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i, Questions raised

2,

In the "spontameous reactions" some points were raised comceraniag
the reality of the Grail as a women's movem at im the present cowdit-
ions of our time, Upinioms are certainly mot umamimous amd here

are some exaaples:

"Is there such & thiag as the role of woman? It seems to be
submerging uander the more gemeral title of Christiaa to such
an extent that it is & subject that is hardly raised, 1 feel
stroagly that evea though woman's role may have beea over-
stressed at one point, it is still esseantial to us and of an
increasingly vital iaterest to womea all over the world,"

"Is the woman an essential element im the Grail or a charactesii
tic steaming from the needs of the particular period of
history whea the Grail came imto being?” )

"We must recomeider our umderstandgag of the Grail as & woman's
movement, *t should provably comtimue to be 20, but the
emphasis on the aufulu and unique rols of woman seems B0
loager appropriate,

"Do womem have a particular spiritual missioa differemt from
men's? What is the C;lu_tu‘icatiu for a movenent of womean?"

In these .E.lénqa%.ég nrlc’lqu.arnt QuF%%Qn Beyord the scope of

& sociological study, they will be dealt with separately.

Cur aim with this study seems to me a fresh aoproach to the status
ard role of women im society, We woan't take for granted that womam
bhas a differeat role from man but wé will try to see if sociology

points out to a specific role, Amd, if so, which are the features

of such a role,

Some referesces

The amount of bibliography ia this field is emormous, I only poimt ou’

here to what secms to me eithew Wﬂ?ﬂn or brisging aey
Rerspectives into ts whole question, y 1 also reaind you of the
bibliography ok pg. 5-6 of the Grail Documentation Sulletim, from

Jaauary 1963,)

A-W
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Practically all the momthly issues of this periodical bave a good
article on woman and work,

B. Dogupents from the U.N, Comuission o» the Status of wopens

These are working documeamts for the yearly sessioas of the
Commission, coveriag practically all the fiellds of the presence



of women in society, from education %o polidics,
C. Bibliography on "iwage and role’s

Friedan, Jetty ~"$he feminine mystique"

krb.' .otc' 1“’

Gossmanp, Elisabeth -"Yas Bild der Frau heute®
Dusseldorf, 1962

Chonbart de Lauwe et alii .
«"“a feume dans la soci#t8 (som image dans
différents milieux sociaux)”
C.N.R,8,,Paris, 1963

UNESCO -"lnages de la femme dans la eobifté (engilte
internationale)” -
Revue _nternmatiomale des Stiemces Sociales,
vol, Xiv,m,1, 1962, 178 pg.

D. Special issuss of periodicals

Femmes 1963 - Perazpectives socialiestes
n, 55,de¢, 1962

La femne dans la

sociét8 moderne - Echanges
B, 58, Nov,1962

Ta temme oSl ClUdar O Futuro

Fai 1361

Ia difficult® d'8tre femme
- document "vie nouvelle"
1964

3. Zossible fislds for research

We certaimly caamnot tackle at omce all the aspects of the presemce and
condition of women im society.~ certain choice is mecessary, 1t seems
to me that there are & few predimimary which could everntually
be comeidered as fields of research ia the first phase of our work,
(Later on, they can be used as "tools” im further research on more cos-
crete aspects,

These prelimanry poikds are the followings
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- Periodicals (like those im D,) and Looks that have appeared sinmce
1960 om differeat aspects of woman wnd society;

- gareful examimation of these publications - to what are they are

pointing out? what kind of questions are they raisiing? what kiad
¢f assunptions do they take for granted?



= 48 it posaible to draw up a sort of profils of the pro
of woman in society? \
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- tie first thiag to do seems to me the anmalysis of the main
argusents of Simome de “eauvoir im her fumdamemtal assertion
that a woman is mot borh as a woman $88 bLut that she becomes o
thegough ti®» influemce of the eaviromaning culturej

- in his chapter ia "Lafemse, mature et vocatioa", Fr, Tilliette
Bakes a reasomably good picture of the influemce of ti® predominan
philosophical tremd ia each time om the umderstanding of the role
of womanj

-~ would it be possible from all this to detect which are the kgp
situations that briag more light iato the comdition of woman
and into her status? would it be her relation to family? her
relatioa to work?

o Amigas of wouan amd her role

- this is a particular aspect of the previous point, but it has
become am automomoms field of research im the last few years
as seen in C,; it is very important to clear up the whole
mechanisn between t!» image and role so that we can easily
uaderstand the dynamism imherent to a sociological comcept of role
at any momeat;

~ ia this very dimamisn is the nouqicommw on the basis of
some thi Qﬂ‘(ﬁf‘ﬂ lution of society?
or is timgﬁo%g satirely mugymry stage? in other -

words, does the image take root imto & well-kmowan reality ?

J

The analysis of the J poiats just mentionmed may give us the mece-
ssary elsments to formulate thea our aad to
situate them iam the adequade sociologi rameworky

- Is it possitle to draw out from the coatemporary
phenomena in society any lines conceraning am eveantual
mature of woman and her role ia the world?

- Do we see emerging from our time any particular
approach of women to life?

« I8 this approach reinforced or made more fruitful
through the associatioa of women?
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Keepiang im mind the kiad of "tools" referred to ia poiat 3,, it
would be good to imvestigate if there is a certain trend or
underlyiag force pushing womea in some particular disectioms,

- what i3 the distribution of tls women labour power
since the begimning of the ceamtury ia the largely



-

:I.nd:;trmuod countriea? which flutuations? because of
wha
- what types of professiomns are most amnd freely chosem by
wonen? what are the real accomplishmentis of women in those
professions? (interesting would be, for imstance, to see
the presence of women among the techmical assistance
experts from the United Natiome Agemcies) _

-~ is there a clear prefereace or tremd from womer 0 certaia
fields? do these fields point out %o & common demomimator
of interests and aptitudes among women? '

- the study of the extreme situatioms would be particularly
enligtening, namely, iam referremce to Soviet Uniom amd
to the new developping countries,

- vhn! has bean the task of women in the civil service?

- what about political life as such? ia the countries where
absclute equality between the sexes has bLeem achieved
iz there any visible tread regardimg the comribution of
women to the political life?

~ what i¢ the iafluence of the feminime vote ia the
orientation of Sentemporary society? (does the femimime
vote tead to preserve certaim values or situations or is
it particularly immovator?)

%qug%m foras of life amd

the presence of woman?

- which are the siguificaat changes in these forme of life?
what is the imterplay betweern these changes and the
image of woman society has?

-~ what is the place of commumily (ismcluding family) in the
atriviag for persomal fulfidment among women?

5. Heaming of the associstbion of womes

e MWW* - study their form, their
purpose, the types of action they are undertakiang; tryiang to
see if there iz anykhing coumon among all of them;

b, wm_:m“ their themes, how they
have developped through tie last nty years (“‘or iastasce,
is there ashifting from the fight for rights to'a more positive

affirmation of women as such amd of their comcera for eaviromaiag
society?)

Ca m&mm:nln_}mx - growiag awaremess of the
existence of such a potexn and its unlimited possibiliy
&

for the shapiag of the world,



