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It ie plcasing to reccive ncews from tho four corncers of the
world, so as to croatc somathing in common..
To begin with, I'd like to apologize for not having kept to the
deadlinc of this neyslotter, but work to whieh I decided to
give priority, forecd the delay..
As coordonator of tho HOMEN NETHORK I would likce to recall how
the International Ascembly defincd the term 'notwork':
1
'Inturnational lictworks arc mcans of linkinpg together
Grail particdipznts from various countrice who arc
iayolved in specific areas of life and action which
have besn ider*tifsod as importznt dimecnsions of the
Graiir, Iblse guryotic 17 to 1Ay sliwvt coxchange and
£0 develop common policics and goals lcading to col-—
loctivwe action. "

In the seguence of this statement a WOMEN'S NETWORI newslcotter
should be a space, where reflection and congcrote actions on the
problematic of women can be sharede

Therefore there should be a certain criterion in the articles
that are sent to be published, becausc somc articles I recedived
would be botter placed in a CGrail Internatiopal nowsletter
rather than in such a speceific publication.

I would also 1like to remind that my appeal for a more rigcrous
criterion with regard to the articles submitted, rests in the
conviction that, what we are doing and what we prososced for
reflection can nrovide a challenge and & sourez of inspiration
for the work in which we arec involvod,.

In this way, this newslotter should lcad to lateral communication
betwezn those who fcecol closer affinity..

Rdtima Grdcio, Portugal,.

—t=:—tWHG ART E?s=t—:i—

Farlcoy, Janet,. 64QL Wocdcrest Avenue, Philadelphia,
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Farrow, Pam. I'm €fifty ycars old, I"m involved in somc

projeccts of Grail and professionally I work as sccrotary

at the University of the Witwatcersrand, Johannosburg.

Groothuizen, DE. Priscngracht 116, 1015/DF Amstcrdam,
Holland.. Finishcd my tcacher's course. Since 1629
connocted with the Grail movement, In 1953 President of
tho Grail ip the Metherlands,.. PFrom 1$61 - 1974 in Rome
.on tlre Staff of the Delegation of the Holy See to FAO -
ﬁé Tiaicon for women's work, Assisted church workers in
developing countries in explaining the material available
to them through FAOC know-how. After retircement in Amster-
dam greatly involved in programs for w 'men of dcnomina-

tional or non-denominational organizations.

van Kersbergen, Lydwinc. Ametelvecneseweg 1151, 1075 iK

Amsterdam, Folland,.,. Inspired by Father van Ginneken, seét’
up the Crail as a movement of women concscious of their
teck in the Church - the world, First in the Netheriands,
then in Australia and in 1940 in the U.,5.4 Continued
intercest ir womer's cuestions svecially in feminist theoo-

slogy

Eangye, Deminy. The Grail mgsaké3 Box 432, Masaka, Uganda

de Koning, Marijke. Rua do Cunha, 361 2° Dto. 4200 Porto

Portugal.

Leal, Ivone. Av. Infante_aanto, 631" Esc. 13500 Lisboa

Portugal.

Larsen, Paula. Malderburchtstraat 504, 6535NW, Nijmegen,

- Holland, I am working as a psychologist/therapist mostly

with adult women: religious, single, married, divorced.

Manorama, Ruth., 71 Tilak Najar, IV BElock Jaya lNagar,

Fangalore- 560011, India. 1 am working as a development
educator in the Srail Mobile Training Unit - Bangalore
Team, involving myself in the programmes of education and

organization, and also training several groups (animati:w.
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workers, women groups - church and communities -, students
youth, in motivating them to become involved in the process

of Social Transformation.

MakHanya, Thoko. $1 Chapel Street, Overport, 4001 Durban

South Africa, I am work'rg with ycung people and organi-
zing groups of Catholic nurses' guild, I =2m making con-
tact with people involved in some in-depth research on

women icsues,., I am tutor in a college of Nursing.

Ludse
Berta Valente, burdes Tavares, -Irene, Lucy llatoso, Lurdes

~—Sivio | -
atses. QOur age-group is 8¢ - 40 and we have formed a

reflection group on the way women see the world aand vice-

versa, The ecuontaot-person ic Rerta Valente- ud Lopes

de Cliveira, Lote D, Parede, Fortugal,

Marie de Lourdes Pintasilgo was invited to talk omn the

panal ab ; E%t%%? 3[€ﬁ§?6h Igfitha?i 'ecuality in
politicamﬁ(:r. i J.seg OOQ 1la te‘uru ing the

JJRLD CONFENBICE OF JOM3N, in the non-governmental orga-
nisations forum. It is a challeage to our reflection on
a problematic that we, as women, sometimcs try to solve

in 2 non-creative wavx.

(for more informaticon on this gWorld
Conference, sec¢ notice entitled
IMPORTANT INTBRNATIONAL AND NaTIONAL

COINFERBIICBS

BQUALITY 1IN FOLITICAL FOIZR

Bcuality. dith what? {hat are the norms? Jith whom are we
going to be ecuzal? I don't take for granted that the norm ic
men, even in the exercice of political power./

48 women, if we have access to so-called political power, we
have to chhange the very nature of that political power., We

know what it bas done, what it insists on doing 2and thercefore

the only real int:rest for women to goet into the arena of

political power is to bring about znother tyze of comncepts,
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not only of how power is exercised, but also how you can inter-
weave the different elemente that %ake up the policy of 2 country,
either interiorly or im its relstions ‘wmith other countries./

This does mean a tremendous strugzle and impliecs and demands
uncommon attitudes, uncommon optione and also a radical change

of conce:ts., And we bave to be . ready to pay the érice for 4t;

I am1 bananed by the goveramcnt of my own couEéFijf“*
Therefore any time that you attempt to change and to introduce
something that ic different - and not.bacause it is different-
but because you are a differcnt being, you immediately become a
threat to the establishment., You become & threoat mainly, not
so much because you behave according to this or that ideology
but because what you say and what you do is to some extent un-
forseeable.i/

As women,we are dealding with reality. Ile are -~ even when men

call us idcalistic - extremaly praéﬁatic and it is thocse prag-
matic steps which take into account the wellbeing of people and
the basic human needs that disrupt the superstructurce ubere men
get themgcelves involvad in terms of political power. dhere they
like to imaginea Wnd@%@uw:{) F:Lﬂmjft)tn the best

of the worlds and when at the same time they got the acknowled-
gement of beiné up there on a platform, ‘which appears to thcem ac
extrencly rewarding.ﬁ/

1 would like to start from m& own experiténce, dhen bave I
experienced eruality?

Zcuality, the general term, ecuality with men 2s they are, I

have experiencad in what I call frontier-situations. In the

exciting months of rupture, of radical_éaghge. There you could
not make a dJdigtinction between men and women because we were all
caught in the same drive. Nobody had stereotynes at that moment
= not even about political behaviour, The whole country was
going to be shaped in 2 new way. 1 was not only prime-minicter
last year but I was winister of soccial affairs in the first

year after the revolution in my own country and at that time
equality was something that you could experience at all moments,

because the revolutionary ideal got us all in the same wave-

lenzth. __\._,._nnl_'iio P
I have alsc experieanced in the contact with the people. Andaiimsin(il <
S S R L R o At =
: Ruth =5 2 CUlGER s
can say, coming from a couantry which is Zoutbh from the North, ' &
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As a fricnd of mine from Finland pointed cut in 2 recent mectin

5.

that the real simple people in the_rural sreas, in the factories
wherever, cvea in the shipyards, where only mea work, do not

discriminate -t all against a woman c¢xercising political power.

it is wben we come to the upper classes of society that women
exercising goliticalvggggr are discriminated. Because, indeed,
they disrupt the prestige men have vauiréd and they disrupt
very basically the prestige the wives of those men have, because
these women are nothing but the mirrors of thedr husbands,

But the people in general? Thinking not only of a developing
country like my own, but also of people in highly industrialized
countries who have to undergo a lot of work, a lot of frustra-

tion commuting from the job to their homes being siubject to *

21l the démands cf the consumer society, we verify that they

too identify and recognisc a woman in any function of poclitical
power without discrimination.
4 third group with wbom I experienced ecuality in a strong way

has been with women who hove nothing to locse. These are women

who have acauired a very high degree of awareness of their

situation as quigrﬁﬂ%¥§%iﬁfgjijréﬁ beinif. Jhen women who have
nothing to locsec have identitie w.ac Qe uutrurgn strugzle -

then I have felt completely egual. I have felt behind me an

esteom which is not in official figures and official laws, but
is in something that gives you much more strength than the for-
mal esteem would have.

I have also experienced equality in the traditional sense, I
think we shouldn't make d.égiaz_hbaut tha;. _;t t;;é_;;;ent in
gociety. technical suestions and managerinl tasks of governing
either in local, at national or c¢ven at iaternational level,
can be tackled ecuzlly by men or women. BEqually, I mc¢an, with

the same capacity to deal with them in a strict éaint of view.

Can we. say that there is eguality? Of course there is not.

Women practically have the right to vote everywhere, nevertbe-
less they don't exercise their right to vote as fully as naen,
the percentage is alwaysc lower, they don't ¢lect o2ther women

and therc are few women in decision-making.
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of Unitar, even wben there is a sreat aumber of women and 2a

high percentage in a national governing Or legislative body
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she mentioncd 265 of women in the Finnish parliament - even then
you can ask if thosec women wake a difference, Or are they, like
in the labour-force, just adding to the numbers that already are
there? Is there 2 difference?

qug_gpantitative facts are always pointed out: that there are

more women exercising political power at the local level than

at national level. Well but what after that? If those facts
that we %Xnow all about a2re clear, I think that there is onec
clement that is extremnely important: it is that women exercising
sower in the traditional way may bebave as zen do and certainly
o?yﬁs do that. DIut I =m ccavinced that wien the ~uantity will
47-ynt to o certain numoer, a cualitative chanje will tatc place.
Lnd the impzct of women will roally be felt, ast cnly Uecauge
yoreon A, T or C ic -uite diffcocrent and raite aware of hgr oun
being as a woman, but because that force of women will try, will
express sociologically another tyse of concern.

I think however that the direct change 2t a cualitative level is

very important, I think that we have to be awarc that there are
women who are thtnﬂgfo exercise political power in a way in

artQ(EUILWeG) but because

these women are on the same platform and they are surc that they

which it is ¢

are egual, they can dare to be different. They can dare to be
just wbat tbey are. And just what thoy are may very often mecn
b;éaking the rules as they have been used by men without really
being challenged.

That beinsg different, certainly, will ;oint to other scts of
values. There is nothing more disrupting in a cociety tbtan the
smerpence of new values, because they wili put very strong demands
on the routine to which we all finally are submitted,

I would ask qhat is so0 dinte rest{nﬂ about exerc1atng oolttical

power as men do? At the rec;1t geminar of Unitar I could not
resist telling 2 story Wﬂtch I can't resist telling now. In
'76 several women manlatdqs from Bastern and dJestern Europe
met in Belgium at the invi£ tion of the minister of culture.
b

cre. &4 woman who was at the time
gt s 5 : . %uestlun to
minister of justicc and culture\in Denmark was qgklng t minis-

it was a very nice cosy atmos

ter of health from the Netherlands., The three of us were sh

notes on wbat we had been doing aad the one from lenmark
\

the Dutchb one: "What bave you bwen\doing lately?"
N
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Ghe thought for while and roplied: "Well, you Xknow, lot of

nonsense and a few nice things." )

I ask who are the men who would te able to say that? That a

1ot of the red tope in whatever administration rcally is a lot
of nonsense; in the midst of it there are some nice things which
need to be done and which indeed mean an improvement ip peoples'
lives. i

So for me, ecuality is an attitudce but it is also a social

———— .
—1

ncknowledgement, We often tend to think wmore of the social ack-
e i

nowlcedgement Gtut we have got to be ocursclves.

I would likes to specify some traps in which we women very often

» £fall even in the analysis we make about women_din political power.

It is obvious that some special portfolios or some sectors of
activity in one country have been exercisced by women. Kealth,
welfarg, social affairs, education, culture, c¢nvironment, these
have been the First fields in which women have exercised seliti-
cal poner at loecal znd at national level. Often there hzs been
criticism among us, among feminist circles saying this is that
way because those sectors are 'soft' issues. In a2 way they are
a continuation IKUFTdaGN n Isdarz ; would agree to
Some extent. It is very%§zlgggjthat j?EF§EEi£££Zn having res-
ponsability irn terms of forcdign affairs, econcmics, industry.
But' I think that it is important to stress something, To call
eocinl apd qultural icsues !'soft' issues at this time, at this
turning of civilization, is a trap. These issucs are 'soft!

for those whose concept of development, of planning, of govera-
ment-program is fragmented and sectorial and poes along with

the system and the rules of the status quo,

Rut when these. issues are taken in a goverament-program which is
basically inter-sectorial and which is gcearcd towards the ful-
fillment of ibe needs of rcal peoplec, they can be a challenge

to the whole system. I know of cituations in which somebody
having a portfolio on a soft issue becawe the majsr threat to
the c¢stablisbment. Have women becn awaré of that? I think we
are not sufficiently aware., QOur action in those ficlds should
be much more daring and much more unicue in a way. [Much @wore

positive.
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Zor me this is an example of how women are following the samc
pattern as men, by exercising or thinking 'that to exercise poli-
tical power i8 just a nuestion of mapagement and introducing a
few important changes once in a while, I think women bave not
seen enough of the significance of such fields of action din

terms of radical social change., I am Stressing that because the

opinion of imminent economists is that cconomic science is

coming tdlaﬁ end and is failing to come to grips with the present
change, 1If we don't appeal to cultural values and to-the fun-
demental cultural concepts of culture at the basis of develop-
ment, we are not aetttng anywbere, neither in the South nor in
the North,

I also think that another trap we fall into is that we consider

Dol1t1cal power very often 28 we would cnnsxdyr any other busi-

ness - a kind of career. I am convinced that it is not. If
women want another type of society, another way of conceiving
the theorie and the praxis of politics, something clse is needed,
It is not so much professional politics but the solitical
dimension of all spheres of life. And if this political dimen-
sion comes to thFlﬂﬂéagé@ @J‘:Qj@p,@ﬂ]w@ are ready to
gxercise political functions, I think, here again, women have
e lot to say.

To list some othwpﬁzgglgps _0of _ _the contradictions of poltttcal

——— —_—

power as lived by women: central power versus local power,

giving back power to the people versus the need for motivations,
foriinspigdtian, for more than the sum total that we get through
the fepresentative democracy and alsc the de-mythologising
powner, which gome will call populism versus the need that exists
everynwhere for distant sccluded political figures, which in fact
can become elements of security for ceveryone.

Finally the concept of political pcwer like the concest of de-~
velopment has been dealt with much of a mechanical way. What do
I mean by that? Political power is person A exercising certain
force over cerson, institution, society or nation B, minus the
reaction that that other _erson, institution or society has
against A. This is a strictly mechanical view,

Eut we don't live in the realm OF simole and harsh mechanical
/

10
facte any longer, Pouwer can be secn in the thermodynamio San 0800
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equilibrium of the whole coemos and of socicty. It reguires

then another concept of cnersy. énergy which is at once heat

and ah{mated,matter; 3nergy which can only be grasped in the
ayatemié balance of the different living organismse. 3Snergy

which partly dﬁssipatee itself and partly animates from within.
all the matter involved in any physical transformation. I assume
that power in this cdﬁtext is leadership. It meanse sense of
purpose and dircction capacity to generate energy around and

within,
—3=1=4JCHEN AIND TnE CHURCIH=:=1=

from Anita Saisi - Italy

The so-called "base christian communities" in Italy are formed
by groups of pecople who gather together in order ta live their
faith according to the Gospel and to take an active participa-
tion in the transformation of society. There are maany communi-
ties all over Italy and I usunlly go to their national meeting.
This year it to plage last ril dn Verpna and I went with
Claudia, Gemma j;LJEngn;éig.Cf¥“éjgm;ég Efkuldgggup on women
and we thought it would be interesting for our participation in
the Crail network.
After an introduction on the present situation of the church,
the participants divided into four groupe according to these
themes: 1. Youth

2. Jomen

3. Work and unemployment

4. GCultural base animators.
I joined a group-of about 25 women from 21l over Italy. Tberg
was a spontancous exchanse oFf how cach woman had lived faith in
these past years., PFrom what was said¢ 2 acoroaches were clears

1. Hany women in the early seventies 1¢ft the chureh ané the

scarch for faith and joined feminist groups in order to start
their conscientisation as regards their role in a2 patriarchal

gcociety of which the church is part with its exclusive male

members., Only very recently have some of them felt the nced to e
olo ,
o -

a

re-think their faith and they carry on this scarch within cnge
of these base comnunities. ‘ CyIDAR
2. 0 FIVLRD
*
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2. Other women said that they had been in o community for
years where they had learned to discover the radicality of the
Gospel and to reach, at the same time, a perscnal liberation 2s
women, thrcugh the Hordé of GSod and community life,

Erom both these experiences it was clear that the integration as
women and as christians was still to come about, I felt all

the richness of our Grail life where political options and the
problematic of woman have noever been separated from the search
for God. There could be 2 real contribution to make, but it is
difficult to organise 2 meeting with women coming from so many
parts of Italy.

As 2 peneral conclusion I can say that the situation of women im
Italy as regards faith and the church presents 3 aspects:

1) The majority follow o traditiomal pattera Of religion
based on essential practices without real or active parti-
cipation.

2) An cver-growing number of women abandon the church and any
religicus practice or any interest in faith,

3) A minority group, spcecinlly these women Dbelonging to base
‘éommunit ‘-EUﬁdaQaO)Gl‘:Ndaﬁ O Jeddby e more respon-
sible way t2 be a2 christian and to dintegratce their growing
avarenes8hs women with their faith.

de feel thaot the search of the third group, where wme place our-
selves, negds a more serious theolopical reflecticon and a deeper

sharing of both personal and communal cxperience.,

== :=BUILDING WOMBN=:1-:=-

from the Intornational Presidency Team on Nipgeriza

A "Workchop for Womin" was held during 8 Saturdays, from Lpril -
June, 1980 in Ajesungle, the buge (4 million sopulaticn) slum
area of Lagos, MNigeria. The %0 women who took part came from the
demen's Centre of the Ajepungle Comnunity Project where Joan
Pilworth has worked for the past 4 years,cr frowm the new groups
just coming into being in Jlodi, Amukoko ~nd Maroko wheore living

conditions are similar,., Martha Scorge of the Lages Srail, who

is engaged in a research and educational experimentation program

with women in low-income areas, has becn instrumental in dev

ping the last three groups.
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The Workshop gave the pnrticipanté‘sdmé practical traiﬂihé in
various aspccts of home eccnomies and health care, identified

as most needed in their living circumstances; but, more impor-
tant, it helped the women to reflect on the lives and problems
of their Fellow-women, (Women in these slums on the city peri-
pﬁery are almost all ncewcomers to the city, having been brought
in on marriage by their husbands already settled there. They
are often very isclanted, have no way of articulating their needs
and they loose status because they are unable to make an eco-
nomic contribution to the family as they did in thedr village

or traditional home-town,.) The participants 21so had practice
in how to lead learning sessions with adults,

Ma}tha is continuing to work with all these groups while Theresa
Garuba, also of Lagos Crail, is specially involved with the women

of hMaroko,

from Jaynr = 1India

de organiscd a 'Jomen's Aworeness Program! in which maay women
Erom slums particinated to share with each other their rclc s
wemen and the opmd.méﬁemdar 'O‘Flﬂttwelsc expressed
their ne.d to form a Yomen's Ornanisation to fighbt injustices.
On this occasion we brought out a card to show the contrzst in
the oxpected role 2nd status of a2 woman in Indic and exactly
wbat a Woman's rele can be. I am traanslating tbe cuotation into

Bnpglish?

[lanu S82Y8 esvseas Horking Joman SayS .«

Che should do nothing

independently .
Even in ber own bhouse. I shall drive away the enemy
In childhood subject - To save our poople

to her father, I shan't be ccntent
In youtb to her husband, @with the customary fate
Lnd when her husband is doead, 2f women

to boexr scas. To bewn their heads as slaves.

Ehe should never enjoy
independence ...

Working .Jomen and Toiling .iamcn Unite
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GRAIL RURAL WOII3N'S FLOJBCTS AND WOMEN'S
BMPLOYMENT IN TiIE U.S.4.

from Aﬁril bic Conegbey = 'U.,5.A.

Over the pdast 10 years in the U.0.A., there hss been a dramcotic
incréase in the aumber of women working full cr part—time out-
side tha home, This fact both reflects and repraesents signifi-
cant social change that aiffccts the society as a whole and
individunl woman 2s they seek and hold jobs.

The Grail lural Jomen's Frojects are trying to face both of these
dimensions of women's employment issues. OGince 1676, variocus
Srail members have been working in the =2rea surrounding Grail-
ville to help women prepare for finding or cbanging jobs. We
have speccially focussad on the necds of rural women for employ-
ment because so nany goverament and social programs are designed

for urban pceople, luaving those in rural settings bohind,

Currently, the Srail has sewcral govoerament and church grants to
continue the work., HMaria Buivenvoorden and April (lecConcghoy

together with Mary “indhart as dircector and a number of community

women arce staffiag thg srajecks. - From Scptepber to lovember, we
will run workshEEE"JSiéK;é@)éizLu£§EM;SR@EﬁJ£LJEGL, designed to
tvach women how to reccgnize toedr own skills, abilities, and
values and how to find jobs and/or training that will suit them,
ile expect-ébat

O te 75 women will participate. AlSc we will

5
en & Drop-In Centres in communities around us whore women can

g

come for dinformation about jobs or for help inm the process cof
finding 3obs. Ey next summer, we will have 2 mznual ready that
will give o course oSutline arnd mnteriale for anyone who wants to

work on employment needs with rural’ women,

Over the years oFf the Eural Jomen's Projects, we bave prepared
booklets and reparts about the work., Several »f these might be

specially interesting:

IHew Directicns for RMural jomen

Report pregpared for the World Conference of
the UN Decade for Jomen, 1980

Finnal repovts on 1878 and 1$7¢ projects

here are some statisticse..
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There are 43 million women, both marriced and single, working
sutside the home and reprusenting éore than half of all American
women.  Of these women 16 million have children who are under

18 years of age. DNore than 40% ¢Ff all working women arc theads
of houscholds'! which means that they provide the major source of
income for their families and that others depend on their income,
Another 20% of them are married but their husbands make salarics
that are considered to be less than adcguate in this economy by
the U.S, povernment standards, so these women's incomes are

essential to their families,too.

These social changes for U.5. socciety bave impact oOn U.5. wor-
king people and businesses, on women's roles and expectations,

and on family 1life.

Discriminatiosn againet women in employment is now illegal in the
U.0., but many loag-time patterns and prejudices hold women back,
Of working women, nearly 80% fill jobs that are traditional
women's jobs (sccretary, sales clerk, tcacher, nursc, socizal
worker), and these are rels tivcly lower paying jobs herc. On
the average, WORE da? U&' of. the sala-
ries earncd by Eeghﬁggg? ql,m'»x el;ﬁlfuteﬂr dtecrlmin‘_ttan
in jsb availability and in carnings., Women of racial and ethnic
minority groups usually face double discrimination =zgainst them

as minority persons and as wWomen,

Goverament agencies and women's unions and organizations are
taking actions to change thce ¢mployment situaticon for women,

but progress is slow.

Indiyidual women fecl various dimensions of these chéngea in
their own lives, DMany women work because they enjoy the « -«
challenge =nd productivity of their jobs., Tut more and more
women in the U.S.A. have to work in order to support

themselves or tc make essentinl contributions o family income.

JJlomen often start looking for jobs when they start fecling eco-
nomically pinched becsuse the family income does not mect
family necds or when a crisis like husband's death or divorce
sccurs. Women who have bevn homemakers for many ycars are

frecuently rusty in thedir skills, short on education OT low

self-confidence when they begin job-secking.
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Thesec Ffactors nut thbem at a big disadvantage.

Jomen who cre employed often contiﬁuc to carry the major housce-
‘hold tasks in their Families and the responsibility for the
childéren while they are gone. In escence they bave two jobs --

one ot homz and one away from home.

Jomen's employment is an interesting and crucial arca for bur

Orail work at this time.

S 3 you_woﬁld like copies of the Rural Jomen's Project materials,
please write to: '

Rural Jomen's Projects
Grailville

Loveland, Chio 45140
U.S‘.‘ﬁ.

- :=:=:BUILDINC ©CZRAIL CROUPS:=-:-:-

from the Women's Network - Netherlands

Reading the Tible with women's eyes
Two years ago had ekLnE Efman in the Zospcel of
St. John' at t Qﬁﬂé LHJJI&R was llaria de de

Groot, a poet and; theocleoginn of the Dutch Reformed Church,

Mariz put to us some queetioﬁa which were thought-provoking and
a hélp gor our discussions, cquestions which we thought could be
of help for other pgroups or individuals interested in feminist
theologys IMaybe your ancwér to.one or wore of the questions
could result into o contribution to the next copy of 'Jomen

Fuilding'? »

1. People are often valued and devalued on thé basis of sex.
Does this scem to you in agrecment with the text in
John 10: © and 10.

2, The direct 2ad fully ecual relationsbip betwe.n women and
Jesus (diseciple, deaconcss, apostle, friend) challenges us
to by-pass and to defy age-old teachings,

Which clichés and prejudices regarding women could together
with those teacﬁings disapaear, (Compare John 11: 21-27,
John 4: 7-26, John 12: 3).




Se
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Just imagine this: .

"On this Martha (Jobn 11: 27) and Mary (John 12:3) I will
builé my Church",

What would such 2 Church look like?

The story din John 20 portrays Mary Magdalcen as the first

and great witness, the first apostle, Through tradition

we have learnt to secv Mary Magdalen mainly as the contrite
sinner and the woman from whom seven bevils had becn driven
out, Just forgct for a moment all you learnt and sec what
image and impression she then makes on you in the scene of
the Garden,

a., The family is the foundation of society.

b. "What is there between you and me?" (John 2: 4)

€, "Iy motheor and brothers are they who hear the word of

God and keep it" (Luke 8: 21)
Try to relate these three quotations with one another,
Images and prescntations, myths and symbols often decide our
bchaviour, The myth of sexism (deovaluation of women on the
basis of s aing th ing foctor for conditioning
our beha\rtjfi—jgﬁ C ndarQbFutHFQuman life are
found, )
Lazarus (the revived), Martha (the denconess) and Mary
(the loving onc) became new people through Jesus (John 12)
who overcame the old relationships. In which way would

Christ want to rcnewm us?

Can you think of an image of the néw life you arce secking?

- =3 IMPORTANT INTERMNATIONAL AND NATIONAL CoONFELRBHCES:i-:-

" from L& “roothuizen - Netherlands = 2
: 'L\Jrr E\ ){ EEGJ

Copenhagen

I

am sure the media have informed you 2bsut the events so I

only want to give you som. impressions and sug egstions,.

411l of us painfully felt the many toncions in the world of today,

conflicts among pcoples 2nd nntions, sufiering becausc of ex-

ploitation, dnjustice, disccrimination and poverty, to meation
only some bbints.
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Qur solidarity has becen challenged _and I hope that after the
many worde and papers this expericence will be translated into -

deceds.

There were two types of meetings:

— the Conference - in the Eeild Centre - where approximately
140 government delcecgations and several non-~governmental (u.d.o.)
like UFER were preseét.

- the Forum - an altefnative meeting where N.G.0O's and in fact

every interested person could participate. The only thing to

do was to give your name, background and country, and you re-

ceived the obliged identity card, which you had to carry in 2

visible way. Around 8000 persons participated! The mectings

were in an immenée university building and other institutions’
of learning ncarby, UTER delogates could go to the Confcrence

and to the Forum; for e¢ach event there was a different ticket!

4 newspaper with the program was daily available and on the first
day we alrecady knew what the Férum_had planncd. There were dgys
with something like 1080 workshceps, panels and other mectings
planned so you Fmdwéﬂ@w dargce F‘.{ﬂ{urel was in the
Forum the whole day and participatod in two workshops, organised
by two differcent ecumenical women's groups, about the situation
of migrant women in différent parts of the world., For me it was
a stimulatinz and very inspiring day. The Forum was & credative
and more: frec ovent and I think this was so becausce there was
less political pressure, articipants did not come with answers
in line with their country's politics... but in spite of that,

politics werc not totally aobsent from the Forum.

In the Conference we had plaznary mectings and committeos. Only
sovernmental delegates could speak, propose changes in content
and formulation of th¢ action pl‘n. And thmy did? ry £OCONESC.as s
it was sometimes an e¢ndless chain of 1ntﬁrvhntton3, Gtate”ents,
etc. Thzy went on 13 full meeting days and on thc last night
July 30—31 till %,%0 in the morning. At cuch meetings the

sion was felt, causcd by 'Elock TFolitice". The result was:

the plan of action for the coming Ffive ycars was accepted by

g4 countries‘ 22 countrics abstained and 4 countries voted a

\.<.b
o unanhd

3 cn lf’*

a’
Now it w1l; te discussed at the next U,N, sessionl! ;ﬁ
o 1
- ':1'

S
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N.G.0.'s could not speak 2t the Confercrnce, only during the last
days somc N.5.0.'s witﬁ L-status (ﬂ??ﬂ had F-status) were allowed
to speak Eor some ﬁinutes. Jur contacts and main contribution
happened in the 'corridors' with individual delegates and, of
course, with other N.2.0.'s in the Forum. Our Dutch NeGaeOs |
participants tried to meet daily for half an hour and had the joy
that there could always be some members of the governmental

delcpgation; in this wsy we could cfficiently share experiences,

liow the nation~1l action plan has to be worked out in cach country
according to the situation, nceds and possibilities., 3Bvery
country bas different noceds and I was very much confirmed in

this vision when I received the Grail reactions to my reguest

for information, This oy be the right place to thank thosc

who réSponded: frail teams in Nigeria, Hulheim and round “rail-
ville and Cer Huising in fenya., It wae an inspiration and a

belp to receive your papers, Thanks a lot!

Jherever we are, the job for everyonc now is to goet our Covern-
ment's 'iJorld Action Flaan', Bven if our ccuntry = ldiks Holland -
abstained from frﬂj “Eﬁje 'Cﬁir. Eﬂij which wi;lmhelp
our thinking abjfg]local actigzgﬂ Then?ﬁzE:COurEg? we must find
out how the national plan of our countries will be composed.
Involved Zrail people will have to know this in order to be able
to contribute and accelerate the process of translating the plan

into degzds,

In small Holland a 'small' c¢cumenical :roup - 14 women who have
participated as 11,G.0.'s - met two weeks ago and will do this
regularly., ‘le ¢all oursclves a 'support group'. On Auguct 30,
Dutch participants had a long mceting with our Jecretary of
State for 3mancipation. e cauld.excﬁange our experiences and
express our wishes. e sholl go on in this way, It is difficult
to cay how ouer nationzl plan will be. Apart from the aspects of
education, health and work for all women, I think that we will
give special atteﬁtion to the situation of migrant women who

have come, mainly for economic reasons, to our country. We will

try to share with them anh, together with them, discover the

way how they ond their families can Uenefit €rom the natiocnal

plan,
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i'd 1ike to close by telling you that the Churcbes in Copenhagen
had provided uscful information in small folders. One evening
we had an ccumenical prayer service in 2 beautiful o1d Lutheran
Church, It was led by the woman minister, who bad becn a

missionary in India before.

It was an inspiration 2and an cncouragement to> mect women from
India, Tanzania, U.S.A., South Africa, ctc. and from the jlorld
Council of Churches who told uz how they had met the Grail and

admired the work done¢ by our people. Alleluial

T hope you will now begin to find out what can be done in your
situation, get the world plan and dincuire about the national
program, 7Then everyone canICOOPerate in her own situation to
work in a2 concrete way, with 2ll our 'sisters' niar and far, to
become free and convinced partiecipants in the building of 2
batter worlé for all,

from Marita Estor - Geérmany

Y W ®w @
Copenhsgen = 2 delegate's view . éﬁj ‘
In the very begiFﬁj?T %*b‘(SiﬁrcﬁarfoTEtthﬁﬁjcn Gechaeffler,

D& Croothuizen and myselP met with lMaria de Lourdes Fintasilgo,

who shared ber views on cquality at the Forum. Just about a

year ago Mariz as newly appointed Prime Minister of Portugal

had shared her hopes with us at the “encral iLssembly. Ohe now
shared her experiences 28 a womon in a poverament offices It's

a man'a.world still and in Copenhagen, during the Conference,

in our work in the German Goverament Delegation, we felt conti-
nually that the men were controlling the ipsuea, setting the tong
and determining the rules, Por me it wmas a great source of
strength to meet Bileen and D& and to experience our roots, our

task and solidarity in the Crail,

Under the glzss-covered Della Centre, all the issuec of a worlad
struggling and longing for peace were present. domen os the

ones who carry most of the suffering and burden were the topic,
the focal point, not a marginal issue, DIut still thedir voices

were not always their own. Somebody called the Conference

"a man's conference in woman's garb". All the iscues and worg€.eie

men fight about in 21l UN-Conferences were there. S

Y (1 1
Z
“%.
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Wbether the word 'Ziondism! should Qe introduced into the orld
Program of Action as an ecuivalent oppression 2long with colo-
niclism, imperialism, racism, aparthcid - cuch topics absorbed
energy, tim: and attention which were withdrawn from the women's
concrete concerns like water supply, basic nceds, primary boealth
care. On the other hand; the women from tbe Thirld Jorld rea-
lized that political and gconomic dependence are tho primary
causes of their problems, I think this was the rcason way they
supported the cause of the Palestinians. For mc as a member of
the German delegation bowever, this was deeply wounding, because
without the Holocaust of Miliions of Jewish People by a Zerman
Zovernment, thie problem could be quite dilfcerent. However,
seeins the hatred of the Palestinizns and the self-justificaticon

of the Israelis - how can there ever bec peace?

.4 brilliant young feminist sarliomentarian from Hew Zealand
pluaded that the word 'sexism' should alsc be inserted as an evil
to be condemned like racism., This wns stronpgly rejected by most
of the men, the socizlist countries and the countrics of the
Third Wdorld. Jdgs it Geen ns threat?. The men guickly turned

to iscues they E\l’ﬁlerld;m%q CHI aﬂlartQaqugot:uch them as
sersons., The representatives of the socialist countries in any
case firmly believed that they had achieved equality. Tossibly
the Thirld iJorld countries thought that this emphasis could divert

ths energies needed in thzir common struggle of men and women.~

And yet.there was a decp solidarity among the women with regarc
to their conceras., Resolutions that dealt with pristitution,
women in extreme poverty, battered women, c¢lderly women or dis-
abled wam?n were carried by consensus, The Jorld FProgram of
Action puts forward concrete measures in the ficlds of employ-

ment, oeducation and health.

Will there be 2 change in the situation of women during the
second half of the Decade (1580 - 1686)? I think we as “rail
ghould study carefully thé Jorld Program of Action and place
our own efforts within this main stream of wonen's strugsgle for

develosment, ecuality and peace. lJe can briag to it our oun

firm hope in Christ's lilLerating death and resurrection,
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Come¢ thoupghts and sug - estions' foro initiating‘
INTBRNATIONAL NHBTJORY. IIBALTHE - JEOLBNESS

The topic could refer to élements likoe:

Realising that

1. HBALTH is deeply connected with a world to be redecmed
(see 1life of Jesus, message)

2, HBALTH - in a more gomprebensive view of the modern world
and development gains momentum increasingly

3e . HBALTHZ - and JYOMAN have moreover o cpecific link, since she

- is life=bearer = child-roaiser = since in her role

-

in the family she stands for 1life and wholengess

- since also to concrete health care woman is
usually the main agent in MIC (Mother-Child-Care),
FPHC (Trimary f¢althb Care). and often also in com-—
munity organisation,

She is the ideal sgoat to build up from grassroot
level all that is connected with health in the
widest sense (physically, food, hygiene, care;
Efychologtcall cch, 5trﬂnpth harmony, creative

clI“ tur/@.y 31'._,59" the
cmont

-~ since more than (0% of nll health care ic prov;—
ded by women,

4, In the ZRLIL (surely nc mere accident) a considerable number
>f members (scee figures froan the 1978 census) are working
«din the health sector, on primary aond secondary level, in
nursing and in nursing education, health education and
promotion of community health organicaticn,

There iz a considerable know=houn and potential just in this
¢levant sector = a thallenge we should nst ignore, PFrom
our missicn as Srail thoere would be certainly a wessage today.

After such a sort of introducticn, one csuld aosk, who is intercs-
ted in sarticipoting, who would voluntegr to serve as communicator
co-orcéinator for certnin regions.

Those indicnting interest could immcdiately suggest areas of
intercst, ideas and sugsestions for the specifie goal of sueh a
network ctce.

Magdalene Oberhoffer,
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Here in Cermany Magdalence Oberhoffor has suggested the launching
of an 'Intecrnational Network Health - Wholcness'. The IFT
would not think,however, in terme of setting up another sepa-
rate Network but rather of having the jomen's lietwork incorpo-
rate the health issue. Many Zrail members are in the field of
boalth 2ad could become enthusiastic about this idca.

What is’ your reaction?

LOONING ALKEAD TO VOL. 2, number 1
the eoditor of the next JOM3 RBUILDING is

Moya Merrick

22 McHatton Strect

—3-- The deadline is Jaauary 15, 1981 <—
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Resi Bokmeicr, a member of the Grail in Sermany working in the
Adult Bducation ic¢ntior of the Tidnceocz of Dolitenturg-Stuttgart,
has written a handbook entitled '[ilir Housfrau?' (Just a house- y
wife?). It 4is a puide for the preparation of Seminirs for house-
wives aimed at awakcning self-realisation. The book, which bas
run into % cditions, contains program outlinecs, materigl for
discusscion and practical hintes on how to organisc,

Les nouveaux féminismes : Cucstion pour les chrétiens? by
Mariz de Lourdes Pintasilgo. LES EDITIONS DU CERF FARIS 1980

In the book we find the texts of five confercances laria gove in
the 'Institut Catholicuc' of Paris during Februzry-March 1976

In the first three confercnces Maria reflects on tae implications
of the womzn struggle for liberation, since the sccond half of
the sixties, In the last two confeorences she is decpening out
the cucstion of what the new feminist movements moan for
chrictianity. Nothing better than the titles of the confercaces
will challenge you to read the book:

I 1Leos nouveaux mouvenents de femmes: que veulent-ils?

Ii Lo parole des femmes: quo discnt-elles?

4
p

I PAROLB=ACTION: d¢ lthistoirg dadivisuclle exemplaire
A Itaction colleetive engagée

IV ., La cymbolicue primordiale du christianisme affrontée a :
feminisme contemporain ¢§Mwﬂe
&

v Nes femmes qui font exister 1'Sglise



