INTRODUVCTION:

/. Some fundumental remarks are esseatial before starting a
analysis of the subject .

1, The wiole field of"woman's role and task in the world™ is a very
complexy ome, made up by a wide range of contributions from
differeat fields. 0 se: it only through one coancrete angle, can,
in apite of its validity, lead to & narrow view of things and even
0 serious uistakes. Ihe need is felt for &« comprenreasive thinking
and ressarch.

2. Only having in wind tols comprenensive thinking we can speak of
@ study on wosan as a field in itself, This means that as well as
one cannot discourse on physics if ons has not studied it, one
cannot make too many stateaents about "woman®™ if this does not
come at least from a minimum of informatiom. Ihis seeums quite impossi:
ble as the fact of being @ woman gives a secure feeling of kuowing
it allil...for a study of wvoman among women strict objectivity
is a basic reguirenent! )
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5. When we start studying “"woman" we are not (obviously!) aining at a
feninisl society. Un the contrary - what we aim at is having women
fulfilling their own personal vocation and task in the best way
within society, in harnonious relationships asong themselves,
with men, fully and deeply involved and taken up in all structures
of socliety.

4. Words and concepis about the mole of woman that were widely spread
20 or 30 years ago were certaialy borm cut of a true intuition of
values but were not justified and unfolded enough in their
fundaments and consequences. Howadays study and research in the of
different fielcds contributing to the defimition of the role and
task of woman have given a seriocus scientific foundatioan to those
intuitions. the interesting fact is that those intuitions have not
tecn developyped as such but have been reached on another level,
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ihey bave Leen purified from treir moral and sentimeantal approach
and are now the expression of an existential and gleobal apyroach
on & scientific basis.

5« 10 study the role and task of woman we cannot anymore take a
fev abstract ideas (evem if they are extremely valic in themselves)
and from them, through & deductive reasoning, druv certain guiding
lincs, We necvd Lo start frow reality, froa the human person &s &
wvoman seeing her &8 she is and appears in the multiple relationshipt
that define her insertion in life and society.

6. The study of wouan does mot follovw singular rules... Already in the
“profane®™ knowledge we realize that nothing can nowadays be grasped
in a splendid isolation. Everything has roots in many different gf
grounds and its undersianding depends on the clear insight we
can have on those grounds., The saue is true for ths life of the
Church, We have come (0 conaect realities which in the past were
alvays seel lCimgiaid Joiilale @.5 kil ana niseion, dogna
anc sacrasents, structure and life, etc, etc. In the transmission
of the Christian message tuis trend is particularly striking
- modern Catechetics is directed towards the whole person and
ains at reaching all the expressions and spheres of life where
the person iz "situased™.

3}, Auy study of "woman™ mustithen take the wholes person and this means:

a) the person as shie is and appears in Ler bodily and psychological
make up and "devenir" (process of becoming??):
sA0logy
fsychology

in the happenings of actual facts (in time and space):

Sociology
ddstory
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¢) the person as she apyears in the minds of other people (the world
of fiction): (

Litterature

sinesa
d) the persom @as she is in her matural being - this should not be an

indepencdent thinking but should be built on the basis of the elements
given by the ficlds mentioned above worked out according to the
wethod of thimking proper tos
| Ehilosophy
e) the person as she is in God's Plan - like the philosophical
interpretation we don't come here to a completely independent
field., We are on the realm of:
Xieology
nourished Ly the contribution of the profane fields (philosophy
included).

Q. Any study of SRREOGAQLUARLD Bl O erere the simultaneous

study of the relevant facts from all those fields and their consisteat
interaction for a btalanced synthesis,

In some fields there are good Looks and articles but very often they
ovepstiress their own approach leaving the others ( equally important!)
@3 side-lines. Moreover, there is no adequate synthesis in the whole.
Haybe time is no$ yet ripe for it. bBut there is in the worldi a
consistent developament to which our comtribution as an Internatiomal
Fovement 80 much built on the nature and task of womam could be a
very decisive one.

Just as examples and without aiming at adl at giving full sSuaming-up
of the trends I will try to do & bird's eye view on the aspects which
Seem most relevant %o me in all these different fields. ihey are mot
comprehensive and as I will write them in @ very condensed way th.y
won't appear with all the "nuaances" they should contain - bu £

it for a further stage of our work together. o Fw'w‘m
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L BIOLOGY = PSYCHOLOGY

i an not going to enter into details about these two fislds (please,
see notes of Magdalens's talk!). I only want to stress the two main
lines of researchs

1) Biology points out to the undeniable fact that woman is made to
conceive. It is not only the fact that she bears the child but
the physical determination of her being by the requireaments of
this fact. the existential approach we are looking for obligea
us to take this inte account in any further developuent about the
role and meaning of woman's life in the world.
fbe capacity to conceive is deeply linked with other attitudes

fin life and special physical aptitudes.

2) Psychology bas to Le seem in its interdependence with physiology.
T0 look for static sets of values is colipletely out-of-date,

changeable psychological attitudes, What we look for in the
study of the psychology of woman is a global interior attitude
towards life revealed both on the comscious and unconscious
level. Ihe capacity to conceive has then also & strong

psychological expression.

T seciowoey

%e should perhaps try %o draw a cross-section of women's situation

in life, we would meod to look at women and work, women and family,

Young women and their interests in our time, women and civic life,

etCee.. It secms to me that a practical way of doing it would bes

1) taking the headings that come usually under the "status of women"
- the relationships of women with the existing structures of
society;

2) taking headings which come more from ad hoc situations or which



express trends and feelings, belonging more to the reala
cultural situation of woman in society.

I an going to stress a few ;oints visible in the world todays

1, The of women, if it is a fact already achieved in

the Westera countries, is still on the way in gore Lthan half of
the world. “his coming of age is achieved inm completely different
cultural and social circusstances. What is happening in those
countries can reveal amberests, abilities, Xientialities ( or
bandicaps) in the nature of woman which the gradual transition that
took place in the West had hiddea,

Just two exampless
a) basic iantercst and wiséom of women in political affairs in aspite

of illiteracy iam African countries;
b) studies already dome in the West about the situation of the womean

workers ia regard to the family plus studies done about the situatior

of women i naiky 2y GO i ALrAGH gl Asta say load to @

broader understanding of the so discussed subject of relation of
women to work and family.

2, jhere is & clear gvolution of tue feminist trend in the West as the
situation of women in society becomes more stable (e.g. stability
over & longer period of the percentage of wonea's labour, of the
percentage of married women who work outside home, of girls

following a career or getting higher education...) As the situation

has become stable any preferemnce shown by woaen for certain ways
of life (type of job, for instance) becomes an indication towards
& beller knowledge of tie task wonmen are paturally iaclined %o
fulfil, Importance of such studies in countries like the States
where statistics are regularly available.

Une concoete cxzamples

‘nough in most of the Western developped countries, the technical
liberal professions (e.g. architect, engineer...) are open to
vomen very few women are willing to go there, It would be very
enlightening to see if this fact is s8till a part of tradition



and "social iahibitions™ or if it is something in the na

woman directing her preferably towards certain expressions and
activities...

One particular aspect of the evolution of the feminist trend which
has acquired an lmportance by itself is the broadening of ihe
soncept of particivetion im public life.

“acing the new conditions of the developping countries and at the
1ight of the importance given in the last years to the mman element
in structures and institutions, the contentsiof participation ia
public life has been widened in ita scope.

Public life is not anymore in the current terminology the limited
field of politics ut includes all the organised forms of activities
of the community. Participation in public life includes then for
women all the traditional forms (in modern teras, of coursel)
armmmwwummmws of the
mity. A re-evaluation in vhatever expression it

UW‘: EUWEQ:;“ life is one of

tho wost atriking facis,

There uanMWMmm i
the world. Jeveral .indications of this tremd ares

&) Womem are gaithering themselves at all levels in dynamic and
strong organisations which aim at giving them a certain training
to reach a definite purpose, ( The All-Pakistan Wouen's Associa~
tion is promoting a complete revolution in the way of living of
the women of that countryj in Argentina the 280 existing
women's prganisations on the national level are learning to
work together in common projects reaching the whole country;
in Japan women have met recently this year to study the conditions
of women of the na# generation; women are forming organisati ons
alsc on the regional level as the South-East Women's Association
and the still on the way AA-African Women's Association...)



b)

e)

d)

In the last years there has been a growiang number of
concernéd§ with the role of woman or the position of woman
in society -~ they have besn held in Eumope, Iatin America,
Africa, Asia... I its thirty-fourth session, this year,
the Economic and Social Couneil of the Ynited HMations

has urged all the respoasible bodies of the United Natiouns
a8 well as tne non-~goveranmental organisatipns %o organise
local, national, regional seminars having in view an
international seaminar in the future coaceraing the
advanceseat of women in the ceveloppéng countiries,..

ihere has been even in 61 a proposal made by the Polish dele-
gate to the Commission on the Status of Women to set up

an Internationul Institute of Research to study the
"gervices rendered by women to society" and "the influence
of society on woman", {t should be made clear that the
Commission on the Status of Women, with its tourough way

of SEHMIECEHOUT HEr e 9f She seends and

having reach tage when there iz not any more much need
to fight for thurfuhhumu,hhmgnndot
perzsanent body of research at least in certain fields,

URESCO has included in its program of social sciences & special
study of new sociological methods which can help to evaluate
the social condition of woman and the relation of her anature
to the historical and cultural coaditions ( pointed out
through atudies on the quality of women's vote and other
aspects of her participation in political life).



Our main comcerm with this historical approach is not %o discover
"the great women of the past“"though their lives may be very inspir-
ingl... ¥We need History to give gcope in time to the actual facts
and current trends. IThose facis cam gain or lose relevance when

they are seem in the general development of iistory and in the
concrete develop.ent of the interpretation of woman's role and

task in society in connection with the social and cultural situation,
We have come to realize nowadays that our vision of woman's role

was always a relative one, depending on the pnilosophy prevailing

at each time and on the public opinion concerning women. _
$ie importance of such "relativistic" approach has led to a re-evalus
tion of the historical elements and oi certain fields im the
historical sciences.

1 stress some ol those fields where research would lead to very

salightenigIrrerieE0 Cuidar o Futuro

1. The study of History of differemt civilizations and cultures
and of the role women played in them seems fundamental, I don't

mean with this prisarily the study of primitive societies but
rather the study of wmore developped civilizations where a
specific culture has developped through the ages (Asian countries,
for instance). Such & study may eventually lead to the finding
out of a conmon denominator in the way women have been linked
with the emvironaing society.

2. The study of the jistory of LZurope amnd of the role womean played
in it has also a deep significance, If we go firough art,
litferature, events, institutions, we discover & wmost confuse,
varied, “"sinueux" developaent of the relationships between the
Sexes. One cannot find a straigth line, & universal opinion;
in the same period it varies from country to country; it varies
in the same country from period to peried, However, this varied



development is already in iilselfl an indication. It points
to a continuous interplay vetween the soxes throughout History,
showing their reciprocity in all situations and the need not %o
study the nature and task of woman in an isolated way btut in consis-
tent exchange with & atudy of the nature and task of man!

3. Ine gomperetive study of Heligions is another laportant aspect,
painly in their mythical elements.

in the past, for instance, woman was often preseated in connection
with the great myths of abundance, fruitfulness... howauiays,

myths acquire a new significance in the discovery of truth, the
scientific study of such ayt:s becoming a mosi valid eleament,

4. dne History of tie Ciurchk has a very important part to play. It
is somehow included in point 2. as the lHistory of the Church in
regard to woman is very much rcflected in the Histery of Europe,

e S LA TS e o e o e oo
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IV AAILGRATURE
Litferature is somchow @ picture of the current opinionm, cristallizes
the convictions which are in & latent state in the minds of the people.
it shows the unconscious feelings about the position of women in
society, At the same time, it points out to tremds ahead -~ it reveals
how society will probably be in a few years if the feelings today une
conscious are going to undergo a normal development., fht dangers
and possibilities of the future become more clear. they help to be
critical and alert about apparently unconspicuous trends and facts
ol today.

Possible fields of research coula beg
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bebaviour from the social conditions; the comnection between
the essential elements of the nature of woman anc the envirouning
world may eventually be clarified;

= in other cases, where the social and family context has bLeen
deeply shaken if not completely ruined, the human person (and
the woman then!) may appear inm the specificity of .er ¢lementary
concerns, aspirations and personal coaflicts,

bugsian litferature gince the "destalinization” may be another
field of promising interest. beiore that, all litferature was
party-wotivated noi conveying therefore a message with enough
objectivity for our study. Iwo things could perhaps be specially
sludied:

- in spite of the indoctrinatvion are there specific slosents

rhieh sefet PR AN (Y s et et

- i8 there sionony pf woman Suilt up by wmarxisag

ixistentialist litferature in its ap arent indi:ference Ifor women

&8 Such nLas & lremendous interest. Jusi some facts:iwe can notice in

that litteratures

- relation 'woman=~child' : refusal of comceiving and absence of
child-fact in women's life leading to complete Luman anhildtdon
of woman;

- relation 'wonan-society' : indifference %o the environaing world
(living isolated in & room, no sense of home, disrespect for
waterial things, absence of the others in the personal coaflicts)
leading to nadness;

~ relation in the couple : withdrawal of woman from her role as
conceiver killing in the long run hte very nature of man (he
becomes uncapable of changing the world...)



- BHLLOSOPHY
On the basis of the elements of the different fields already sentioned
@ philosophical reflexion can take place.

A philosophical synthesis of the anthropology of sexes is still iam
its beginning. Christian tradition, acknowlddging differentiation

of sexes, never inspired a philosophy of sexes, There las Leen for
aany centuries an over-estimetion of speculation with the consequent
underestination of concrete reality pointing out obviocusly to the
physical duality of the human being.

When in the last century some attempts began to be aade into anotber
direction they were taken up too guickly in a romantic imterpretation
of reality which gave room to much criticism.

Nowadays, with more scientific foundations, now atteapte are made

%0 ses and study the husan being in its basic and irreductible duality.
ihis means that it is impossible in 'good' anthropology of ocur time
to speak in terams of a neutral lhusan being who later happens to be

sen or wosan. fayl[d IS I vhe | Nuakal o8k 14)149) see 1t already at

the atarting point as uman or as wouan,

Soae pointss

1. iIn this approachiwe are not lovking for a set of feminine qualities
or lor aspecial capacities. %hat we want to seize is the global
attitude of woman which is central and decisive in her definition
@8 & husan Leing. ¥hat we want to discover is Low this husan being
who 18 a wosan grasps and faces reality and life in her inmost
teing.

( There it seems possible to say that the woman seizes the world as
& world in need to be loved and to be cared of while the man
seizes the world as the object of his work., Fhen tie fundamental
experience for aan is the resistance of the world while for the
wosan is the valuG...)



e If zan and woman are two poosibilities of the human being thﬁt
it is meaningless to look for the opposite qualities in man a8 it
bas been done ia many Looks! Ihere is §o giselry, ue com:lementarity
in the sense of two sets of elements which would correspond one
by one.

Je lue lace-to-face relaiiounsnip belveen nal whd woman is a very
luportant slement o the definition of the nature and task of
woman. Marriage Lelng the most complete experience is not unigue
and practically «ll situations of women im the world have an
aspect of that relationship.

——

| ALEOLOGY

s

Ihere is practically nothing elaborated on the yrevious slements.
“nis is & eatudal VBIGE A6 ot Hen Gline [xhl bl @evelation as suchs
irerefore it is essential to take into account 311 the elements of
the profane knowledge regarding woman and her role.

ihe Catbolic Church is particularly poer in this regard.
{he Lastern Crurches have a certain theological thinking on this
subject and their study is certainly most valuable,

Some of the Protestant Churches have alsoc developsed sole asp-cts of
hmm iheology - specially the Lutheran “Yhurch of Sweden where
sore than 395 articlee were writem about the priesthood of womenl!

ibe main question in Catholic Theology seems to be the following:

1) Gen.2,18-25 (using typical exprescions of Hebrew culture) points
out to the same dignity of man and woman and as aspects of the
Word of Cod which become more and more precise through the Bible,
acquires its second and full meaning im Ep. 5, 31-32, describing
the relationsiip meo-wosan as image of the relationsigip of God
with the redeemed mankind,
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2) A more "nuancée” exegesis oif those texts, together with the develop-
ment of the “heme of the “ew tve mainly in the Fathers of the
church (as stucies in Kariology have unfolded it), brings a certain
hesitation to the way the previcus statement as Leen formulated.
Poes the wowan point out to the Curch attitude in general or is
this only true in the particular situstion Lrought by the sacrament
of marriage?

3) As the inner reality of the significance of ruman life is the calle
ing of every tusan soul to & Lridel relationship with Urist ,
is wopan them enly & beautiful sign of it gxterioriy? and thea
can we say that we apply the biblical texts to her as an literary
izage?

4) COr can we think of an intermsediary level where somchow nature
acquires & decper spiritual zeaning?

5) Or shouldn't we try & completely different approach looking more
for what m&g @md’a— vieE 8¢ pymbolyzes? Lon't we
need them to gge er how £le is and appears in the actual
fulfilment of the Flan of Redemptioa through time??




