the diversities emanating from different economic, social,
political, and cultural backgrounds. The conferencealso aimed atdeveloping
tools and strategies to be used before, during and after the Cairo conference.

The participants strongly voiced their opposition to population policies
intenc'ed to control the fertilizy of worren and rhat do not address their
basic night o tecire livel hood, feedom from peverty aud oppr=ssion, or
do not respect their rights to free informed choice or to adequate health
care; that whether such policies are pro- or anti-natalist, they are often
coercive, treat women as objects not subjects, and that in the context of
such policies, low fertility does not result in alleviation of poverty. In fact,
a significant number of the participants opposed population policies as
being inherently coercive. There was unanimous opposition to designing
fertility control measures or population policies specifically targeted at
Southern countries, indigenous peoples or marginalized groups within
both Southern and Northern countries, whether by race, class, ethniciry,
religion, or other basis.

There was also significant criticism of pressure by donors and efforts to
link development aid or structural adjustment programs to the. institution
and/or implementation of population control policies and a suggestion
that donor countries should not promote in other countries what they do
not support for the majority of their own people.
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It was agreed that:

1. Inequitable development models and strategies constitute the underly-
ing basis of growing poverty and marginalization of women, environmen-
tal degradarion, growing numbers of migrants and refugees, and the rise of
fundamentalism everywhere. For women, these problems (and their
presumed solutions through economic programmes for structural
adjustment which promote export production at the expense of local
needs) have particularly severe consequences, growing work-burdens and
responsibilities (whether in female-headed houscholds or otherwise);
spiralling prices and worsened access to food, education;health services and
other basic rights; greater economic pressures to earn incomes; growing
victimization through violence, wars, and fundamentalist attempts to
control and subordinate women sexually and in a number of other ways..

2. External debrt, structural adjustment programmes, and international
terms of trade sustain Northern domination, increase inequalities berween
richand poorin all countries, aggravate civil strife, encouragethe corruption
of government leaders, and erode the already meager resources for basic
services.

3. Environmental degradation was seen to be closely related to inequality
in resource; 21d cons smion, drofitidriven rroduct onsyiteras, and the
role of tne mulitary as a major poiiuter and user of resources; ience, there
is a close relationship between the violence and poverty that bedevil
people’s, particularly women’s, livesand cnvironmcntas’;roblems. Focussing
on women’s fertility as a major cause of the current environmental crisis
diverts attention from root causes including exploitative economic systems,
unsustainable elite consumption patterns and militarism. Women in the
conference urged governments to diminish military expenditures in favor
of social programmes. Theparticipants also urged the Northern governments
and donors to stop supporting and financing military and undemocratic
regimes in the South.

4. There was particular concern about the situation of women migrants who
are heads of households, domestic servants, migrant workers, entertainers and
other service workers. It was agreed that while the movement of people should
not be constrained by discriminatory and restrictive immigration policies
which operate in contexts where migration is often forced by economic
hardship, civil strife, war and political persecution, efforts should be made to
address the brutality and violence faced by women and children whoare victims
of trafficking and sexual exploitation.
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5. Alternative development strategies must be identified. In doing so, there
is no single blueprint for development strategies but a mulriplicity of
approacheswithin a basic Framewori of food security, adequateemployment
and incomes, and good quality basic services which can be guaranteed

2 through democratic people-centered and participatory processes.
=
& b. The “sustainable and human development models” that are currently
WS £
y FIRE 5 ing proposed in the official documents of governmentsand international

organizations, need to be based on investments and social policies that
-guarantee the quality of life and well-being of all people.

7. There was general agreement on the need to design social development
policies starting from the concerns and priorities of women. These include:

- the need to redistribute resources in an equitable and just manner
without discrimination against women, to remove poverty, and to
improve the quality of life of all;

- the need to design development strategies so that they do not
disempower and marginalize people, particularly women;

-+ restore and strengthen basic services (for health, education,
noising, cu ) rixit have beer croded by rnacroecor omi: policies;

- 1o provide health services that are of good quality, accessible,
compreherisive, and address the reproductive health needs of
women and men of all ages;

- to address reproductive health and rights needs and concerns
(including the right to free and informed choice) within the

context of social and economic justice;

- tostrengthen women's participation and empowerment inpolitical
and policy-making processes and institutions with the goal of
achieving gender balance in all such processes and institutions;

- to build accountability processes and mechanisms into policies.
8. The discussion of fundamentalism brought strong agreement that,
whatever its origins or religious claims, its aim is political. Central to

fundamentalist attempts to fgain political power is the control of women’s
lives and in particular of female sexuality, including the right to self-
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determination and reproductive decisions. There was criticism of the role
of major Northern countries in supporting fundamentalist groups for their
own political ends Fundamentalists use religion, culture, and ethnicity in
their pursuit of power; such movements represent a new form of war
against women and an aggressive attempt to mutilate their human rights.

9. A major site of the fundamentalist war against women is over the
meaning of “families” . The participants at the conference agreed that a
definition of family which is limited to a model with a male “head” of
household, wife and children, does not reflect the lifesituation of all of the
world’s people. Instead it was agreed that all those who voluntarily come
together and define themselves as a family, accepting a commitment to
each other’s well being, should be respected, supported, and affirmed as
such.

10. All members of the family have rights, especially to justice and human
dignity. Physical, emotional, psychological or sexual abusetowards women,
young girls and children within families constitute a serious violation of
basic human rights under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Women's rights within the family include access to resources, participation
in decision making, bodily integrity and security. Women have a right to
participate in public life, ro social benefits and social insurance, and to have
their unbaid work nsideand outside the lisme recoghizad znd shared by
all memoersof the wanidiy:

11. Comprehensive and high quality health services for women, including
for reproductive health, are a primary responsibility of governments. They
should be available, accessible and affordable to women in order to reduce
maternal mortality, morbidity, child mortality and unsafe abortion, within
a broad women's health approach that addresses women's needs across the
life cycle. Qualitative (as well as quantitative) indicators need to be
developed to assess services, and users need to be involved in this.

12. There was clear agreement that quality reproductive health services are
a key right for women. However, existing family planning programs
cannotsimply be redefined as programs of reproductive health- Reproductive
health services should include prenatal, childbirth and postpartum care
including nutritional and lactation programs; safe contraception safe non-
compulsory abortion; prevention, early diagnosis and treatment of Sexually
transmitted diseases, and breast, cervical and other women’s cancers as well
asthe prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS, and treatment of infertility;
all with the informed consent of women. These services should be women-
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centered and women-controlled and every effort should be made to

ent the maltreatment and abuse of women users by the medical staff.
e UN and other donors and governments should recognize the right to
safeand legal abortion asan intrinsic part of women's rights, and governments
should change legislation and implement policies to n:ﬁect such a
recognition.

13. In the area of contraceprive technology, resources should be redirected
from provider-controlled and potent;ﬁlyy high risk methods, like the
vaccine, to barrier methods. A significant proportion of the participants
also feltstrongly that Norplant or otherlong-term hormonal contraceptives
Should be explicitly mentioned as high-risk methods from which resources
should be redirected. Female controlled methods that provide both
contraception and protection from sexually transmitted diseases, including
HIV, as well as male methods, should receive the highest priority in
contraceptive research and development. Women’s organizations are
entitled to independently monitor contraceptive trials and ensurewomen’s
free informed consent to enter the trial. Trial results must be available for
women'’s organizations the different stages of such trials, including the very
early stages. '

14. Better health services are one element of women’ s human rights. In
additical szcu ity ind gender pawer ezt onshibs widst i zddressed asa
central aspect of reproductive rights. Reproductive rights are inalienable
human rights which are inseparable from other basic rights such as the right
to food, shelter, health, security, livelihood, education and political
empowerment. Therefore, the design and implementation of Policies
affecting reproductive rights and health should conform to international
human rights standards.

15. Women are entitled to bodily integrity. Within this principle, violence
against women; forced early marriage; and harmful practices, especially
female genital mutilation, must be recognized as a major reproductive
rights, health and development issue. Governments should take measures
to combat such practices and should be held accountable for failure to do so.

Reproductive Health and Justice: International Women’s Health

Conference for Cairo '94
January 24-28, 1994 Rio de Janeiro
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AGUERO, Maria Eiena
Interamerican Development Bank
Val des Bécasses, 2

B-1150 Brussels

Tel : 32 2 770.55.00

Fax : 32 2 772.75.09

AUDATE, Valantine
Administration Générale de la

Coopération au Développement, Service

de la formation

66, rue de I'Hétel des Monnaies
B-1060 Brussels

Tel: 32 2538.61.12

BRID, Brennan
Transnational Institute
Paulus Porterstraat, 20
NL-1071 DA Amsterdam
Tel : 31 20 662.66.08
Fax: 31 20 675.71.76



CONSTANT, Anne MEHRA, Malini

Administration Générale de la Institute of Development Research
Coopération au Développement, (University of Amsterdam)
Service d’information Sassenheimerstraat, 15 11
5, Place du Champ de Mars (Boite 57) NL-1059 BA Amsterdam
B-1050 Brussels Tel: 31 20 614.33.04
Tel:322519.04.73
SCHMITZ, Alain
DAVIES, Trudy Administration Générale de la
British Parlementary Group on Coopération au Développement, Service
Population and Development de la formation P
House of Commons 1, avenue de Bcrd\em—Sainu-Apthc
Room 301, Norman Shaw South B-1080 Brussels
London SW1A OAA Tel:322424.21.13
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel : 4471 219.24.92 VANDENBULCKE, W.
Fax : 44 71 219.26.41 Algemeen Bestuur voor
Ontwikkelingssamenwerking,
FRANSEN, Jan Animaticdicnst
Justice and Peace Marsveldplein 5, bus 57
17, ruc de la Bonne Espérance B-1050 Brussels
B-1348 Louvain-La Neuve Tel : 322 519.02.11
Tel : 32 010 45.59.09 Fax: 32 2 519.05.85
GEORGES, Geneviéve NGDOs
Place Louis Horichar, 39
B-1060 Brusssels ALVLAERT, Bénédicte
Tel: 32 5384739 VAS DER VKM M iele
WiDE Secreaariar
GOLDBERG-SALINAS, Anette 10, Squarc Ambiorix
SID-FRANCE B-1040 Brussels
58, Bld. Apago Tel:32.2.73244 10
F-75013 Paris Fax :32.2.736 19 34
Tel : 33 1 4408.73.07
Fax : 33 1 4707.81.75 ARREGI, Begonia
WIDE Platform, Spain
HELMICH, Henny HEGOA-BILBAO
OECD - Paris Avenida Lehendakari Aguirre, 83
94, rue Chardon Lagache 48015 BILBAO
F-75016 Paris SPAIN
Tel:33 1 4524.82.85 Tel: 34 4 447.35.12/ 34 4 447.16.08
Fax : 33 1 4524.79.43 Fax .34 4 476.26.53
HEREMANS, Ria ‘ BOSCHMAN, Hermien
Centre d'information et Burcau de - Wemos
Liaison des Nations Unies Postbus 1693
40, avenue de Broqueville NL-1000 BR Amsterdam
Brussels ] Tel: 312042022 22
Tel : 32 2770.50.47 Fax : 31 20 620 50 94

Fax : 32 2 770.77.59
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DE LA CRUZ, Carmen %
Grupo “Mujeres y Desarrol 2
Coordinadora ONG

WIDE Platform, Spain

Cartagena 22, 2° izq.
SPAIN

Tel: 34 1 361.10.96
Fax:34 1 361.11.45

DE SENILLOSA, Ignacio
INTERMON

C/ Roger de Liuria, 15
08010 Barcelona

SPAIN

Tel : 34.3.482 07 00

Fax : 34.3.482.07.07

DUMON, Guido
Wereld Solidariteit
rue de la loi

B-1040 Bruxelles
Tel : 32-2/ 237.37.60

FERREIRA, Pedro Nuno

OIKOS, Cooperagao ¢ Desenvolvimento
Av. Visconde Valmor 35, 3" Dre

1000 Lifvoz

PORTUGAL

Tel : 351 1 796.47.19

Fax :3511793.97.91

FITZPATRICK, Ann

COMHLAM (Association of returned
ment Workers) + BANULACHT

Lower Camder Stree, 61

Dublin 2

IRELAND

Tel : 01 478.34.90

Fax : 01 478.37.38

FOCA, Anna
MOLISV

Piazza Albania 10
[-00153 Roma

Tel : 39 6 57.30.03.30
Fax : 39 6 574.48.69

‘emmes et Changements
14, P Dubail
F-75010 Paris

Tel : 33 1 44.65.00.66

HARCOURT, Wendy
WIDE/ SID-WID (Sociery for
International ment)
Palazzo CivilﬂchTthom
1-00144 Roma

Tel: 39 6 592.55.06

Fax : 39 6 591.98.36

HECKMANN, Véronique
JACQUET, Isabelle
MACKIE, James
Secrétariat du CL

10, Square Ambiorix

B-1 Bruxelles

Tel: 32.2.736 40 87
Fax:32.2.73219 34

KELLER, Ulrich

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir die Vercinten
Nationen/German UN-Association
Pag Hommaskoid Houus

P'ope dorderAllze 55

D-53115 Bonn

Tel : 49 228 213646

Fax : 49 228 217492

KEYES, Deirdre
DOCHAS

Deerpark Road, 59
Mount Merrion, Dublin
IRELAND

Tel : 353 1 288.61.41
Fax : 353 1 288.61.41

LAZARIS, Ketty

Institur d'Erudes des femmes de la
Méditerranée KEGMEE

115 Har TRIKOPUPI

Athens 114 73

GREECE

Tel + Fax: 30-1/ 36.15.660
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LUNACEK, Ulrike
OIE (Austrian Information Service on
Development Policics)
sse, 7
A - 1090 Vienna
Tel: 43 1 317.30.90 ext 317
Fax : 43 1 317.30.95

MELCHIORI, Paola

Via Lanciari di Novara, 19
1-31100 Treviso

Tel : 39-422/ 431.870
Fax : 39-422/ 549.333

NIELSEN, Helle

KULU - Women and Development
Landgreven, 7

1301 Copenhagen K

DENMARK

Tel:33 1578 70

Fax : 33 3253 30

REDING, Fabienne
Fréres des Hommes
Rue des Bains, 11

1212 LUXEMBQURG
Tel : 352 46.62.38
Fax:352 221955

HIVOS

Raamweg, 16

NL-2596 HL Den Haag
Tel : 31-70/ 363.69.07
Fax : 31-70/ 361.74.47

REYSOO, Fenneke

Vrouwenberaad
Ontwikkelingssamenwerking VENA
Postbus 77

NL-2340 AB Ocgstgeest
Tel:317115.93.92

Tel: 3171 27.33.61

RYCKMANS, Héléne

Le monde selon les femmes
Place Montesquicu, 1 bre 17
Wavre

BELGIUM

Tel: 32010 47.42.18

Fax :32 010 47.29.52

UYTTENHOVE, llse
VERGEYLE, Marianne
NCOS
Vlasfabrickstraar, 11
B-1060 Brussel

Tel: 32 2539.26.20
Fax:322539.13.43

VALETTE, René

CCFD Comité catholique contre la faim et
pour le développement

4, rue Jean TIER

F-750006 Paris

Tel:32 144828004

Fax : 32 1 44 82 81 41

VELOSO, Maria Joana
ACEP-Porugal
Calcadinha, 20-30 Estarao
1100 Lisboa
PORTUGAL

Tel : 351 1 886.12.18

Population NGOs

ALLBACK, Rigme-

Werkl 2o sulaticn Psundation
Ailmojeuajen

18339 Taby

SWEDEN

Tel : 46-8/ 792.41.11

Fax : 46-8/ 792.31.66

APOSTOLOPORLOS, Sophie

Family Planning Association of Greece IPPF
Eu Region

A&mior. B

TT 15771 Athens

GREECE

Tel : 301 777.87.597/30 1 777.69.69
Fax :30 1 777.69.69

HYDE, Sarah

Marie Stopes International
62 Grafton Way

London WIP 5LD
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel : 44 71 388 37 40
Fax: 44 71 388 19 46




ROOS, Janncke

World Population Foundation
Derkinderenlaan, 14
NL-1215 EM Laren

Tel : 31 2153.89433

Fax : 31 2153.82551

SIERZPOWSKA-KETNER, Anna.
Londynska 12M31

03-921 Warsawa

POLAND

opolazione ¢ Suiluppo
Via Panisperna, 207

[-00184 Roma
Tel : 39 6 474.60.11
Fax : 39 6 481.78.77

International migration NGOs

ADELEYE-FAYEMI, Bisi
Akina mama Wa Afrika
London Wemen's Comitir
4, Wild Courc

London

UNITED KINGDOM
Tel : 44 71 405.06.78
Fax : 44 71 831.39.47

MELLOUK, Taha

Forumdes Migrmntsde|'Union Européenne
57, rue de I'Egalicé

F- 93350 Le Bourget

Tel: 331 835.38.51

European Parliament

KUPPERS, Gaby

Les verts du parlement Européen
Rue Bélliard 97-113

B-1047 Bruxelles

Tel : 00 32 2 284,51 .41

Fax : 00 32 2 284.91 .41

SIMONS, Barbara

Rue Bélliard, 79-113
B-1040 Bruxelles

Tel : 00 32 2 284.55.96
Fax : 00 322 284 9596

Southern Resource Persons

ARIPURNAMLI, Sita
KALYANAMITRA

Women's Communication and
Information Centre

JL Sebret 10 A, Ps Minggu

Jakarta 12504

INDONESIA

Tel : 62. 21 7806683

Fax : 62, 21.4899706/62. 21.8094379

BINAMA, El-llghu

NOVIB Coordination Afrique del'Ouest
06 BP 9037

Secteur 13

Ouagadougou 06

BURKINA FASO

Tel + Fax: 00 236 36 30 32

MOHAMMED, Patricia
(Cenzz rorGendevan 11D avelopnicr e Studies
University of West Indies

Mona Kingston 7
AMAICA

el : 809 927 1913
Fax : 809 927 2409

PITANGUY, Jacqueline

CEPIA, Cidadania, Estudo, Pesquisa;
informagao € agao

Rua do RUSSEL, 694

2° andar Gloria

Rio de Janeiro R]

BRASIL

Tel + Fax: 55. 21. 225 61 15

SHIVA, Mira

People Health Network
A 60, Haus Khas

New Delhi- 110016
INDIA

Tel : 91 11 665003
Fax : 91 11 6856795



THONE GOSSINGAR, Achta
Association tchadienne pour le
bien-écre familial

BP 4064

N'Djamena

TCHAD

Tel : 235 51 43 37

Fax : Télex ( 5249 KD) Ca

Networks

AGRASOT, Paloma

Bureau Euro de I'Environnement
rue de la Victoire 26 bre 12

B-1060 Brussels

Tel: 32 2 539.00.37

Fax : 32 2 539.09.21

COOLHAN, Teresa
Helpage International

Av. de Tervuren, 142 Bre 5
B-1150 Brussels

Tel : 32 2735.79.32

Fax: 32 2732.54.19

HELFFERICH, Barbara
European Wom:si's "ebby
22, rue du Medidien

1030 Brussels

BELGIUM
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LUSWETI, Jean
EURODAD

10, Sq. Ambiorix
1040 Brussels
BELGIUM

Tel: 322 732.70.07
Fax:322732.19.34

SCHIOLDAN NIELSEN, Brita
EUROSTEP

Rue Stévin, 115

B-1040 Brusscls
Tel:322231.1659

Fax : 32 2 230.37.80

WACHTELAER, Claude
Fédération Laique humaniste
CP 236 Campus ULB

Bd du Triomphe, 1

B-1050 Brussels

Tel:322. 24264 63

Fax : 32 2 647 61 21

ZOMER, Hans
APRODEY

174, rue Joseph I1
1044 Bayasels
BELTIUM

Tel: 3222310102
Fax:322231 1413
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NGDO-EC-LC

Liaison Committee of Development NGOs to the European Committee
Main objectives

- To represent the views of European NGOs to the European Commission,
Parliament and Council of Ministers.

- To promote the flow of information to European NGOs on EC development
policies, work and resources.

- To facilitate and improve the access of European NGOsito EC resources for
development and emergency work.

- Toencourage cooperation, dialogueand theexchange ofideas and experiences
amongst European NGOs and NGO networks.

- To contribute actively to the formulation of Europcan Community
development cooperation, humanitarian assistance and other policies that have
a bearing and influence on the Community’s relation to the Third World. -

Executive Secretary: James Mackie
NGDO-EC Liaison Commirtce

Square Ambiorix

B - 1040 Brussels

tel: 32-3-736-4087 fax: 32-2- 732 1934
& E.mail: clong@gn ape.org

o :
Fundacdo Cuidar o Futuro

WIDE

Network Women in Development Europe

liai

Aims

- Toinfluence European and international policies on gender related development
iS50S5,

- To raise awareness on gender and development issues among important
sectors of opinion in Europe.

- To promote dialogue and action among European women, southern women
and southern women living in Europe in order to empower women worldwide.
- To exchange information and experiences concerning national policies on
gender issues, gender training and evaluation.

WIDE Coordinator: Micke van der Vieken
10, Square Ambiorix

B - 1040 Brussels

Tel: 32-2-732-4410

Fax: 32-2-736 1934

E.mail: WIDE@gn




