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IMPLEMENTATION OF 18 C/R¥SOIUTION 12.1 AND 19 C/RESOTUTION 15.1
COLCEPNTIIG EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL IUSTITUTIORS IH THE
OCCUPTED ARAB TERRITORINS : REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR--GENERAL
ON THE MISSION HE SENT TO THE ARAB TERRITORIES OCCUPIED
EY ISRAEL TO COLLECT ON-THE--SPOT INFORMATION OV THF
EDUCATIONAL ARD CULTURAL SITUATICR

Tte General Confercnce hes. on several ocessicns, been called unrn to
examine the problems of the educstional and cultural instituticns in the
Arzb territories occupied by Israel.

In that connecticn, it adepted the follewing two resclutions:

(2) rescluti-(RIClEGRC EUtdar-@=Uturo

(b) resolution 15.1 at its nineteenth session,
both of which are reproduced ir annexes to this document.

In resolution 15.1, which it adopted at 1ts nineteenth session, the
General Conference invited me inter elia "to implement as soon 2s possible
(my) Gecision to send a fact flnﬂﬁng mission to the Arad territories cecurpied
by Israel, wheose terms of reference would be to collect cn-the-spot information
on the educaticnal and cultural situaticn.

In order to implement the resolution, I anproached the Israeli Government
on a number cf occasions with & view to enebling & mission to be sent to that
country.

In perticular, I nravided the Tsraeli Governrment by letter dated
6 August 1976 with the list cf persorns whom T intended at that time to send
on a fact-finding mission te the cccupied Arsb territories, together with the

mission's terms of reference as vrovided under the terms of 19 C/Resolution 15.1,

namely:

“1. To collect on-the-spot informston om:
“e general conditicns under which the right to education is ensured
*nstructlon provided in the occupied Areb territories, with

1er reference to:

\ﬁtent,
R

PITSPRP . gt

-

e — e m—

—— i ——




1ok EX/52 - page 2
the neture, crigin snd content of the textborks used,
the numbers, origin, situstion and qualifications of teechers, S
the number aznd state of educetionel premises, and
the school enrolment trend;

the conditicns of cultural life and, in particulsr, culturel and artistic
mesns of expression and self-fulfilment ensured for the populstions

of these territeries; freedom in the matter of religious instruction

and access to pleces of wership: freedom of pccegs to external scurces

of cnlture end, in particulsr, to veried scurees of infermation;

end, generally spesking, =2ll Tactors permitting an assessment of the
extent to which the vopulations of the occeunied territories enjoy their
netural right to an educeticn erd culture which acerrd with their raticnal
identity.

2. To study end submit suggestions on activities that Unesco might undertake,
in its fields of conpetence, to assist the populations concerned".

The Israeli Gcvernment informed we, by letter dated 14 Sevtember 1976,
that it agreed in principle to the sending of the mission, and that it was
ready to provide it with the facilities necessary for carrying out the task
I hed entrusted to it.

It was possible, after further consultations, to fix the date of the
mission ~ from 30 November tc 9 Decerber 1977 - and I decided on its compoeition,
as follows:

Mr, Pzul Mare HENRY (France) Special Consultent, ernational
Development Resear W cHi miE)i furo
Mr. Semuel COOKEY (Nigeris), fcrmer memter of the Executive Board of

Unesco and former Director of the Department of Education, Cormonwealth
Secretariat, London:

Mrs. Jecqueline HENIN (Frence), Profess~r at the Institut national
des langues et civilisations orienteles, Paris:

Mr. Jrnaguin RUIZ-GIMENEZ (Spain), Professnsr of Philesorhy of Law,
University of Madrid;

Mr. Pierre de SENARCLENS (Switzerland), Professor of Contemperary
History at the Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Lausanne;

Mr. Vladinir VELERIT (Yugoslavia), fcrmer Executive Secretary
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Eurcpe.

Fefore leaving Paris on 30 Necvember 1977, the members of the miesion
obtained information from the competent services of the Secretariat, peid
visits to the permanent delegations of Egypt, Israel, Jordan and Syrie, and
had interviews with the representative of ALECSO nand the observer of the PIO.
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The missicn - whose vorking conditions are deserited in a sepsrete reprrt
Grawn up by one of iis merbers - visited the occupied territories - Cigjrrdan,
the Cnaza Strin, the Oolan Heights, the Sinai Peninsuler - but was nnt ~ble to
irspset Jerusalwzm itself. In each of the regions to which they were sble to
go, the members of the mission visited educcticnel establishments at 21l levels,
exrmined textbocks and questicned the princirals and teaching staff, in the
pregence of Isrzeli efficisls belonging either to the military administrrtion
or o the Ministries of Blucation and of Labrvr, vho had been aowointed hy
the Israeli suthorities to ensure co-ordination with the military authorities.

The Director-General submits to the Exceutive Beard the followisg rencris,
presented to him by the members of the mission:

Repert on the execution cf the Directer-Genernl's mission of imvestipgatien,
by Vledimir Velebit (Annex I);

Educaticn in Arab Territcries nccupied by Tsreel, by Smuel Cockey
(Annex IT);

Higher FEduentien in Aradb Territories cccupied by Tsrzel. by
Jonquin Puiz-Gimenez (Annex ITII);

Revort to the Director-General onmulti-purposecentres for research and
ereative work, cultural redio and televisicn programses, publicetions,
festivals and exhibitions, end schcol textbeoks end lithraries in the Arab
territories cccupied by Isrsel since 1967, by Jacqueline Hénin (Annex IV).

The Director-Cenerel intenés tc submit to the Executive Board, in the

light of these reports, such recommendations as are calculated. in his view,
to further the implementation ~f resolution 15.1 ¢f the nineteenth sessien

of the Genexel S"FUNMUacdo Cuidar o Futuro
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ALNEX I

Report on the execution of the
Direct-r-GCeneral's mission of investiration

by V¥r. Vladimir VELEBIT

The General Conference of Unesco exemined on several occesions the situation
ersated in the territories which as & result of the wer betwesn Israel and its
neighbours in 1957 remained urder occupation Ly the Israeli ormed forces. The
reselutions resulting from this exeminstion are:

(a) Resolution 13.1 adopted at the eighteenth sessicn; and
(b) Resolution 15.1 adonted at the nineteenth session of the Ceneral
Conference.

The Government of Israel refused resolutely to zccept the criticism contained
in both resolutions with regard to the attitude and comportment of its military
administration vhich was set up to govern these territories. The Government also
refused to allow the Director-General of Unesco to carry out the role zssigned
to him in the above-mentioned reseclutions in respect of the territories under
Israeli military administration.

In spite of the somevhat negative attitude of the Israeli Government, the
Director-General continued patiently his efforts to persuade the Government to
make it possible for him to send a group of impartial persons, who enjoy his
persoral confidence, to the occupied territories, in order to get a report based
on ‘Tirst-hend lmowledge gathered on the spot. The inforration should cover the
educational field, particularly the content of school programues, the nature and
origin of textbooF; which are-beipg used, the number, origin and qualifications
of the teachers, uﬁd&;a@mmf@z T Qused, and the develop-
ment of the school attendance.

This groun should also study the conditions prevailing in the cultursel life,
especially the means of cultural expression and development available to the
population of thes2 territories, the freedom of religicus teaching, the freedom
of access to sources of culture and information.

In general, the task of the group was to appreciate in what measure the
pepulation of the occupied Arsb territories enjoyed the right to education and
culture in conformity with its nationel identity.

After vprolonged negotiations, the Israeli Government, still reserving its
position concerning the zbove-mentioned resolutions, informed the Director-
General that a group of experts selected and appointed by him would be permitted
to visit the occupied territories in order to be able to submit to the Director-
General a report based on informetion collected on the spot.

This attitude taken by the Covernment of Israel wrs confirmed efter the
arrival of the group in Jerusalem during the first meeting of the representatives
of the military government of the occupied territories and representatives of
various Israeli minisiries present on that occasion. Indeed, when Mr. Fasul-larc
Henry, head of this group, mentioned the lirk with the Ceneral Conference reso-
Jution 15.1 of the nineteenth session in his opening remarks, he was told that the
Government of Israel does not recognize this resolution, end he and his group are
accepted in Israel and the occupied territories only as a sign of goodwill of
the Tsraeli Government, without prejudging the issuves involved in the resolution,
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Zven before the visit of the Director-Generel's group to Isrsel, the ¢
arcse gbout what methods the group should use in order to collect all the informa-
tion necessary to produce a reelistic ang complete report on the items listed in
the General Conference resolutions. 1In varticular, what could be done in the way
of data collection to ensure an accurate, meaningful end, es far as rossible,
ccuplete set of information for the prepsration of an cbjective and unbiased report,

The group selected by the Director-General had little forehend knowledge
about the educationel system in the occupied territorics and was in no position
to prepare a programme for its visit or to seleot specific schools and interviews
with specific persons Trom the teaching staff or nersons hayving knowledpe shout
the cultural condition in these territories.

On the other hand, the Israeli Ambassador eccredited to Unesce proposed s
ready propramme for the visit of this groun, His proposal was declined by the
Assistant Director-Genaral , Mr, Nejman, for the resson that the Director-Ceneral's
group should be an entirely independent and free Lody which would salect the aress
they liked to visit without any suggestion or influence from the Government of
Israel. The Ambessador 4id not further insist on the content of the Drogramme
which he proposed, but limited himself to saying on behalf of his Government,
that the zroup was exnected to errive in Jerusalem on 30 November 1977, and that
the departure of the #roup from Israel was planned for 9 Decermber. In this way ,
the Israeli Government deterrined *o a certain extent the length of the visit of
the Director-General's grour and limited in a certein vay any progremme the group
would have wished to adopt. The itinerary of the group inside the occupied
territories, the visits to educational institutiors and the cortacts with nersons
in the occupied territories wzs to be left to the diseretion of the groun.

At the first meeting which th groun had with ,the cor the occupied
territories and some o? hisEHﬁé%w e b":da’ OB’ZED PQ group arrived
in Jerusalem, the same position, whicK had been previocusly held by the Arbassadocr,
wes reiterated by the military commander. He pointed out, hevwever, that for
reesone of security he reguested to be given timely warning sbout the desired
movements of the group and meetings which would take place in the territories under
his responsibility.

The group and its leader were thus put before & dGifficult dilemma. They had
no previous knowledge sbout the schools and other institutions which ought to be
visited, nor about the place and locations of these institutions, neither dig they
have the nemes of relishle efucationalists or persons vrominent in the field of
genexal culture, active on informetion media or in perticular cultural branches.

Confronted with such a situvation, Mr, Paul-Marc Henry and his colleagues had
little choice other than to accept the »rogramme for the visit as proposed by the
military commander. The programue was to serve only as general orientation Tor
, the visit end Mr. P.-M, Henry stipulated that the group would be at liberty st any

" moment during their visit tc omit or change eny item which wes listed in the Dro-
graxme, or to add other items if they thought it useful for the accomplichnent of
their task. Ceneral Orlyr, the military commander of the occupied territories
endorsed this request without any further discuesion, but insisted once more on the
security element emphasgizing that the sefety of the group was his exelusive
responsibility.

Such en arrengement was obviously not the most satisfactory, from the point
of view of gathering objective and unbiased information sbout the situation in
.the educational and cultural fielg preveiling in the oceupied territories.
« Heary and his colleagues were very much sware of these shortcomings, but con-
sidering the short time at their dispcsal for vieiting the ‘occupied territories,
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end baving 2lso in view the hesty preparations fcr the miseion and the slipht
xnowliedge oi Lhe meubers of the group regaréing the equcaiionel and culbtural
situstions in the occupied territories, the arrangement reached with General Orly
was the only preotical one, -

In all Telrnoes, it hos to be said that the militery cuthorities weré most
elpful in providing (roancportation for the group, which inclvded the suoply of
jlitary sircrcit for the visit to far eway arers as, for instzance, the Golan

Heishts end {outhern Sinei. The military suthcrities also promptly made oll
nu-_cFarv arrencements Tor visiting scheols, religicus communities, culiural
institutions, and a nurboer of personalities ~etive in either educational or the
cultural field, A1l requeels Tormulated by the proup were efficiently fulfilled.

They showed some hesitetion und retieence orly in three instznces:

(a) they had been visibly embarrassed and reluctant to toke the group to
Bir-Zeit to visit the existing collepe-university. Tt took repeanted
requests hefore Tr, Cari Baraski, Viee-Chancellor of the University,
was owwoned to the Hotel “Murish, vhcre the group resided Suring its
stay in Israel;

(B) on the question of reating the governmental commiscion which vas
.polthd.by tre Tsreeli Governmert to censor the textbooks and other
yrinted matter which is imported from the Arsh countries to Israel.
Several approaches were made by the group to the lizison officer vith
requests te enable the group to meet vith thic commission or at lesst
with s rorber of it in order to be infurmed zbout the methods of work
of this commissicn and of the criteriz used by it in permitting the
jmportation of books end other printed matter. It is Tepretteble that
the group was net ziven the orportunity for such a r°e+1ne. On one

ocension, t‘F%’.ﬁ@t&g&@N e€ m ssion members had
failen 111, znd were thercfore unchl A Ejﬁxzo*ntment. On

another occasion, the liesison officer to whem this guestion wes egain
submitted, just chose to ignore it. The group hed, therefore, to lzeve
the country nfter the end of the official programme without hav1ng any
centact with this important commission =né withcut having lesrned any-
thing about their method of werk and criteria:

(¢) the third point which sprang to the eye wes the deliberate ignorinz of
UNRWA sducnation work. The prograzme which the occupying anthurltles
proposed to the Director-General's group made no mention of the UNRVWA's
schools nor dié the tipht schedules allow any time for v151t1ug UNRWA
officinls, educational establishmerts or having interviews with UHRWA
teaching staff.

Nevertueless, several merbers of the group established contacts with UNRWA
educstionsl depariments and visited some of the UHRWA schools, but, as said
sbeve, all these arrangements were made without any co-ope“?t1nn from the Tsrzeli
side.

On the other hend, it must also be said that the military administration did
not prevent nor forbid these contacts which were undouvtedly known to them. The
Isreeli suthorities preferred simply to ignore them. This attitude of the Tsraeli

authorities seems to vrove their sloofuess from UHRVA operations and eppears ac
norked evidence of their disepproval of the vresence of USRWA in the occunled
territories. P
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Tt must be emphasized that the repressntstives of the military cutherities 5
of Israel and persons ztteched to ther, were constantly present durins the visit ‘ ~
of the Director-Teneral's group to educstional or cultural institutions in the
occupied territories, znd were alsc on the spot when members of the group inter-
viewed loczl authoritics, the teaching staff, or ‘on some cccasions, grown-un
pupils., They were far from pleying the role of disereet crzanizers cf the visit,
on the contrary, they were always present and only too noticeable. 0On cne
occasion in West Bank school vhen the group was for & moment left alone with the
Director of this school, he turned in snuger towards the group saying:

"You should not heve come at 21l if you sre not sble bo arrenge trlks
with us without the presence of the Israelis"”.

On more then one ccension the group trizd to make this point clcar to the
Isreeli officers wno accompunied them. The Isracli officers showed e certain
smount of sstonishnent =nd promised to comply with the wish of the group ia this
respect, but %elf an heur lzter everything was forgotten and they were back nnd
present in 211 the meetings and not rarely even cffered their unwented commente, \

It mey. at this point, be interesting to point out that nothing seems to
Fsve chenged over the years in the sttitude of the Israeli Government with respect

to fect~finding missions.

In the swmer of 1367, imsediately after the end of the so-called "six-day
wer™, the Secretary-Gensrsl of the United Nations =sppointed Mr. Hils-Goren Gussing
es his specizl representative for the visit of the newly ceccupied territories of
Sordsn, Egypt =nd Syrie, with the purpose of submitting e report in mecordence
with Ceneral Asseribly Resolution 2252 (28-V) and Security Council Resolution 237
(1967). 1In Article 9 of the introduction of the report, lr. Cussing writes:

?.ve in 21l his tra.rEuﬁdﬁgéO'e@tjkdaﬁvecRQtW@et repre-

sentetives of the civil populstion, éisplaced persons, prisoners of war
and local authorities without the presence of the representetives of the
(1sraeli) Covernment, Trom & psycheloricel standpoint it would have been
desirsble to have these interviews without witnesses.

This had been said to the representatives of the Covernment, but
remained unheeded.

Otherwise they enjoyed full freedom of movement end berefited from
the assistence offered to him, particularly in supplying means of
trenspertation snd mekinz necessary errangements for the visit",

It is rather difficult to assess te what extent the military administraticn
was anxious for the safety of the Director-General's group. Hewever, this con-
cern should not lightly be discarded. It seems quite certain that eny incident
vhich mey heve invelved the group or any of its members would have been most
unwelcome to the Isrceli Government.,

Furthermore, it cen be assumed thet the Government was most eager to evoid
any politicsl demonstrations steged from the population or the students which
would heve been obssrved by the Director-CGeneral's group., A certain nervousness
and tension from the Israeli side is therefore reedily understandeble.
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On the otheyp Band, thers is little Goubt that the authoritics wishea to
impress the members of the group favoursbly by arransing soeirl ratherin-s wit,
very inlellinent snd friendly Isrzeli sehnlars "nd Bigh governmental Almaiteri
who did thzir best in teving to explain £ benevolent intentions of the Israc. i

i
Covernment ond itg corecrn Tor the prosperity cnd progress of the occunied
berritories,

The members of the group who snent their dnys in the aceund 2@ territories,
vhere the strict diseipline of o military cdministration s~culd very vell be
felt, Y=d a distinet Teeling of shash contrach vien they not, on seversl eveniigs,
thz suft voices of representatives of the Tsresld Elite who VEry elaverly exp.y incd
to the group the oretaricus nogition of the Israeli nation mpa its goverimens  ng

Justified tha neesures thay have introduesd in order to be able to suwrvive,

Therzs is no Zoubt tbout it thet the Director-General’s Eroup was,
extire period of its visit to Israel, well syave that the rtnosphere of wer still
persisted, that many of the measures taken by Isr-el were dictated by the “car
of renswed hostilities ane the undersiandsble épprehension of a population of
only 3 million irhebitents which held under its jurisdiction over 1.5 millicn i
pecpls belonging to o hostile netion which was ready to turn rgrinst them et
the first given opportunity,

during “he

Fundacgéo Cuidar o Futuro
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IDUCATION IIl ARAB TERRITORIES OCCUPIED BY ISRARL
by Szmumel COOKGY

One of the terms of reference of the nineteenth Ceneral Conferance for the
Mission to Avad territoriecs occupled by Tsrael is “to collect on-the-spet infers
metion on:

the general conditions unider which the richt to educsation is ensured and
instruction provided in the occupied Avab territories, with particular
reference to curriculum content; the nature, origin and content of the
textbooks used; the numbers, origin, situation and gualifications of
teachers; the number and state of educational jremises, together with
the school-enroluent trend".

This section of the report will deal wmainly with thc topies underlined zbove,
touching only briefly on the cuestion of textbooks and higher education which will
be dealt with in more detail in other sections, For will the work of UNEWA in
the field of educetion be discussed, as there is an up-to-dete Urited Nations
report on this, Tribute must however te p2id to the excellent educational work
of UNRWA,

GENFRAL cmmmzozesl-gﬁﬁd%”@m‘défWFuturQ

No country or people who are occupied can be truly happy, or satisfied with
the conditions of occunation, even if the occupying suthorities are benevolent.

Before going intc details about education in the sccupied territories it is
well to bear the following considerations in mind:

(2) A1l activities in the Israeli occupied territories are conditioned by
the fect of occupation. Throughout history occupation has always led
to restrictions of all kinds in nearly 211 fields - restrictions of
novement, assembly, speech, culturzl activities, ete. Military
occupation usually overrides the niceties of civil laws and procedures,
the overriding concern being for security. ®ven in countries with
nilitary governments vhere there is no occupeticn by a foreign power
the military are supreme and often override civil laws and regulstions
by decrees. Arbitrary srrests and detention are common end decisions
by eivil courts are sopetimes ignored in the neme of national security.

(b) This fact of occupation, therefore, affects schocls in the Isrzeli
occupied territories. As hes earlier been pointel out, we were
restricted in cur inquiries by the constant presence of either the
rilitary or govermment representatives. Neturally the people
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(e)

(a)

(e)

interviewed werc unsble to speak as freely as they would heve liked to \
¢o.  Even on the cne or two ocecasions when the Mission wes rble to \
talk to groups of students and teachers without the militery or

government prescuce, people did not feel entirely free to speak

cendidly.

A

Referenee has already been made to the visits some of us paid to
Bir-Zeit University, Throushout the two or three heours of discussion
which we had with the President of the University snd scsme of his
SLefT, most of the complaints were cgainst things like censorship of
Lteatbocks, difficulties of enguging staff from ocutside the West Bank,
frequent incursions of the ariy into schools and the university cenpus,

end the difficulty of acquiring books for the university library. \

Tt would apsear that the dissetisfaction cieinst the edvcetion being
given in the cceupied territories is part of the resentment against
&n occupying power, no matier who that occupying power night be.

The quotation below, from a peper published by Bir-Zeit University,
Supports this view. This quotation is from a peper entitled
"Contemporary Falestinian Literature under Occupation":

“The Heshemite rule over the West Bank was overtly end directly
involved in suppressing the publication of any werthwhile
literature, especially that of political or social significance.
Direct censorship Plus control over educatioral end social
institutions, clubs, and all cultural activities along with
relentless politicel persccution succeeded in maintaining a

tandard 3o ~ : dimensicns.
ony the FelAICIAGERE QRO O oL ainensic

literature succeeded in getting their works published, while
underground literature remsined scarce eand did not reach a
significent eudience".

No curriculum now in usz in the occupied territories can be satisfactory,
It is impossible to arrive st any satisfactory and effective curricula
in the absence of national educational geels. Using Jordanian and
Egyptian curricula snd syllabuses for the schools in occupied territories
is only & rallistive, Curricula for the various levels of education

in ony country must be geered to the social, political rnd economice

needs of that cocuntry. 1In the occupied territories these needs cannot
be formulated at present in the absence of e Pelestinian government.
Studcnts vho are being cducated on the basis of the Jordanian or
Egyptian curricule ere in oot being trained for ermployment in the

two countries where the curriculs originate..  For this reazson educational !
end manpower planring in the occuried territories will be difficult,
and guidance and ccunselling in zducational institutions wculd be
unrealistic,
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The educetional system, which follows the system in Egypt (including the
curricule), includes kindergartens, elementary schools, preparatory schocls and

secondary schools as well as tescher-training seminaries. There ere six years
ol el .'_:':i'_-:l‘t,;_'-_]_‘y ecduecaticn. Post—elenentory cliication is divided into thvce ] 0
of rreparstory education and three yeers of Teil sccondnry eduezticn. Miose who

complete the full secondsry educeiion take the school-leaving certificete ¥nown
as the Tewjihi. This examination is slso referred to us Matriculstion, since
those who have high grades in it cculd be adnmitted into the universities.

In the Gaze Strip and Simai, education has exponced belween 1067 and 1977.
The nunber of educationel institutions rese from 199 in 1967/1968 to 347 in
1976/1977. Of the 347 institutions, 152 ere run by the govermment, 152 by UNEHWA
and 43 by privete crganizations. All the kindergartens are run by private

organizations mede up of Women's Associaticns and religious groups.

The nuriber of students end pupils in the Gaza Strip elone has risen from
80,000 in 1967/1968 to sbout 136,600 in 1977. Of the tetal Tor 1977, 44,5 per
cent attend goveramert schools, 3 per cent privecte schools esnd 52.5 per cent
UNRVWA schools.

The Golen Heights

In the West JE 1;E§Ea€ig§2§3:§gi'tﬂz§rn o}t closely the system in Jordan,
end in the Gaza BE@ !s E pEﬁMQﬁ, but in the Gelen
Heights the educational systen was fundementally chenged, since it was not eesy
tc meintain clese ties with the Syrian educational authorities. The system of

educstion in the Colan Heights is the same as in Israel.  Apparently the popu-
lation of the Golau Heights, mostly Druze, prefer to follow the Israeli system.

The students, however, find it aifficult to get into universities because of
the difficulties of mastering English and Hebrew.

Although there seem to be enough teachers in the system, much hes to be done
to improve their guelity and they would require outside help in the fields of
Fnslish, Science ené Mathematics.

The West RBank

Fducation in the West Bank follows the system in Jordan. According to the
Jordanian education code of 1964 education in elementary and preparatory schools
should be free and compulsory. According to the Israeli suthorities, this ccde
is still in effect in the West Bank and is being cbserved. This claim was
confirmed by some of the Mayors interviewed, though a few others dispute the

claim.

The structure of education is similar to thet already described for the Gaza
Strip: there are six grades in the elementary school, three in the preparatory
and three in the secondary school. The whole of the West Bank is divided into
six administrative units, each having its own director who serves as supervisor
for the educational institutions in the district. The directors we met were all
local residents, as were the vast mejority of the other employees in the regional

offices.
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There has been some 30 per cent expeision in the number of institutions in
the territoryy from 1,188 in 1967/196€ the number rose to 1,548 in 1976/1977.
(/f this number T3 per cent are controlled by the government, 10 per cent by URRWA
cnd 17 per cent by private crganizations. - :

Gome rise has also been recorded in the student porulation. From 15?,216
in 1967/1968 the pumber of jupils end sludents in all instituticns, including
1 BWA, rose to 230,736 in the year 1976/1917, an increase of about 50 per cent.
™ govermaent institutions there is a 40 per cent increase of pupils in elcmentery
, a 65 per cent incrcese in preperateory scheols end a L4 jer cent incresse
i St ‘.-:a1l<‘.l"y schools.

I ke ol

CURRICULUM CONTENT

Reference has already been made to this aspect of educzticn in the cceupied
territories. There is en sgreement, which the occurying euthoritics elaim to
cbserve, thet schools in the Gaza Strip and Sinai should use the Epyptian curricula
and those in the West Bank the Jordanian curricula. The limitations of this
arrangement have already been pointed cut. There is a further limitetion:
curriculum changes in the host countries take a long time to be reflected in
schools in the occupied territories because of the need for censorship. These
cifficulties co not exist in the Golan Heights where the Israeli curriculum is
yreferred, accoréing to the Israeli authorities and the principals and staff we
spoke to. It must be pointed out, however, that the Syrian Goveracent is not
harpy ebout this, claiming that the Druze were being educeted away from their own
culture.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION Fundagég CUIdar O FUturO

In 1967 there were two vocational schools, a big drop from the thirteen in
existence in 1966. However, in the 1976/1977 schocl year the nusber rose to
six, of which two are gcovernment.

We visited the vocetionel secondary school in Nablus as well as a training
centre., Requirement for admission is six years of eleuwentary education and four
yvears of secondary, and the main subjects studied ere building, surveying,
electricity and asutc mechanics. The workshops were well equipped but we did not
have much information about the number and qualificaticn of staff.

The training centre wes set up mainly to deal with drop-outs from the primary
and seconcary cycles. Studies concentrate on technical subjects like woodwork
and metalvork and no scccountency or language is taught.

_ The common complaint sbout technical education is that it is not geared to
Jjob opportunities, and especially thet commercial subjects are not taught.

EXAMINATIONS

Gaza Strip

As has already been mentioned the matriculation examination serves es a
secondary school leaving examination as well as the university entrance examination.
The numbers taking this examinstion have risen and the rate of passes continues
to be fairly good. Stucents can specialize in either the Humsnities or what is
termed "Realistic Discipline" which includes Science and Mathematies. It would




seem from the figures evailable that ia the 19T€/197T examination there wes a drop
in the numbers offering the Realistic Discipline, compared with the figures for
1967/1968, In general, hovever, candidates for the hmanities are more then
those for the realistie éiscipline, ‘

Beginning with the 1868/1969 school year Uncseco get involved with the
organizing of the examinaticrs. Unesco officials go to the Gaza Strip and nske
all the arrangencnts necessary. Questions are set by the Ministry of Faueation
in Fgypt, the excminations are supervised Yy Unesco end the seripts returned to

Ept Tor merking, Jufpging from the percentage of passes whieh varics fron

£h per ecnt to 82 L¢r cent, it wonld seom that Lho quality of educntion being

given in the secondary schools in the Gaza Strip snd Sinci conpares Tavourably
T

with that given in Egyrt, agsuming thet the cuesticn prpers for the exaninztions
are identical,

Oprortunities are ojen to students who hrve high grades in their matriculstion

cxemination to pursue university cducation in Egypt, Europe or the United States

of America as well as in cther Arab countries. Egypt reserves a quota of about

& thousand Gaza Strip students esch year for edmission into its universities.

Ho tuition fees are charged but rarents have to send money for hostel and boarding
accormodetion.  The Fgyptian Government offers s grent of £10 (Bgyptian) e term
as pocket money.

Vest Eank

The position in the Vest Benk is different from that in the Geza Strip.
While in the Gaza Strip question papers are set and the scripts merked by the
Egyptian Ministry of Educetion, in the West Bank %he Suprene Examining Board in
Nablus is responsible for conducting examinations at the preparetory and matricu-
lation levels. This Board comprises local educators, directors of the six

administrative uni : 5~ 8% qE;igi : §) Fjﬂ}t arranges for setting
the examination papeis! e making the Tinal awards. The

matriculation certificates issued by the Board are recognized by the Government
of Jordan and by Arab universities.

The figures provided indicate that the pass rate in these examinations has
remained fairly good compared with 1967/1968. ‘The numbers cffering Realistic
Discipline subjects have continued to be much lower than those offering the
Humenities, although ebout T5 per cent of the 2,589 candidstes who offered the
Realistic Discipline in 1976/197T passed.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Students who have successfully completed their secondary education and have
80ood grades in their matriculation examinetion have a choice of either going to
the University of Ammen or seeking edmission in other Aradb universities, The new
University in Jordan, the Yarmoul University, 2lso accepts students from the West
Bank. Some students from the West Bsnk also seek admission in Furopesn and
American universities.

There were no universities in the West Bank before 196T. We were infcrmed
that Jordan had planned to start a second university in Jerusalem in 1966, but
nothing wes done before the war of 1967 intervened. Bir-Zeit sterted as a
secondary school, and did not begin university work until 1972. Although
students from the West Bank could attend Israeli universitics, very few of %hem
do so, possibly because of language difficulties and the reather stiff Fﬁt;?nce_ %
requirements. [« uniagny
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Unfortunately there is no university in the West Bank which is recognized by
the Areb world. There are four institutions of higher lesrning, some of which
re sometines referred to as universities. 'The oldest of these is Bir-Zeit and
is the one thoat cowes closest to being sccepted as e university, being a menber
of the Asscciation of Arab Universities (AAU), es is the university in Hablus.
The universities in Bethlehem and Hébron, however, are not likely to gain recog-
nition for a locng time from the AAU, as they have still not been able to satisfy
the three conditicns of membership required by the AAU.  Hewever, as pointed out
by the fecretary-Ceneral of the AAU, it is cne Lhing for a wniversity to be a
nember of Lhe AAU end enotber to have its degrecs recognized by other lrab univer-
eities, eazch university reserving the right to decide on which university degrees
%o recognize.

THACHER EDUCATION

There are still scme guestions to be auswered regerding teacher educetion in
the occupied territories., One knows that there are two methods of qualifying as
a professional teacher: either through a university degree or by training in a
teacher-training seminary. Since it is alleged that the quelity of teachers is
low, cne would Lave liked to know, for each cycle of education, what proportion
of teachers are graduates, what proportion have had the two-ycar training in a
seminery end what proportion have had no training st all. We were unable to
cbtein this information and are now ewaiting a reply to 2 questionnaire which we
have sent to Israel. Still one can report briefly on teacher education in the
occupied territcries.,

The Gzza Strip and Golan Heig

50 Cuidar o Futuro

Before 19€T there were three Yevels of teachers - gredustes, teachers with
seminery training and a few with only high-school certificates. Until 1967
nearly all the graduates teaching in the Gaza Strip ceme from Egypt; but these
returned to Egypt in 1967 and efforts were made to raise the standerds of teaching
by sending more teachers into the seminaries and to the Arab Teacher-Training
Seminary in Heifa, and by organizing refresher courses. There has been some
improvement in the quality of teachers in the elementery and preparatory schools
but not sc much in the secondery schools. Because of the shortage of well-
qualified secondary school teschers the work-load of quzlifisd tcachers has
incressed from 36 to 45 hours & week. The following Tigures will show clesrly
wnat effect the 1967 war had on staffing. In 1966 there were 2,825 teschers,
but after the 1967 war there were only 1,137. Although areat improvezent has
been rade in the last ten years, the total number of tezchers ncw available
(2,094 teachers in the 1977/1978 school year) is still over 700 below the number
in 1966. While there were only 60 students in seminsries in 1967, there are
now 433 in the present academic year.

The supply of teachers in the Golen Heights appecred to be adequate. 1In
the whole area there were 146 teachers but a lot of th: = require up-.r.iing, es
gbout 50 per cent of all the teschers have only twelftr-gredie gualificstion,
There were encugh teachers in the scheols we visited. One of the schwols hed

446 rupils and 18 teachers, a retio of cne teachicr to 25 pupils. Hovever, in & _—

few elementary schocls clesses were larger, with a ratic of one teacher to 40
pupils,

The West Benk \ :

As in the Gaza Strip teachers in the secondery schcols were university
graduates until 1967. We were informed that the situsiion has remain=d the same,
but we have no official figures to show whet proportion of secondary school




teachers are ind=ed graductes, Eowever, there docs nol seex to be any sucriuge

of tecachers since 1268, slthough efforts are being made to raise the quality of
teachers graduating from the teacher-training seminaries.

Tt would secm, hovever, from the figures supplied thet cnly sbout T3 per cent
of all twaching posts ave sctually filled. This weould scem to supiert the infor-
mation we received in some places that some classes were crowded. Yot, in the
schools we visited we @id not notice any overcrowded clngses, the figures ranging
from 29 to 35 pupils per teacher. Efforts ere, however, Yeing mede to train nmure

teachers., The nunbers have risen feem 3,900 in 1907 to 6,5C0 in 1977, an sverege
increase of T3 uer camt,

THE QUALITY, FMPLOYVMEI'T AND RETENTION OF TEACHERS

Tt would seem that although there might be encugh teachers in the various
types of schools there sre diffiemltics in reeruiting wzll--guelifizd end eble
teachers. The teaching professicn scems to be unpepular parbly beceuse it is
pourly paid and pertly beceuse of poor prospects. It is claimed thet teachers
are poorly peid not only in the occupied territories but elso in Israel itself.
Tt is ccmmon for a tescher to take on & second job in order to survive. This
kind of situation will certzinly militate ageinst conscienticus work on the part
of the teachers. 'Things got worse when the Isracli pound was devalued.

The salaries peid in the West Bank vary between Jordenians employed and paid
by the Jordanisn Ministry of Educaticn and Palestinians employed loeally. The
Jordsnian teschers enjoy two salaries, one peid by the Jourdanian Government in
Jordanizn Dinars, anc the cther by the Isrzeli suthorities in Isreeli pounds,
while the locaily tﬁfruizid tegchers ‘haye only the local salery peid in Israeli

. (§§|1

pounds. Thus it tgjfira(; [0 [b4a7@ much and on vhon the

pressure to get additicnel jobs 1is grester.

fecording to figures gquoted in a study published in July 1977 by the Eduecsation
end Pcychology Department of Bir-Zeit University (WEST BANK FDUCATION in Government
Schools, 1967-1977), the oversll distribution of gualified and unquelified teschers
in 1975/1976 is given below. To quote from the study

"Acecording to the Jordanian Education Act of 1964, To. 16, & qualified teacher
in the compulsory cycle is the one who holds e degree from 2 teacher-treining
institute or its equivelent. This degree usually takes two years' higher
educetion after the completion of the secondary cycle. A gqualified teacher
in the secondary cycle is the one who holds a bachelor's degree in a field

of teaching. All teachers who do not hold any of these two degrees are
considered unguelified end shculd be offered teacher training while being

in service."

Teachers

Subject % Quaelified % Ungualified
English 71.5
Arabic 58.7

" Social Sciences TO.5
Science 63.0
Mathematics 58.2
Religion 52.0
Physical Education 534
Fine Art }-|-6 .0
Home Economics 60.8
Agriculture : 81.8

Average 61.62

(These percentages are of a total of 6,887 teachers)
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The veskness of Lhese Pigures is that they cover both the compulsery end \
secondnry cycles, and it is not ezsy to know in whot cyele most of the unquelified 1ggﬁ
teachers sre.  Still the overall figure of 62 per cent gualified and 38 per cunt
unqualificd is not bad, compered with what obteins in many éeveloping countries. . A

Quite epert from the Tigures guoted abeve, our impréssion is that there is \
weedness in the teaching of English, Scicnce and Mathermatics; clearly efforts
should be made to improve the quality of teacking in these fields. \

As menticned =bove, the salarics peid in the West Beak vary between Jordenians
snjuying tvo salavies and the locally ewployed Pelestinisns who only reecive the
lecel salary, Both eategories of teachiers, however, look enviously upon teachers \
enplcyed by UREWA, who not only heve a more ettractive salary scale, but ere also
peid in U.S. dellars,

Teachers in the Gaza Strip do not reecive the same kind of enccuragement
Tfrom Tgypt as some teachers in the West Bank receive from Jordan, Feverbheless,
we were informed thet teachers' salsries in the area were better then are perid in
Egypt to teachers of comparsble qualifications and experience, but not as good as
the UNEWA scale.

Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro
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Wijfher elucalicn in Arab territ-ries accunied by Israel

Yy Jasguin RUTZ-GIMENZEZ

BIGHER EDUCATION

1 e siturticn of higher cducetion in the Golan Beights, the Gaza

t:[_!‘_: P and & i !:-".i

-

1.1 General charscteristies

The respective situations in these zones zre very eimilar (without being
4. L) - -
1

Jenlivel) due 1o three cormen

feptures recarding higher cducation:

G
ts

(2) Firstly, the former dependencz on enother freb Stete with all that thet
jmplies in the adminisirative, nolitica) znd cultural fields: the

Golan Heights being formerly dependent on Syrias the Gzza Strip and
Sinai on Egyot.

(b) Seccndly, the non-existence of uriversity centres in these zones.
Even before 1967, those students who wished to underteke higher
studies were obliged to go to the universities of the respective
Stetes concerned (meinly the universities of Damascus, Cairo and
Alexandrial.

(e) Thirdly, the need to solve the econcmic problem, which was patent
even then, created by this situstion (and which still exists), by
the mesns of grents te the majority cf the populstion who have only
very modest materisl meens.

1,2 Present dny concrete problems

These are the salznuad:agag ng&?e@, EULHFQatea by thée social

and political situation arising from the militsry cceupation by Israel since
1967, and elso by their proximity to the cense-fire lines.

1.2.1 The Gclen Heights. With regard te this zone the information supplied
to ue reveals the smell number of pupils who finish secondery scheool and who
are in a position to undertake higher grade education. The number is, necver-
theless, greater than in 1967, 2lly pupils in the 1076-1977 year as against

31 pupils in the 1967-1968 year, cf. the Ministry of Defence for Israel
dossier slready mentioned, page b46.

The mnin obstacle that this small number of pupils ccme up against, when
they wish tc study in a Syrisn university, is economic; but this problen is
epperently solved, in so far as possible, either by /Arzb grants on the one
hend, or by URRWA on the cther (cf. the "Report of the Commiseicner~Cenerel
of the United Nations Relief snd Works Agency for Pelestine Refugees in the
Near East" 1976--1977, menticned above; and the typewritten notes which were
supplied to us on the "United Nations Reljef =nd Werks Agency for Pelestine

Refugees in the Near Fast").

Semetimes, however, there are cbstacles of e politicel nature, particulerly
where the Druze are concerned, even though they are given the opportunity to
enter Israeli universities (cf. the Ministry of Defence dcssier already
menticned on this subject, page 46).

1.2.2 The Goza Strin =nd Sinei. The prcblems of the scholastic population

in these zones is similer but, as has slready been pointed cut, not identic
7 ot
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In the first place; the strrting point of referenze for these zones is
tre fr2b Republic of Egypt, which "aduinisterca’ these two zones unti]: 1267, .
At that time tke Dgyptien Pdueaticn Cedi (legalized ccnstitutionally in 196k \

and amended in 1971 to'inelude the commulsory asneet of =ducetien znd the \
incorppretion of a curriculum of religiecus instructicn, ete.) was in ferce in \

™ e

these zones. i
f 1
Pesides this, the nusber cf pupils of secondnry level is ruch grester \
end ineressing more and mere in the two zones: there were some £,000 punils
in the 1967-18€8 sehrod year, and some 14,000 in the 19T6-1977 scheol year.
L1 this contributes to the ursency for finding a solution fo freilitate
3 3 -l

eness Lo highcr edunsticn (ef. the I-i.?.ni:-'f'r’.";.' of Defence dozssior § DOVE

aiicted above, poges T ond 8). '\

Lasfly since, either for cconcmic or for pelitiesl reasons, the Isrzeli
Covernment has neither founded e single university centre officially in these
zunug, ner has allowed any private foundetion, the enly solutiecn during this
period - which is undoubtedly imperfoct - remning that of Tacilitating the
rovement of pupils, who wish to cbtain a university grede, to the universities
in the meighbouring Arab countries (mainly those in Ezypt), with the help of
the "Open Bridges" poliey and the granting of awards froem internstional scurces.
(cf. the Ministry of Defence for Tsrael dossier, pe2ges 28 and 29; the Israeli
brochure elresdy quoted "The Administered Territories", pege 10 ané those
follewing; the Isvaeli revert "Infermation Briefing" 362/23-10-1377, pzge S
and following; the information published in the UNZWA nublicaticns already
menticned concerning the number of grants awvarded durirg the neszdemic yesr
19761977, with particular regard te Teble 1k, nage 75 of the "Psport of
the Commissicner-General of the United Naticns Relief and Works Pgeney Tor
Palestinc Refugees in the Near Test’; and the supplensntery notes which

appear in our own dcssier.)
uturo

2 The situation of hi e &

Sz

2.1 General characteristics

In contrest with the situstion in the Golan Feights, the Gaza Strip and
Sinai, there are now threc centres of higher education in the West Rank
(Hébron, Bethlehem and Bir-Zeit) which cen be classified as universities,
particularly from the legal point of view; although they have certain lscunai
which will be merticned lester on. In addition to these centres, there is
2lsc the beginnings of an establishment for higher educetion, which has only
Just started.

Before describing the structure and the running of these university
centres in deteil, I should like ta make two general cbservations:

(2) it must be recognized frem the quantitative point of view that the
situation of higher education in the West Bank hes improved in
comparison with that existing before 19€7, since thres cf the
centres (HCbron, Bethlchem and the embryo Nablus) were established
under the cccupation regime. The fourth centre, that of Bir-Zeit.
is the most important; during this peried it has exparded
considerably (es we shall see) and atteined university renk in 1974;

(b) on the other hend, from the qualitative point of view (frcedom of £
teaching, importation of books, the choice of professors, the .
possibility of cresating other faculties and research institutes, the
editing end diffusion of publications, cultural expansion, ete.),
¢ne cennot but be well aware of the scrious limitations end problems
that still need to be cvercoma.
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2.2  The Islenic University of Hibren

2.2.1 Charseteristies

Phis University was the first centre of higher education visited Ly cur
Crecun, cn 5 December 1977 (in zctusl fact it wes the only cne whiich eppesrred
en the "official pregramme” originelly prepsred by the Isracli Covernment ).

(a) We were very kindly rcecived by the Dirzcteor - or Reetor - who wes
accompanicd by the then Mayor of Fétren, Mulmmed Al El-Jaclu 3,
' ~o5 i

by ecverel professors rnd acme delepntes (hoth mid vEsry and
eciyilian) frem the zone.

The Director read us & swmary of the histcry, the structure snd the
functiconing of the Centre.

The Centre had tecn founded in 1971 through the initietive of 2 grivate
Areb orgenizaticn which hed raised the cepitsl neeessary for the crezticn of a
"College for the Study of Islam" (ef. the Ministry of Defence for Isracl on
this point, qucted above, page 29 and Appendix No.T), that is to say =& university
for the tenching of the sciences, of religious subjects and of langu~ges (Arabic,
Hevrew, English ...) which woulé@ serve to meuld the necessary religinus teachers
of the future.

The Centre was opened tewporarily in enother building, but, the space
proving too restricted and - as the Directer underlined - with the help of
the Israeli Government, by 197% it was possible to begin building the pramises
vhich we actuslly visited. The Centre is still cxpanding, =s we were well
able to sppreciate.

The cwrlculgumdagmgul'dag GGMUF@R\jects); at the

completion of which, the studénts receive their diploma cr qualification.

The progremmes run concurrently with those of the University of /fmman but et
that point (December 1977) - =ccordirg to the Director - the diplomas were not
recosnized by the Jorderien Grvernment. Tt is heped, nevertheless, that these
diplores will be recosnized in the near future, perticularly as there is ne
political reason to prevent this happening.

(v) In answer tc severzl questions put by the Groupn, we were told that:

the finsncing is autonomcus, that is to say thet no Tunds are
received from Jordan, since their diplomas are not yet recognized;

the level of rdmission for pupils is nct strict: all thet is
needed is to have completed the ncrmel secondsry education
grades;

the mppointment of professcrs (with adequate ouslifications) is
made by & menegement coumittes, counterchecked by the Ministry
of Education (which peys the selsries);

the "recognition of parity" by the Asscciation of Arsb Universities
was pending. They were eegerly awaiting the visit by = Commission
from this Association, which weuld check the necessary data
with a view toc acknowledging that the level of formation in
this Centre was cqual to thet obtairing in other Arab universities;
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the curriculum contains sbsolutely ne subjzets of a "profane”

cheracter (that is to sey speeifie, natural or social sciences),
but enly these of a religious character (with their necessAry
kistorical-type complements), while including the teaching of
languages. The possibility of organizing other studies in

Higher research has not been execludszd once they have the necessary
neans st their disposals

students are allowed to enrol in this Centre irrcepective of
their place of crigin; this ean equelly be one of the oceupied
territories or Isreel itself; Lut in this cose they need grants
and other cconomic benefits. Tn tle present aerdemie yenr,

1977~ ]-_;fﬂ., thore ere gly ady 250 studeniss

there is a library at the Centre, with spuropriate books - but it
needs amplificetion;

ncrmally speeking, the origirals of the textbocks come Fron Jordan,
25 do their innovaticons and changes; it ig, however, the Israeli
authorities, whe undertske the printing snd defray the costs. As
Ter os the teasching of English is concerncd, they even reccive
scme bocks from Great Britaing

it is generally admitted that the imported books sre revised

by the cccupation suthorities, but they only suporess tendentious
or anti-Israeli passages (cf. the Ministry of Defence for Tsrael
dossier elrcady quoted, page 30).

2.2.2 Evaluation of this Centre

(2) The foundstion of this Centre cen be cconsicered ac rositive, not

only because it is cne Efljgi akzgzv = by eEi_‘ =aacation in the
West Pank, but alsc - =hdldt Cjéigi;§§ _} $ iﬂCI uPEIEEJEKQ Encouranes
the religicus, Islamic, character inhersnt to the "eultural identity" of the
Arab populeticn of these territories. From this point of view, praise is
certainly due to the economic backing that the Isreeli Government hes given

to the College.

(b) Tt is most desirable that rescognition of parity and complete
approval of this University should be awarded rapidly by the Jordanian State,
tegether with full ratification of all its awards, and also anprooriate
financial backing.

(e) Although there still seems te be a certain erbiguity when it ccnmes
te affirming that the "Islemic University of Hébron" hes already been 'fully
recognized” by the Association of Arab Universities (ns already mentioned, it
h2d rot yet been recosnized when we visited it on 5 Decerber 1977), it rust
be sdriitted that shortly afterwards — when the Migsion visited Cairc at the
beginning of March - Dr. Mohemed Morsi Ahmed, the Secretary-General of the
Assceiation, assured us (during our visit of 6 Merch) thet this Upiversity
hed just been reccgnized by the fssocintien, TUe also teld us thet the
University is considsred as a "full member" of the Assceistion. As 2 result,
the graductes of this College may, if they so wish, pursue complementary
studies in other Arab universities, given the fect that, on the one hend,
the ;araeli State does not prevent students from leaving the occupied
territories and, en ths other hand, thet the Arab States do not refuse these
students admission tc their universities. Dr. Mersi explained, however,
that any validity credited by each of the Arab States to the awards from the
West Bank Universities - in so far as any professicnsl undert~king by eny of
the holders of these ¢'plomes is cencerned - is quite encther netter; since
this depends cn politieal rather then acadenic resmscns,

v
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A 2.1 Charscterigtics

1 is Universily was the first centre of higher education visited Ly our
greoup, on 5 Docember 1977 (in sctuel fact it was the only one which zppensred
on the “official progremme” coriginelly prepared by the Isracli Government).

(a) We were very ¥indly preeeived by the Diractcr - or Reetor - who was

gecanpanicd by the then Hayor of Fibren, Mubmasd A11 Bl-Jzeberi,
Yy soveral professcrs and sone delegates (both military ani
civilian) freom the zone.

The Director read us a summery of the histcry, the structure end the
functioning of the Cerntre.

The Certre had been fcurded in 1971 through the initistive of & private
freb orgenization which hid raised the cepitel necessary for the creztion of a
“College for the Study of Islem” (cf. the Ministry of Dcfence for Isracl cn
this point, oucted above, page 29 and fppendix No.T), that is to say 2 university
fer the terching of the sciences, of religious subjects and of langueges (Arebic,
Hebrew, Engiish ...) which would serve to meuld the neccesary religinus teachers
of the future.

The Centre was opened temperarily in enother building, but, the space
proving too restricted and - 8 ihe Director underlined -~ with the help of
the Isracli Govermment, by 197% it was possible to begin building the premises
which we actually visited. The Centre is still expending, es we were well
able to sppreciate.

The curriculEUﬂd m‘@ui;QQﬁirQEEgtqrquects); at the ]

completion of which, the studcnts receiv aliTication.

The progremmes run cencurrently with those of the University of /mman but et
that point (December 1077) - =cecording to the Director - the diplomas were not
recornized by the Jorderien G verrment. It is hoped, nevertheless, that these
diplocas will be recosnized in the near future, oerticularly as there is nc
political reason to prevent this happening.

(b) In answer tc several questions put by the Group, we vere told that:

the Tinencing is autonomcus, thet is to say thet no funds sre
received from Jordan, since their diplomas are not yet recognized;

the level of sdmission for pupils is nct strict; all thet is !
needed is to have completed the ncrmel secondnry education '
grades;

e appointment of prefessors (with adequate oualificatiens) is
made by a menegement coumittes, counterchecked by the Ministry
of Educestion (which pays the selaries);

the "recognition of parity" by the Assreiation of Arsb Universities
was pending. They were esgerly ewaiting the visit by = Commission
from this Association, which weuld check the necessary data
with & view tc ecknowledging that the level of formation in
this Centre was equal to that obtaining in other Arab universitiesj
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the currieulum contains sbsolutely no subjects of a "profane” B
chavacter (that is to ssy specifie, natural or social sef mces), & AL
but enly these of a religious cheracter (with their necessary TP
historical-type complements), while including the teachir: of -

langunges. The possibility of crganizing other studies in
higher rescarch hens not been exeludad onee they have the racessary

mesns st their dispasals

students sre allowed to enrol in this Centre irrespective of \
their place of origin; this can equally be one of the occupied \
territories or Isreel itselfy but in this cose they necd srents

and other economic benefits., Tn the present scrdemic yesr, \
1977-1978, there are alrea ly 250 stndents; \

there is a library at the Centre, with apuropriate bocks - but it
needs amplification;

norrally speeking, the criginals of the textbocks come Pros Jordan,
es do their innovations and changes; it is, however, Lhe Isracli
authorities, whe undertake the nrinting and defray the ccsts., As
far 2s the teaching of Fnglish is concerned, they even reccive
some books from Great Britaing

it is generally admitted that the imported books are revised

by the occupation suthoritics, but they only surpress tendentious
or anti-Tsraeli passsges (cf. the Ministry of Defence for Tsrael
cossicr already quoted, page 30).

2.2.2 Evaluation of this Centre

(2) The foundsztion of this Centre cap be ccnsidered as positive, not
only becsuse it is cne fupid?gw@m 3 RY{Z] ﬁutU¥®:“ti°n in the
West Bank, but alsc - d specifice - because it respects and encoursszes
the religicus, Islamie, character inhersnt to the "cultural identity" of the
Arab populeticn of these territories. Fronm this point of view, preise is
certzinly due to the economic backing that the Israeli Government has given
to the Cellege. ;

(b) Tt is most desirable that rzcopnition of perity and complete
epproval cof this University should be awarded rapidly by the Jordanian State,
tegether with full retification of all its awards, and also anpropriate
financial backing.

(e) Although there still seems to be a certain embiguity when it comes
te affirming that the "Islemic University of Hébron” has already been "fully
recognized” by the Assceiation of Arsb Universities (as already mentioned, it
h2d not yet been recognized wken we visited it on § Decesber 1977), it must
be sdmitted that shortly afterwards - when the Miesion visited Ceirec at the
begirning of March - Dr. Mohemed Morsi Ahmed, the Secretary-General of the
Asscciation, assured us (during our visit of 6 Merch) thet this University
hed just been recognized by the Associntion. He also t~ld us thet tre
University is considzred ss a "full member" of the Assceiation, £As a result,
the graduates of this Cellege may, if they so wish, pursue comnlementery
studies in other Arab universities, given the feact thet, on the one hand,
the Israeli State does not prevent students frem leaving the occupied
territories and, on the cther hand, that the Arab States do not refuse these
students admission te their universities. Dr. Mcersi explained, however,
that any validity credited by each of the Arab States to the awards from the
West Fank Universities - in so far as any professicnsl underteking by eny of
the holders of these d*plomas is ccncerned - is quite mncther mstter; since
this depends on political rather than acedenic reasons,

8 o —— L — e = s
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(d) In spite of the positive sspects mentisdned sbove, Tt is inﬁir. nG-=

able thet the Israeli Government should respect \-ht.. .utchc"gy o? this Cpll
more iully, both with regard to the use without eensorship of the texts e

sidered necessery by the Collepre, and with r-;ﬂrﬁ tn the frezdem of teo ’rﬁ
end of the criticsl cvalustion of socizl realities by the prefasscrs -wd vy

Although the visit to this Univergily wes not ineluded in tHe ipitial
"official progremme", the Isreeli authcrities mccerted our reguest favour=bly
and set up a meeting with the directors of this University Centre on Monday,
5 Deceriber (on cur return from Bébran).

(2) After the pleasant lunch offered us by the Mayer of Bethlchem,

Mayor ¥lins M. Freij, we went to his home to heve coffee; it was thulP thet &
wrrki“g meeting was crgarized vhich was attended by the Arsb educaticnal

delegate for the zone, several civilian officials and Brother Dr. Joseph
Loewenstein, President of Bethlehem University. (It is worth noting that
Erother Locwenstein is American, belongs to the Religinus Order of the Brothers
of Christinn Schools (de Lz Szlle) and cones from the University of California
(Los Angeles). It shouléd also be ncted that the Mayor of Eethlehen, Maycr Elias
Freij holds the position of Chairmen of the University Besrd of Advisors).

) During his cpening speech, Mayvor Elinas Freij poriiculsrly underlined
the respcet and help offered by the Israeli authorities to the lrab schools
in the zone since 1967, =nd also to what extent they had facilitated the

restion of the ETMEALA Cuidar o Futuro

(b) TImmedistely afterwards, Brother Dr. Loevenstein resumed the history
and characteristics of the University for us. From his words (which I noted
down) end also from certain brochures he gave me personally after the meeting,
when I was sble to spesk to him alcne for a while. one c=an extract the fnllowing
information:

after the 1967 war, the need for a certre of higher education in this
zone became more and more apparent. The local suthorities in
Bethlehem and several important personslities therefore begen the
preperatery work. During the autumn of 1972, the Cathelie Archbishon,
4onsignor Pio Loghi, Lpostolic Delegate in Jerusalem, founded an
organizing committee, mnade up of directors ol schocls from the West
Bnank and from East Jerusalem. This committee decided to found o
university in Bethlchem which would be dedicnted to a "broad and
high-level education in =rts and sciences”.

Following this initiel impulsa, snd with the indisvensable economic
aid and the administrative co-operation of thede La Salle Brothers, the
project was set in motion and the University of Bethlchem cpened 1ts doors
on an appropriate campus (17,000 square metres) on 1 October 1973.

The initiel professorizl body was made up by Brothers of the Order
mentioned above and, also, by 15 highly-qualified professors whose nurber
has since increased. The teaching staff now (1977-1978) consists of 35
Professors.

/1;;3% ef
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Tnitially there weve only 50 students, but thie year there are
alrendy 370 Tuil-tine students, with 300 more in the teachers' ccllere.

Accrrding Lo the officirl brochure, the sims of the University nre as

fellrus:

"EURPOSE: Tn the widest sense, the purpcse of Fethlehen University is
to serve the pecnle of the West Rank =nd Oaza Etriv =s a centre of learning

for the advancerent, prescrvetior, 3isseminstion s =ndouse of kneswledges.  The
hWighest rseiration of vhe Tniv .I'.?_‘.Lf:;' in 4n {=Yue tle busgan WGl vith B ".'-1I_".,l'l.3
in e spirit of upderstanding and ethicel visicn, ¢nd mersl princinles held

in highest estedm throughent the world.

In the stricter sense, the purncse of the University is to provide on
the West Eonk ond Caza Sirip a centre of higher learning easily sceeossible
to promising young students, thereby m=king it vecssivle for them to obitsin
higher education st good standards without going ebrosd.

EASIC FUNCTIONS AND OBJECTIVES: The basic functions of Bethlchem
University are viewed as threefola: teaching, research, and service. The
bread cbjectives relating to these functions are:

(2) to offer acedemic programmes of excellent quelity in the arts,
scicnces, business administretion, hotel mansgement, rursing and
in other fields, so that qualified students mzy be prepered
to assume responsible pesitions in society;

(b) to =dd to knowledge through research, scholarship ané creative

activities in beth fundementsl =nd awplied ’elﬁs and to seek
vays of enolbipaly LSOEC B b LI ot oot

of the pecple on the Wést Bank snd the Caza Strip;

(c¢) to meke available the results of their rescsrch end rich heritage
of human culture embodied in the arts and sciences.

GENERAL PUBLIC: In relation to the gener=l public the University will:

(2) contritute to the culturel end intellectusl life of the West
Benk by such means es: lectures, symposia, concerts, theatre,
folklere and exhibitsg

-
(b) extend 211 possible assistance to the elementary en@ secondary
schools upon request".

From the structural poirt of view, the University consists of the
following departments snd courses: Paculty of frts (Enzlish; Arebic s
Psychology, Sociology and Soeial Work; Education; and courses cn French,
History, Music ~nd Spanish); Feculty of Sciences (Mathematics, Chemistry,
Biolozy, Physics); School of Business Administraticon; Tnstitute of Hotel
Management ; Teachers' College; Schocl of Mursing.

The curriculum is developed over four academic years (there being

two semesters lasting fifteen weeks each year). fz::ZEZQ‘f
S S S
There is a close collaboration with the Social University of Cansda f3ﬁ':““”ﬁ3 %;
for the "official standardizetion of scademie programmes”; and, indeed, GOk £
there are good releticns with the universities in the U.s.,. 2 o iRl @
;-_‘;‘ x
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During a discussicn en the sutject, nnd Tellowing reveral
queetions put by merbers of the Groun, the Pregidcut of Bethlchem
Upiversity underlined certain sspects:

there is e congtant offert made to improve the level of the
professoriel body end of the educational material nuged, and also
towards the eresticn of new facultics; but in rrder to echieve this,
eonsidersble econemic rescurecs sre indispensable oad nleo

"e certein securibty in the situaticn”;

the students are frabs, ccming froa AlL the schoals in the Vest
Rerdk with the ordin-ry scnopdery schoal eeriificete; Lhera Js
gbsolutely no ligeriminalion of a religicus ehesasters Even

though the fouridation was of Catholie inspiration, =nd the Osder
of the de Le Selle Brethers (one of whose members is the President
of the University) is slso Cathclie, its basic character is
coumenical nnd it is at the scrvice of the entire Aradb porulation
off the West Pank;

it is Tor this resson thet the curriculum ecnteins no subjects of
a religious order;

gt the time in gquestion (December 1977), the Assccietion of Arab
Universities was in the process of exgmining the dinlores awerded
by the University, in order to estrblish their total recrgnition
of perity with the cthers (sce below);

in reply te our question concerning the state of cducation and the
Arsb cultural identity in the occupied territories since 1967, the
President of the University, Professcr J. Tocwenstein replied

that 7 ; écém E 152 beew—in his particuler pcsition
of resl%ﬁJigfﬁgigf EJ Zj s{)t;;ad he felt unsble
to express a valid opinion with repard to whet had tsken plece
durinz the preceding ten years; Meycr Elias M. Preij wes in &
better position to do this thar he was". Mayor Freij denied that
the situetion had deteriorasted; he went so far as to stete
emphatically that it had improved, end that it was basically
sound. He nevertheless wished to see it further improved and
also heped that it would soon be possible to resclve the

yrotlem of finding subsequent employment for the University's
gradustes. The Mayor expressed his yish that the teaching

system in the West Bank universities should be widened and
improved (particularly with regard to cconomic resources, teach-
ing equipment, etc.), and should gain support from cther countries,
sinece that which the Areb world is eble te offer is truly
insufficient. In coneclusion, Mayor Flies M. Freij suggested the
possibility of setting up a benk of international co-operation

to promote the cultural eims of the Vest Benk.

2.3.2 Eveluaticn of this Centre

(a)

Our corments on the Tslamie Uriversity of HEbron nre also

appliccble here. The frct that Bethlehem University was founded after
1967 mekes it even more of & positive achievement.
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Altbough we have no informatien concerning the econonie support offered o
Ly the Isrnell Covermment, it is clesr that 1 puts no obstacles in the Wy )

either of the “tundntion or of the develeprent of this Wniversity.

(n) The foct of “rern-discrix
undeninbly pesitive, as doses tke 8
students fram the West Benk.

netien in religious matters! slso seems
ot the University is cpen to all

(C) For 211 these ressong, and ]“-’-!‘1.':.|"'-_;1=:.‘I'."_:.:f to sngure the highest
degree possibla of eduesticnal neubrality (in rolipicus mettore) of this
Cenlre rnd the help it gives townrds the "Ars=b culbursl ider Lity", it is

most urgont thet its qualificstions sheould Le fully recognized by the ether
universities in the Ared world, and else that it shevld reccive a generous
econcmic subsicy from these States, from ALECSO, from UIMRWE snd from Unesco.

(d) Foligwing this nortienler lire of thousht, it is ifwportent
thet we should have the econfirastion of what Dr. Mohamed orsi Mhmed,
Secretary-Genernl of the Associoticn of Arab Universities, told us specifically
during our interview with him in Cziro on 5 March 1978 (cf. above).

Tn reply te cur guesticns, Dr. Morsi hed in fact mainteined that
recertly (that is to say efter our visit to the occupied territories in
Decerter 1977) the Association had recognized, or ewarded “parity” to the
Arab universities in the West B=nk. (In riv own notes this point is quite
clear es far as Bir-Zeit end Fébren are comeerned. T =m not so certain nbout
the status of Bethlehem University, but efter vhat Brother Loewenstein told us
durirg cur meeting on 5 December in Bethlechem - tha® the negotieticons with
the Associetion of Areb Universities were well under way - I =m prepared to
interpret the facts in 2n affirmative ra nen-d) Futuro

(e) On the othel::'__ HQ: o@glg(gcalel;"howéavrerc,) one is obliged to
query the negative attitude that the Arab Governments appesr to have against
the Bethlehem University and its fidelity to the "Arsb cultural identity",
particularly taking into mcccunt the neture of its foundatien, the background
of its professcrs and - sbove 21l - the absence in the curriculum of any
"Islemie” formative subjects, due precisely to its religious neuirality.

It is nevertheless evident that these difficulties could te overcome
with the gocdwill of the Board of Advisors and the de La Salle Crder:; and also
by the cpening of a faculty of "Islemic studies"”.

It is furthermore essentisl that the University should be gusrrnteed
total sutonomy with repgard to the choice of their professors, the importstions
of texts, the freedcm of tenching and of culturel expansion,

2.4 Bir-Zeit University

In order to be truly cbjective, I enm oblized to point ocut that cne of
the greatest problems faced by the Mission - perhaps the "tlack spot" - wes
obtaining sufficient and sccurate informetion 2bout the University Centre
et Bir-Zeit which is, without any doubt, the most important in the West
Pank and that which has the greatest social and politieal significence for T
the Arad population of the whole of this regicn ond for the Palestinian ‘
organizaticns abroad.
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This is what explains the pessive but determined resistance cn the
pert of the Isrseli authorities egeinst inelnding o visit to this University
in the "cfficial progrermme’ of our tovwr. We pressed for this opportunity
repestodly, but all we maneged to chain, by way of a substitute, wes a
conversation held between cur Group 2nd the Vice-Fresident of the University,
Professor Pari Grrarki (who is fulfilling L“c funeticns of President or Rector
of the Centre since the reel President, Prefessor Henna Nesir, was deported
Ly the Tsraeli :uathorities in Vevembor 19(h_ since when }u-1 :s been working

et the University of Amman).

The ecnversrticn with Professer Deri Cerenki tock plvec an 6 Doderber 1977,
. the Hotel Morish in Jeruselum, where w2 were sbeying. The discussion covered
many subjects, during which Professcr Beri Garesmki showed true sircerity -md
great moral integrity, by spesking to us with unfailing serernily snd clarity

in spite of the presence of several rilitary end civilisn officials, who
sccormpenied us persistently znd whe were extrencly sttentive to 21l that was
being said.

This valueble ceonservation (together with further meetirgs we hed with
Profzgscr Bari Garerki and which I will discuss later) ensbled us to sppreciste
the importence of the University Centre at Bir-Zeit, as well as the denpgerous
"revolutionery” character which the Isrzeli occupation authorities accuse it of
hoving, It was precisely this "revolutionsry" chermeter which caused the
euthorities to attempt to prevent cur visiting 2ir-Zeit, beceuse the Isrseli
Governnent felt obliged to e respensible for our security.

2.4%.1 Charscteristics of Bir-Zeit University

The oral cnd written infermaticn which we were able to collect (cf. mrinly
the brochure entit "Bi ~2e1t,Un1 rsity, Brief Informetion", October 197T7:
and a confidential tj ‘f;bjk(iéﬂﬂ (yb hjﬁtjf{ae given later)

enable us to opoint out the ?in features of this University:

(a) this University is a private foundation of zn autcnomous choracter,
situated about 15 miles tc the north of Jerusalem, very nerr the
town of Ramalleh, that is to say in the West Park cccupied by Israel;

(b) the origins of the University go back to a secondary school founded
in 1924 by Nabiha Nesir, specielly dedicated to women who wished
to devote themselves to the well-being and educaticon of their pecple.
In 1961 it became a "Junior College" and in 1972 e programme
consisting of four courses was storted with a view to awarding
"Bachelors Degrees"; the graduate programme, however, did not
start until October 1977;

(e) the University follows a coeducation regime with 827 students, of
vhom one-third sre women; applications for admission #re ineressing
dsy by day. This is why the building of a new campus, l=rge encugh
to accormodate approximately 4,000 students, has been started;

(a) the University is divided into two Feculties (eech with a series
cf specialized courses: the Facully of Arts (Araebic, fnthropelogy,
Archaeology, Business Administrestion, Cultural Studies, Drema,
Economics, Educstion, English, French, History, Journalism,
Library, Music, Philoscphy, Physical Educatlon, Politicel Science,
Psychology, Sociology, Middle East Studies) znd the Faculty of
Sciences (Biology end Biochemistry, Chemistry, Mathemetics =
Physics):
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the Geverning Council of the duiversity is eware of the nocd of
corpleting these deprytments with others devoted to civil enginecr-

ing, rharsiney, medicine and arcieulture.  The first need, however,
is to finish the new crampus, which was bezun in 1976«

() apzrt fyeen enccuraging these subjeets, #nd in spite of meny
difficulties, the University is erdcavouring to fulfil a Progrsamme
of cultural expensicn, and in erder to achicve this the
University Xeeps in fcuch vith tle schnnltenckers In t¥e entire

Zene, oifori g them o yrdgramms of Tongrars iy 9. Ld! I

it

has also storted up & Cornunity Work Presrmsae: the University
students devote 120 hours to work of sceial interest in the country
and in the tcwns (rosd repairing, preparation of seheol pleying-
fields, ete.);

(f) thne University is cpin pot only te students Prea the Vest Bank,
but slsc to those from other regions of Palestine who wish to enroly
there are even some non-frab students;

(g) its fundamental aim (ns is expressed in the remphlet quoted sbove)
is the following:

"The besie rhiloscphy of the University is to prepers tha yeoung
men £nd women of the country for responsible leadership end useful
citizenship in their community. It enccursges students to

echieve academic excellence &nd ains te develop in them a sense of
social awarcness and = cc~operative spirit. A4s a Palestinian
institution, Bir-Zeit is also keen on preserving the Pelestinian

heritege and mjﬁam‘wa‘ '50 FUtUrO

(h) the financing of the University is ensurecd by great efforts
on the part of the Palestinian bopulation. It has even proved
pessible to set up 2 Student Scholarship Fund;

the University is completely non-profit-making. Twenty-five per
cent of its budget is covered by students' entrance fees; the

rest being provided by private donations given by old students, and 3
foreign eid crganizetions particularly from the Arab world;

(i) the University is governed by an autcenomous Bosrd of Trustecs,
censisting of professors and prefessional people beleonging tc
the Palestinian community;

(i) tre University of Pir-Zeit is fully reccanized, Tt is a member
of the International Associaticn of Universities and of the
Association of Arab Universities (this important fact is
mentioned in the University's own pariphlets, and furthermore
it wes explicitly confirmed by Dr. Mohemed Mcrsi Zhmed, Sceretary-
General of the Association of Arab Universities, during our visit
to Cairo on 6 March 1978).

2.4.2 Evaluation of this Centre
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In frab eircles both inside the ccuntry and abroad,; this University
is eceonsidered to be the ene with the greatest influcnce and future, not cnly
fram the scientifie but also from the cultural and political points of view,

Tt must. thorefore, be sdmitled that its inception end jts develcriment
as a Lrue Univ:rsity tock plarve after 1967, that is to say under the Idﬁiﬂe of
nilitery occupation of the West Bank,

() However, in crder to be truly impartizl, the difficultiecs of varicus

kinds which Bir-Zcit University is obliged to contend with —must ta eriphasised,

"T.':‘.i.’., the insufiSeie cy ¢f ceoncniie neavs is a Frave ‘.,.'{_].-,1, gince
the coustrueticon of the néw campus should be specded up ns ruch as nosgible
to allecw the setting-up of the new scientific and technical fasulties which
are so necessary for the Palestinian population. The number of grents and

scholarships for studies and resesrch should zlsc be ineressed,
B

Secondly, it is zbsolutely indispensable that Lhe "Oven Bridges"
policy should be made more Tlexible, in order to esse contact between Bir-Zeit
University, Arman University and cther universities in the Arab world or
elsevhere, in order that the university students from the West Bank be
énabled to complete their studies or specialize in subjects thet are not yet
included in the Rir-Zeit University programmes.

Tt is perticularly important that students from Bir-Zeit who go to
Jordan cr other places in order to specialize, specially in seientific or
technical subjects, should have no obstacles put in their way when they wish
to return to Palestine in crder to practise their chosen profession.

(e) The complaints end acougetiops, which we, heard from a number of
sources, ebout tH-HFIEIAB RO e bIHERN 4D Soe bl Gsors =nd students

at Bir-Zeit University, shcdld be carefully examined (see Anmex 1).

(@) During our conservation with the Vice-President of Bir-Zeit
University (6 December 1977), some of the civilian and military officials who
were present listening to the respectful, while explieit, remarks made by the
Vice-President, interrupted more than once to explain thst during a period
of military occupation such as tkat in the West Bank, it is impossible to
avoid certein unfortunate occurrences due to the tensions which arise,
particularly in the zones of Ramallah and Bir-Zeit, where there rre publie
riots and demonstraticns against the Israeli suthoritics. They also pointed
out that the Isreeli Government wculd be sble to help the University econcmically,
faeilitete the recruitment of foreign professors and take other similar
measures, if Bir-Zeit University itself tock a more co-operative attitude.

(e) Finally it secms only fair to =dd that during our contacts
(those not included in the programme) with pecple linked with Bir-Zeit
University, we were sble to collect several pamphlets of mconogravhie studies
edited by the Press Section of Bir-Zeit University (apart from the informative
notes already mentioned). These pemphlets included: "“Conterperery Palestinian
Literature under Occupation" by Hanan Mikhail Ashrawi, Department of Fnglish,
Bir-Zeit University; "Survival Strategics of Arabs in Isreel", by Sharif
Kanaana, Department of Sociolegy and Anthrovology, Bir-Zeit University;
"Israeli Violations of Human Rights" by Hanna Nasir, President of Bir--Zeit
University. (I =m including copies of the two most importent parphlets
regard to our report as Annexes 2 and 3).
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fhe fact that the University is able to publich and distribute werks
v this kind is a detail which must be locked at objectively, even though it

vues not sufficiently compensate for the difficultses end oroblems thet we
beve menticoned,

28 Coptrs of Pigher Education in_jkjﬁ}gﬁjj§35315)

(a) I only have a VEry svmmsry emcunt of infernation conecrning the \
Teunding: of a wiversity centre in this towvn in Serapin,

I should 1i%e 1o 1a3

plaan thed the "orpdeing procraene” For Sunday,
‘ceenber, @id net include the visit to a centre el this kind. 'The notes

that I tesk cnly make rention of cur visit to a "sehool for voeational training”
Tounded in 1961, and to Znother esnirz for veesticnal training thet we vieiteq
in great haste, Ye then had the cpperivnity of a conversation Lield with a

Czil of the regicn, n.highly'intelligﬁnt nen vhe gave us a very Plexible
interpretotior of the Koran snd of the trediticns of religicus teaching,

200
) ~

The Ministry of Defence fer Tsrael dessier which has glrezdy besn
ducted ssveral times (cf, bege 29 and Agpendix Ne.T) m=kes no reference at all

“© this Higher Centpe at Nablusg: it only menticns the Islamic College st Hébren
reZeit University nnd Bethlchen University.

during cur meeting of 6 Decermber) that e cour _
been started in e npey centre cf university charscter in Fablus (eccdemie year
13717 19T8).  Fe wes also of the opinion thet the Centrs would ottein recognition
by the Associstion of frzb Universities.

Fundacao Cuidar o Futuro
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TCRODUCCTON

Our mission to the Arcd territories occcuplcd by Tsreel was, according to the
instructions of the Directowr-General of Uneseo, to eollect on-the-spot inierietion
on the educational situation =nnd on conditions of euliwr~l life. I =hall ther
fore nthtempt, Tirst of 211, to sey what Unesco's own views mxr2 in this resuvect,
following the definition given by the Dirzetor-General at the Hairobi Conference.

o

Baving cmphasized the close connection between the past and the present, the
Director-Genzral stressed the urgent need for "the preservetion and promotion of
guthentic culturel values end ... the necessary affirmation of a specific cultural
identity which is at the same time open and dynamic”. The affirmation of cultural
identity is necesgary because the eriterion of 211 genuine development is that it
should be gualitative znd no longer merely quantitative".

That cultural idertity, which is so highly prized by the Arabs in general,
end Ly the Paolestinians in particular. in the cese which concerns us, fbund(brilu
liant expression f - e e Jleph ntil the Dark Ages (fram
the thirteenth tomﬁdﬁd&m dﬁtﬁtﬂmn countries. I an
thinking in particular of the golien age of the Abbaesid centurdies. At that time, |
Arab culture was the product of a symbiosis of several interrclated civilizations,
with the Persisn civilization predominant, and it was, indeed, open and dynamic
since it ensbled the CGreco-Latin scientific heritage to advance end develop. In
our own eze, since the "Nahda" Renaissance of the nineteenth century, Arab culture
has becn broadly receptive to European influences, at the sawe time recovering its
own dislinctiveness as it has drawn away from its carly European models; it has
rediscovered its cultural heritage, somewhat fallen into neglect during the Turkish
SUPremacy.

At present there is thus a single Arab culture, shared by all the Arab peoples,
and there are cultural identities which are the produet of that culture and of the
character of each individuel country.

I vas asked, as an Arszbist, to test the cultural content of various activities,
both in education and in various forms of self--expression.

When specking of the operctions to be given priority by the Internationel Fund
for the Promotion of Culture, the Director-General included the following emong the
sectors worthy of interest:

milti-purpose centres for research and creative work;

cultural radio and television programmes; ELILIPDS
a3 Ta
publications

festivals and exhibitions.



tr .-__-‘ 5
y BX/52 gt
§ Irl\..: }: j v J.‘ ~ "- 3 -
L)
] P
T shell iher.fore ¥eep to this eorder in rmy account end shall aticmpt, ropialy *ﬁk
.d to the extent that T am in posseseion of the relevant information, ov, on
secasion, necsrding to the impressions I formed dwring the ten doys I spend in the
soemnisd berpitories, to review these various espects of cultural life, which ere,
ind.od, tlie expressicn of a country's eultural potential,
T Malti -prornose centres for research end ereat ivie work
..... e it gt ——————————— ] e

eally exist, in cecupied terzitorics; c¢hicfly in the Yorm
1

of thestires, cinanay showing srt films end axp rimental fRlms, euFiural clubs or
¥ unth :'!--‘: a2rts © ! Sy B0 o ",-||" gnabhony o 14 y s P ‘+ 0 3 3 i u arsid
eonle lsoking for cullural stimulus,

keecording to the Syrian iinistiy of Bducation, there were mony cultural estab-
lishrents in the Golan Heights before 1967 (inclnding a cuitural centre) which

reczived State swhventions.
They were all ciesed down after 19G7.

The Egyptian Government and the Jordanian Government stuted that youth clubs
and aris cenbres also existed in the Gazs Strip and on the West Eank. However,ws
did not receive any 1list of those estzblighments.

During our visit to the occupied territories, we did not on any occasion visit
arts centres end it scened that, apart from community centres (es in 8inei, Tor
exemple), which are centres for sceial work, the Israeli authorities do not pcrmit
the estazblichment or reopening of erts centres or enitural clubs, which are too
rendily considered to be hotbeds of rebellion.

Ror éid we hear of me&r@%ﬂm’ xﬁefwg contemporary
Palestinian or Arsb authors from er Yeglons hi be « 3 wvhere local folk

groups could organize performances.

Yet in Jeruselem there is & megnificent building where ragnificent concerts
are given and where & variety of culturel events teke place, but apparently it is
mainly for the use of the Israeli population and the emphasis is on Judeo-European
culture. It seems that there is Do similar building, even on a nodest scale, for
Arab culture in the occupied territories.

II. Culturel redio and television programies

Tn this field a certain effort seems to have bezen made by the Israeli auth-
orities. It is possible to listen to radio brosdeasts in Arabic for 16 hours e
dey, ond one of the television chennels devotes six hours to progresmes in Arebic.
The programmes cre guite veried and attract large audiences, even in Jordan. We
were told of a highly successful progremme, "The Doctor at your Service®”, which
founé listeners ss far awey as Saudi Arsbia. Here we find, once agein, the
Tsraeli's concern to boost education in hygiene and eivies, which sometimes szems
destined to supplant cultural activities.

The political news on the radio has an obvious Israeli slant and is fairly
brief. After the news bulletin, an announcer makes daily comments which are, in
some sort, the echo of the voice of the Israeli Governwent. There ave some strictly
religious brosdcasts, such as recitations from the Koran or a cormentary on verses
or Hadiths (seyings of the Prophet), end there are a few cultural broadcasts,/}(,,,_

WO

e.g. cccounts of the current literary scene, but, since I did not have an oppor=:
tunity to listen to this type of broadcast, I cannot commient. J

i
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Redio end television are the only ares vhich is in touch with tle frab ]
since one can tune in Lo the racdio stotions of neighbouring countries snd watch
Jordanian ftelevision.
I7I. Publications

L shiall deal primarily with newspapers, mrgazines snd books. Newspapers in
Arabic (four in all) are entirely confired to loe-l vpapers. Scme are cpenly
opposed to the Coveranent and to the ocewpying forees. In sy opinion, however,
these are rather week velicles of indorretion since their presentetion is unin-
spired end their material resources visibly linmited (fow vraes end newsprind
freguently smudgy).

Apaxt from Arsbic nevapapers, y feredpn prpsrs expressing varicas cue

rents of opinion are on sale.
As far as other publicutions, i.e. magazines and books, are eoncerned, “hera
is no local magzazine worthy of the name. There was one in the past, which, I was

told, had to cease publicstion eowing to lack ol funds,

A few novels and publieations of various kirds are published in Jerusalem.

W

T

wes ablz to obtain "As Subbar”, the novel written by a young Palestinisn woman ang

published in Jerusalem, which has also been translated into French as “Le Csctus®

ard published by Gallimard. This is a feirly violent diatridbe against the Tsraeli

occupation and deily life in the ozcupied territories. This is not the least of

the paradoxes of Israeli censorship, which prohibiis works dealing with the cultural

heritsge or innocucus publications while ellowing a number of commitied works to

be prirted in which the Palestinian veoice of the occunied territories can %e hesrd

loud and clear. Fowever, it should be pointed out that the latizr consiifute a
suail proportion of published works compaved with il the manuscripts which are
confiscated locally.

Arabic bookstlgﬂslmda@zmtclui)d@‘rg JEJAIL&EQ. There are nol u=ny

recent publications, a few classical and religious books, scue crime fiction, a
few modern Sgyptian novels and virtually no works by Palestinians (esvecially not
by those in exile).

Any publication from outside, whether magazine or book, is systematically
exarmined by the censors and must remain for at least A fortnicht op their prenises
before its fate its decided. Books and journals reach the occupied territories
eitiher via cammercial agencies, or through educational bodies in the case of books
for schoolchiléren and students.

Ceusorship allows only a few magazines to Tind their way into the occupied

territories. The magazineson sale include a ragazine on ponular medicine (Tabibouka),

two or three illustrated magazires dealing with current events but rainly concerning

the cinema ond trivial topics (Achchabaka, for exsmple) = i
a sports cagazine (Stars of Sport™, "loujowa Ar Eiyada‘s and the Al Arabi”’ mega-
zine from Kuwait. All these magazines arrive letes and in limited quantities.

Arabic bocks which pass the censor are often of doubtiul value, e.8. a great

a children’s comic (Mickey),

many crime novels, popular science books (similar to the larabout practical serics)

and a few purely religiovs works (!.B. howaver, in the Gaza Strip, 400 copies of
the Koran have been prohibitezd).
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Bip-Zeit College geve me snother, I also had an oppoxturity to exciine 20 or so

Yocks, dispetched by the Srrian Government, which had been rejected outright., A

detailed study of censored books would be interesting but it could not be included s

in this preliminary report. However., in an effort to draw scome conclusions, it &
1 3

might te s&id thet, vhether by systematic 111 will or by a misialen assessrent cof -
the valuz and content of certain works, the censorship nmeneges Lo rejeol works of
fundangntal dnpoctance to the Ardb cultural heritege (poets end srose writers of
the sccond and third eenturies of the Hegira, for example), to ban the works of
Aradb poets of the early twentieth century (I am thirking of tNe grest pret Chewqi
asicng others) on the grounds thet they constitute incitaticns to violence, and Lo

ve ool books eoncerned with world culture (I an Lhiskd 5 of a Lwek on Penl) Chzons .)
on the pretext el {licy case Meom Sy P o Tlhat ey candiin Beles oo AT,

events which teok place in Palegtine or the Nidile Buct,

One sentence is sometimes enough to conderm out of hand a book of obvious
importance.

IV, Festivals end exhibitions

These require the prior authorizetion of the military euthorities and ave
soretimes forbidden at the lest minute even when an authorization has been obtained.

Folklors is also censored for securiiy rezsons invoked by the Israeli authori-
ties. In addition, we were informed that Israeli folklore groups playing in Europe
"pirate" Palestinien music and sonss. These groups seer 4o attribute Pelestinian
Tolklore to Israzl. Similar acts of “pirzcy” have also besn exposzd in the liter-
ary field. It is alleged that Arsb works are being reprinted in Isrezl under the
names of Israeli authors.

There arz a few exhibitions of paiplings, I wesdnfgrmed that a painting
extitled: “The brige ldfa  GUlFelaE: Q FHatlEQ et inian girl xilles
during a demonsiration, had been tonfiscated and withérawn from =a exhibition.

Censorship therafore seers to be carried out in all fields of culture.

V. Ecucation -- textbooks

Many very detailzd reports have been written on the content of textbooks and
the modifications made to therm. In particular, therc is a report by ALECSO dated
1975, a report by the Jordanian Ministry of Education and a report by the PLO.

It avpears in this connection that the Israeli Censorsiip Commission usually
proceeds by elision and scmetimes by the deletion of whole paragraphs: this natur-
ally weakens the chapters involved snd malies them colourless.

The main areas in which censorship is applied are literature, history and
geography and religious matters.

In literature, books are made insipid@ by the deletion of sll patriotic poetry
or prose or allusions to sscrifice for the country. Pre-Islamsic poets are not
spared any more than contemporery poets. In addition, ruch use is mede of swmary
notes either o replace certain works which have been perzznently banned or to meke
up for delays in the reprinting of bocks imported from the Lrsb countries. In all
these books, the indication of the place of origin (Jordanian Ministry of Education,
for example) is also replaced by “"West Bank Military Command” in Hebrew and then in
Aradbic. 2
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As vegards hisbtory ond geogcavhy; the problens are ohvious. One Tinds i.cons

plebe Eaps, bLiased views 1 rds everts relabing to the region or to the neighldur-
ing Areb courtrics, mnd the olmuest systematie replacerent of “Palestine” by "Israald,

Te delsy in the reprinling of textbooks (cue to the delay required by censor-
sdg Lo anechryonisma, TFor examplée, in a geograpiy bextibook ine

! ; . weny of primary coducabion, printed in June 1977, I noticed a
cheplter entitled "The ¥Xiapdex of Litya" (ro. %6 to 6O).

Amonz the cormlaints abont religioug ingtruction texibooks contained in the

varicus reports submitted Ly the Arah ecounbries, T feund the deleticn of the con-
...L.-I" ol J5hed O3 “Taly W :..1 and off Y -"".;"‘F‘:' g eils L \ G ',_:!, a2 OEl IPSE.

o o
quently. me enly textlook N SUldseioas LUNLETA on wHIe the PR Lol Lieg

- . -
Islamiyya®, inbended for the Chird yjeor of secondary

found Tor w2« At tarbiyya a
school, escapes this eriticisz since it conteins two cliapters clearly deseribing:

(1) The concept of Jihad snd the verses of the Koran relating 1o it.
s znad Cdliren of

(2) The duties of the iuslin Stute towards the fenmilil
~d (pp.259 to 265),

':.j
servicenen killed for the just cause of Jiked (

CONCLUSTION

Tn concluding this veport, which is not very systematic but consists mainly
of a list of idess and impressions, I should like to deal with a probler vhich lies
at the heart of evervthing which has been said. This is censorship.

Aftor 1967, the Isrscli suthorities appoirted a Censorship Commission, with
headquarters in Jerusalem, whose tesk it is To prevent the ¢irculation of all writ-

ten material 1ﬂelﬁj 56566116Tér156atutur0

Apart from this vague indication. we have been unsble to discover precisely:

i) on what specific criteria publications were acespted or refused:

ek

(

(ii) Thow the Comrission works and how often it meets;

(iii) the composition of this Commission and the standard of knowledge of the
Arcbic lmnguage end civiiization of each of the cznsors vhose task it
is to decide whether a given work shall be published or withirawn once
and for all.

e

ii

All these details would have Laen very useful to us since as I have already
said, on examining the lists of prohibited works or batches of bocks refused at the
frontier, one is often struck by the inconsistency or the lack of scientific accur-
acy underlying the choice.

We several times and with insistence asked to meet a merber of the Censorship {
Cormission in Jerusalem but we waited in vain. An appointrient was rade and then |
cancelled et the last minute on the grounds that the censor whom we were to meet !
was 111,

The censorship at present practised restricts the prospects of young Palestinians!
in the ocenpied territories by giving then a distorted image of their cultural herit-
ape and makirng it impossible for them to have any access to the Arab world of foday ]
or the contemporary vorld in generel. |

ik
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it say in this wey be runping counter to the aivs it hes set itself, since
it is well-¥nown that Texr taden fruit is ruch more sought-efter and desirehle.

palestinizn Jiterature as & whole is elso prohibited, for sceurity rauscns,

d thid Acse serious hera to the Falestinian cultuval identity.

5

A pore readistic end positive method of cencorship, in the presept cireur-
sbarces, might be envisared thus:

¥. (e Cassission picht review the Jists of prohibited works and adopt a
T ss restrielzd ettitude to jeany works Lelenging 1o the Arsh cultural
Leritage and to msny books of genow 1 ewltore vhtelh do pol slwaps CoLd-
titube incitedions te violunea,.

iI. “he setsof bocks sentVy bie Aveb courtries, which wvould be of such

service to pupils and stud:ints, could be cxzmined in deteil inetead of
being returned oubright. The 1itrepies in some secontary schools might
thep porheps seen less ely (I =r: thinking of soile schocls vicited
in the Golan, for exazple).
1If the Israeii censorsnip does not make any effort in this éirection, it will
continrue to give the impression either of wishing to comsit culiural sgpression
azrivst the nepulatiors of the oceupied territories or of dismally fTailing to under-
stard, end even of underestimating, ihe A=ztie in lemmuaze and culture,

In either cace the conseguences could sooner or ister be very serious.

Fundacéo Cuidar o Futuro
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