OUTLINE FUR STUDY OF WEOMEN'S SITUATION

(frame provided by G.Girardi,
Lisbon, April 1973)

The problem of women's liberation can be approached in different
ways, according toc different basic options. It can be sudied via:

1) an essentislly psychologicel spproach (cultural,etc.)

2) a l"‘f“""““‘l approach (promotion of women within the
system

3) = zevolutionazy political approach (inseparable from a global
transformation of the system)

(Ressemblances to concepts of the "gexusl revolution":
1 < psychological and cultural level

2 - liberal policy (Scandinavian)
3 - as part of a global cultural revolution)

As toc analysis, two steps should be envisaged:
I - analysis of the condition of women;

11 - analysis of th f wo 's, liberation.
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I - Anslysis of the Condition of vWomen
1) Ecenemic snslysis of:
a) the facts of the economic situation:
- of these who work
- of these who do not work

- type of work
« working conditions

b) the relation between the facts and the rgot of the system:
- in the capitalist system
= in the economies which preceeded the capitalist economy

2) Secio-politicel enalvsis of:
@) the situation on the legal level:

- donfezigrity of women on the legal level, in the family, in
society (the head of the house); treatment of women as minors

- Jesgislation relating to gexyslify: contraception; abortion;

1,



adultery; divorce .

b) the practicies of discriminstion:

- going from a formal (legal) equality to s zgal equality,
promotion from a legal status to an actual equality (why
does this situation exist in these countries?)

¢) gepnomic basss for this situation:

- in any system women are "things" that men possess. What are
the intrinsic reasons for this situation in the systems?

d) pelitical bases:

- the guthoriterisn structure of society in relation to the
inferiority of women,

3) Apalysis of cultursl sspecis:

a) the image of womsn sterotypes of the "essence of women", the
"specificity" of women etc.

- image of women as a tool of the dominant ideclogy (both in
capitalist end socialist countries)

b) gducation as e vehicle for transmitting ideclogy on women
(school, family, mass media)
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because they are presented as "exceptions”.
¢) pattezns of behaviour:

- predisposition of women to consider themselves intellectually
inferior and incapable of cultural greation:

- analysis of language (the masculine character of language,
generalizations and semantics)

d) psycho-sexuyal structures:
- structure of the family

- domination relationships
- dependancy of women

4) Analysis of the religious level:
a) women in religions (Islam etc)
b) women in Christianity, the Chuaxch

- sexual discrimination in the Church and its theological
foundations

- the Christian sexual morslity
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1)

2)

3)

4)

- the "masculine" image of‘ﬁnd, the angels,etc

« theology of women

-« the priesthood of women, other "functions" in the Church
and their theological reasons

N.,B, This same analysis should be done in the
context of the situation of women in the
socialist countries., There we should ask:

- What has changed?
« What didn't change?
- Can one speak of a guelitative change?

- Analysis of the Process of Women's Liberation
The history of g$he women's emancipation movements:
- how are they presented historically?

- what are their main tendencies?

- critique of . liberation projects which do not have a revelutiop
ary perspective (because they haven't gone to the root of the

problem )Fu
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Critique of a on a purely psychological or
psychoenalviic level

Critique of a liberal political project
(gaining equality within the system)

Critique of a gpcialigt project which censiders the liberation
of women as ocbvious and does not see the specificity of this
struggle

5) Dbisgtives of women's movements

- relation between women as subjects and the pecple as subjects
- recognition of sclidarity between the forms of domination

6) Opganizetion for women's liberation

- mixed or women's groups
- relations with revolutionery parties

- revolution as @ whole or in secters which have been analysed
taking women as subject.




