Vo\‘o de Venc.i.do'

- bradugde in ﬂlt.la

Funtigao-Cday

YAOara




MARIA DE LOURDES PINTABILGO

Fundac;éc’)mé“ﬁfarér o Futu



s Vst Utaas a2’
lﬁﬁa daes o i \.L'-!vas S “ e 3 y
—c CEna e torporsn T

KARIA Di LOURDES PINTASILGC (defeated): The chapter "Research and
Technological Developuent" is part of the Fourth Portuguese Development
Plan 1974 « 1979 which considers itself to be the bearer of a "global
nodel of development", Xy fundamental objection arises from the
subordination of this chapter to the proposed "model”, The guide
linea of this “global model of development” are defined in a series
of facts and directives which if they are taken one by one do not
dessrve too much negative eriticism, However, they are stated within
the context of a strong affirmation that: "the global sense of the
evolution to be aimed at, ultisately, can only be attunement to
developed Burepe.,” I reject this main emphasis,

To this wodel of developument, for a country which, besides having
& very low per gapita income, is facing one of the most difficult
pheses of ite history (as the Prime Minister affirumed without
evasion during hie visit to lendon,) I find myself obliged to put a
'no' as categoric as the definition of the model of development which
the Plan adopts appears to be to me,

Wy reasons for r¢JicGirs til mvdal of evmpetision vitlh a developed
Hurope are varied; some reasons are of an ideological nature, others
are of a methodological nature,

On the ideological level, I reject the idea that the life of a
country be determined by the incentive of competition, History shows
that competition is not the priwe factor in determining the autonomy
and survival of a people and even in countries, such as the U,S.A,,
where this competition is used ss a guarantee of world success, it benifits only
& minimal section of the population,

loreover, I refect the idea that the model to be followed is that
of developed Europe, In deing this, I adopt the unanimous opinion of
sociologists whe have devoted their research to development and who affirm:
"the necesaity of attributing to political, administrative and humen feotors
the smme priority as that given to material development.” (Gumnar lyrdal

in Asisn Draus)
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For this reason, even if we were to become more intenmsely integrated
into Burope, I do no believe that the country should follow the same
road because the structural conditions of the Portugueése nation are
very differnt from those countries which hake up what the Flan calls
"developed EBurope",

#hy am I making this eritique? I am making it in the name of the
very context in whioh the Plan mainteins it is situated: that of Ma
global modesl of development", In the firet place, if we use correct
terminology, & global model is not one which integrates all gsefors
and all yegions of & socisty, It is,above all, e model which
unifies the Adverse aspects of a society, inspiring and enabling it to
take ite own historical evelution into ite own hands, BSuch a model
confers an all-eumbracing character to the finslities of man in his
sociological, historical and ecological situatedness, That means:
it is essential to know the men and women who will be the authors of this
development, the meghanirms which move and insepire them, the ancestral
foreces which condition and cetermine them, the expressions taken by
their common will in today's world, the tellurian reality that enables
them to perform specific and creative activities and the living
conditions whioch are necessary so that they can feel and express a
truly human life,

A gloval model of development for Portugal would be cne which
integrates these diverse factors and extracts the parameters and
variables from them in the decantation of experience which is inherent
to a seientifie interpretation of reality.

Moreover, it is the capacity which a society has of facing its
own problems in an original way, even if they correspond to those of
countries which are commonly called "underdeveloped" or "beckward”,
that enables it, on the one hand, to find the springboard to a healthy
self-reliance and, on the other kand, to hecome capable of discovering
elements whiek sze®qually new end innovatory in situations which
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considered to be "developed" or "advanced", Each time that a problem is
treated with an interdiseiplinary approach, the instruments of modern
technolegy, the required creativity within the system, and the logie
that gives rise to it, it is possible %o arrive at an in-depth seolution
which is unique because it relatvs all the givens and universal becauze
it is completely localized in time and place,

T believe that this capacity exists sporadicallyin Portuguese
society and potentially in its people, I lament (and express this
with a negative vote) the fact that the Fourth Plan of Bevelopment
has not provided the necessary opportunity to discover this national
capacity and, thus, te¢ invent a new destiny.

By placing the problem on an ideclogical level, I wanted to
underline the fact that the proposed Fourth Plan makes a political
choice whose premises are debatable in the sciences of development and,
up to a certain point, contradictory %o the traditional prineiples of
the nation in its cultural identity.

The methodelogical Alpayrssmen’t flows from all, taess idaclogical
aspects, The theory of development which the Fourth Plan propeses makes
men and institutions "adapt” to the growth of the ecomomy, The problem
thus posed can only lead to a growing gap between the creested wealth
and the men to whom,by right but not in fact, it is destined,

Moreover, the theory on which ay observations are based can be
found in any study on unified development, It is enough %o quete an
article from ; ] 1971, 3L
"Hany of the expenses of the poorest couniries represent & douyiiring

attenmpt to compete from & disadvantaged gituation in order to resolve
the same type of problems with the same methods, instead of atteupting
to resolve those which arise from their own conditions.”

Using mere severe terms, the economist Stiglersays: "The small
soonomies can imitate us by following our methods for deing things
this year, but not our methods of changing things next year,”
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A parallel criticism has been made in our country, Thus, the
article "Development and Preductivity",
clearly states that: "It would not be correct to start from the

principls that any economic development, just because iv is econoumis,
is a means of development now." Or, again: "Econcmic development

is & means to dsvelopuwent which must be acted upon so that it gives
the greatest possible contributions in relation bvo soeial objeetives,
It is an active, dewarnding position through whioh the unified cha=-
racter of the socic-vconomic reality must be made use of, not only in
the sense of aveiding all the eventual negative conseguences (dehu-
maniging working conditions, pollutien of the atmesphere, etc,),

but, above all, to obtain the maximum positive social effects. "

I do not wish to ignore the technical difficulties which a
unified sooio-sconomic global model of development presents, Such
difficulties are recognized in the U, report on the World Social
Situation, published in 1971, as arieing from the "absence of method-
ological instruments whioh are ddaquase o She ands o) aa integrated
planning”, These Rifficulties today are the objeot of numerous
studies which wey be the beginning of a way to overcome them,

This level, the discovery of adeg
blanning je key, Its importance is as relevant to macrosocial

epplication in the large autonomous regions of Portuguese territories
as it is relevant to microsocial application in any other community
or institution wiith an autonemy of its own, In my epinion, the discovery
and working out of these methodologies should be the abselute prierity
of "Research and Technological Development”,
But the chapter "Ressarch and Technological Development™is
framed by the section on "Seotors of Support to Boenomic Activity",
This is the same es zaying that, aven if the oubtlook of the Plan as &
whole were different and if ths internal options of research were
others, the {ramework condemns this chapter to be a mere instrument of




econemic mechanisms,

fhen a country faces its future, it asks the quesiions thai iis
historic moment requires, And it is these guestions which will be the
object of research, oven though it bs necessary te change course, ocut
grante, dethrone fiefs, invent sectors as yet unexplored by study or
action, Som; will maintain that the subordination of "Research and
Technological Devaelopufiet" to the parameters of the present moment
restricts the liberty of the researchers, They unight argue that this
would be a limitation of certain highly specialized fields of pure
research hecause it proposes problems which are apparently more
modest since they are more direct and concrete, And I ask: who is
the freer? The ressarcher who directs his perserverance and his
ereativity in response to the human and soeial necessities of a country,
or the researcher whose daily efforts are ultimately dictated by the
laws of commerce or by the insxorable mechanisms of competidion?
Who is the fresy?

It is in this context that I criticime the erder of the first
point of the chapter under consideration on "Strategy for Developuent ==
General Co-ordinates”, There are four ce-ordinates of the "Pelioy
of Soience and Technology" which are the basic guide lines for the
period of execution of the Plan, In by mind, one should dstermine
the others, namely the one called "Suitability of the System te the
Negessities and Priorities of our Hconewmic and Sceial Development
Process”, Indeed, from its study depend the gonditions of "Expansion
of the National Capacity for Seientific and Technical Hesearch", the
Lorms of "Orgenization and a Coherent and Integrated Administration
in Secientific and Technolegical Aetivities™, the detsrmining eriteria
of "Productivity of ths Resoupeas Voted to Resecarch”,

The second point of the shanter under consideration is "Programming
of Actions to Be Undertaken -~ Political MHeasures™, This chapter,
because of the subordinatdion to economies that it supposes, is not
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to go beyond & certain jabulation sad does not establish correlations or,
at the very loast, hisrarchies, To be sure, the "establishment of global
structurea of coordinstion™ ivc zeen as 2 priority, but the exigencies

of a selentific ccordination ere not followed through, I refer to the
need to fegoppartsentelize in order to discover the zegl (and not
theoretic or fietitious) jnots end the gommon problems in relation to
whick the structures of coordination need to be bulli,

The subechapters "Research in the Publie Sector", "Research in
Institutes of Wigher losrning", Research in Businsss"eould, thus, be
reviewed in a renewed perspeotive of preblome, ohsrmeteristies and
means of res¢arch which have traditicnally been given to them and
which the Plan sasily accepts without question,

Lot us consider ressareh in private ReAn seelis sl avmgpelis
making,) Thers is novhers a referense to the need for these entar=
prises to develop their cun projects of ressarci, I believe insertion
in goncrets reali @ ects to-hel ter adaptation
to national prtoﬂptgﬁa cotgglgérfmgmuu of
such projeots is a valuable asset which should not be disregarded,

It would also be worth asking if, at 2 %ime in history when the
wniversity (This its younger olament can only sxpress negatively,)
refuses to be an ivory towsr outside scoial, cconomie, cultural and
politicel reality, it is Juotifiable to have a “eoimexr" of "pure"
ressarch within its welle in orxder to prossrve the university instie
tution for the high speculations of fundamental reasarch,

It would also be worth asking if the identification of politiocs
and adsinistration with research is evident or erystal clear. This
gquestion arises frow the existence of a nuaber of feets which can be
obssrveddaily, sueh as: the experiencs of introjsction of the norms
of the establishment, the oscillating murlot political changes
and its reperoussions on the very logic and autonomy of research,
the unconseious machanism of selfecensorship which politicall}ly loaded
proposals negessarily ereate in the researcher beoause of previ
politicaelly innefective experiences,
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de come now to the taird point of this chapiter "Priority Fields
of Research™, Tho project presenisz a sectorial division wkioh,
becausa of the variety of aspects it touches, ends up neutraliging
all the questions without undﬁrlining those that really have pricrity,
I believe that this faot results from the sabiguity with which ihe
gonerste solutions resultiug frow the eeoncaie outlook of the Flan
are prossmtad, Tt is hers that it reveals itself to be noneopera=
tiomnal,

The project sess the "social sections” as prioritary fields of
research because of the "rapid process of industrialization and of
the influx to the large centers, It scems tc me that this aspeet,
although important, is secondary, Oan the other hand, research in the
field of "amocial seciione” lacks a more complets and more orisnted e
oxprosaion than that vhich is essentially enunciasted in the text.
Although I recognize the validity of the introduction of new fields
which presupposa wﬁd&;g&ﬁﬁl aa‘aarapm ng them
totally juxtaposed, I ask myself if they correspend in faet to any
direction at all, & clesr diregiion would be nosded in order to face
the worsening soclal situslion of the counbry,

Tuo aepscis of the so-called "soclial sectors™ ssem to have been

completsly overlosked as prioritary matter for ressarch: firetly, the

lation of its socio-cultural rsality, in the formulation of its conmue~
nity intersste, in the joint decision with the Executive on the ways
to resolve the concrets probleus,

I find 1t strenge, too, that the rcle of ressarzch in the field of

has not been pointed out. Agaim, this question comes from the awarensss
of the human and social situation of the eountry. In







