The Grall, 1400 3C Highway, Msineville, Ohlo October 23, 1962

Dear Marla--

Jearnne Plante passed on to me your notes on a study of woman,
and at our National Meetings last week, ws discussed with Dolores the
possihility of an international study project, culminating in an
international meeting in two or three years time, in which to draw
together the results of the study. We all agreed that time is ripe,
that we need to re-think the ideas on woman in the 1light of changing
gocial eonditi ms, new scientific studies, etc. A number of wamen
across the country indicated during the preparations for our Grail
National Corference thpt they would like to take part in a study of
this kind. LB
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I enclose & brisef summary of points we discussed and definite
projects which emerpged out of the dlscussion. The subject 1s so vast,--
actually we are dealing with slightly more than half the human race
throughout space and time--1t sesems to me very important to delimit
the areas of research and to formulate our questions very sharply.
Otherwise I'm afrald we may amass mountains of interesting and curious
facts which don't add up to much in the way of insights and integration.
I agree completely about the neesd for objectivity and for a scientifiec

approach, but I fh erat me for pro-
WW@&J@M&H we 1m1tea'Jou.r'“‘-
selves to America and to post-war America, to get a few starting
points. I don't thin'k we will be able to move quickly, but T hope

we can manage to have a meeting before Christmas with this group, to

spur them on. Also thereare some others ﬁ are interested--one in

California, one in New Jersey, and we willhave to be in touch with them
by mall.

Lydwine is most interested in the theoslogy--do youhave anything
new in thisg field? And I'm interested in the philosophy and sociology.
Your french reference$are new to me--would wyou be =2 ble to gst any of
these for me? I can reimburse you, or seni you American books if you

~_prefer. I'm especlally interested in
your #18: WMetzke, Erwin: Anthropologie des sexes from Iumlere et Vie,
no. special sur "Corception Ohretienne de la femme"
Jul-Aocut 59, n.43.

your #16: Pierre, Andre: Les Femmes en union Sovietique,1960,Spes.
your #Ye: Nahas, Helene: Ia femme dans la litterature existentielle,'59.

I'd be most grateful for anything you can do osn thisk .
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ur internati onal research: the image of woman as pre sented

What would you think sbout point 3 a of my sumary as a
f‘oxf:



popular culture, e.g. the women's magazines, films, radlo and TV?
Would Clarsa and Mary Ruth be able to do anything on this in Singapore?
Rachel, Mimi and Akiko in Japan? Your own team in Portugal? We would
nost need to do the research ocurselves, but to find the appropriate
psople to do it. But il we are to be able to pool our results in a
significant way, then we must have soje general approach and gulde
lines to follow. What wonld you think about this--1f we can work out
samething which 1s sociologically sourd?
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Two questions whic‘nﬁemergcfaa vital 1ssues among the most
apostolically oriented Catholic women in the States:

(a) the married women with pe&sa professional training continuing
in her profession;

(b) the problems of family limitation among conscientious Catholics
where health, finances, peace in the home are strained to the
bresking point in the effort to ralse 7, 8, 10 or evenmore
children. '

I just heard about Guida's mother through Magdalene. What
a blow this will be for her, but perhaps it 1s God's mercy to spare
her mother the years of suffering. I've written to Guida and we are
al]})raying much these days for her and for the family.

Our Conference was a great experience--250 women, many from
our earliest years at Grailville--meeting, and dlscussing and praying
and planning at a mature level. We were all delighted with the greetings

from Portugael and ﬁ felt your p e.za dur.in%the weskend .
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This is just a quick reachcion on the woman study. 1'd love
to hear from you and to do some more exploring of possibilities by
letter.

With love and prayers,
In Christ,

P.S. Would yau by any chance know of the book, Msss Culture by
Rosenberg and White? They have techniques for analyzing films,
magazines, etc. which we might be able to apply or our purposes. ;
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