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If this sentence is true, I will hava %o maka up foc #
long period af &ilance end to draw a long, Jlong line of words,..
And yet [ can aey that 1 heve wandezed in the last ywers through
a vast snd unexplored universs of words! Fram the intimacy of
the late~houzs of xeading to the exposure of mess demonnirations,
how many shudes and tonam words hsve takan for @s!... I wish
1 could samzch for them in the sttics ¢f my idemory %o recapturs
ths lusinous sentence remd once and how incorporated in me or
to translats the freshnsss of words heszd 4n & whisper snd
immedistaly coverad with the dust of a million other woxds.

Somotimes | fesl that ! am dissclving wmysalf in words.
O HLINAACAD. CLIOAar o =Ll
@ilence, At other momentu I fepl utterly impoftent %o express
whaet 1 have sean £n sy "explozations® « and ladjourn undefin-
itely the time for ssying sven the simplest things of Llife,

Now that Christ, the Word, is about to be spoken, what
elss can | do but to saarch in the midet of many experiences
of my recent history the concerne and svents that may intacest
you and toc trace with tham the path which is mine in this
cosmon journsy of oura.
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"--. - l"\ﬁn\mt d'a:h‘an hcn“ raremenl de journnl 1
c’est presque foujours plus fard, du fond d'une
_pi'.rt._ol‘t:: d’ inactivite , Qu’il se souvienk , neote,

et e plus Sou vent s’ gtonne. Harguerile Yourcenar
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Though I am not in a pexiod of "inactivity” snd l &m not
& "man of sction® (but rathor & women of ssversl actional), 1
fsel at o loss to tell you in a short way what | have been

doing!




Eyary tise & mEss-oedis man approaches me, trying to
know my "plunu®, it is 304 auze that he will esk if 1 want to
be again Prise Minister op if I am ;Ea-pa;gning' towexds dny
ather office or sven if 1 am u cundidets to eny of the UN postsc-.
Tha cigid hizraschical, patzssreal way of organizing secisty
Xoads inavitebly most poople 10 souute "political involvemant®
with holding "public cffice®.

87 coursa, | zsmain whet ws call = *ookiticel parsonality”
in this countzy. Officially, (I functich aa Advisos ta tha
Prasident, 1 have very good snd rather regular contacty with
the diplomatic Corps, 1 om invelvad in public euenta (ranging
from tho defenas of the mein 20ints in the revigion of the
fonstitution - to be dons during 82 by the Perlismmnt ~ to
intorviews mt impoxtant momante paticnnlly or intarnationallyl.
Thia hes twe eides. The positive one is the ponaibility %o make
connections, %o influencs decisions, and to contribute in one
way or anather to ths betterment of the fortuguess socisty.

The nagativs ons is the amprisonment in siructures, institutions
and ways of heing snd doing which are pureaucretic, préstige~
-~ gsseking, time-consuming and. finelly, zzralevant,

The vexy smbiguity 1| am peinting to would be difficult
to eope with heo ! not ancther way of iocking at things and
of being socielly and politically involved. 1 hsve besn stesdily
committad to what 1 call "the revitalizetion of thes sacisl
farrica™. Since ths baginning af this year Taress and 1 have
bman ini wausd 4n the sx2empt “¢ constatute 3 glatform of sociel
geaupas TR 1N | © (@ V(@ S0 WiV IR (@ IS L) LAttt
after tha 25th April 74. But none af our politicsl institutional
fortaes was able to rscepturs theiz meaning and to trsnslats it
in political thsoxy. WNow, that the populstion is moxe and more
skspticsl ebaut politicel parties, we see in such initiative s
posaipility to contribute to foal dedocracy, sware of the needs
of the poopla.

In this context, = lot of my activity ‘goes in enewaxing
requests of diffezant groups, assncintions, cultutal inetitutions.
| have thus visited many different places in the country and
gutablished therm new contpcts. As 1 as in touch with some
interasring research and cultural institutions sbroed, the
connections sade are a contribution fo cooparation beyond
nstiona) frontiers. Ons of the most rewarding aspecta of this
kind of sctivity is the scqueintance made with mrtists, writers,
intsllectusls, as thia type of cremtivity hes slways hasn o
saurce of wonder to [T H

Palpyiads



|

P
— N e

“And it is not only e woran Anais whea has to speak,
but T whe have Yo speck for ‘mnm‘ women , As 1 discover
mvsd{ y I feel Tam rmeraely ane of many ; (+.)The mute
ones ©f Hie paﬂ' , Hhe inarticulata wha teck refuae
behind werdless R'n'l'u.‘h‘on:j and the women of teday,

all ackions, all copies of men. And L in belween . "

The d't'nr_-l a'{_ Anay: Nie
Vol one ,pq289

Msybe thiu is the best description I can find for my
sttempto in what concerans woman. Huring these last two yoars
1 was *forced™ to think, te apeak, to write sbout women.
snjoyed it jumenselyl To be ia a situatien in which ane has
to speak about oneself and to try to seize whet is happening
in the wide spece whsrs womsn sre becoming... Thia coming
year @ short srticle of mine about women in Portugal will
appesr in the book *Sisterhood is globel®. Because 1 hag to
be concise (hot more than 5 pageal), sose Tundementels of my
thinking sre theze: thn Link bstwsen womun'as movements end the
genazal movement for sucial chenge, the attempts ta assert the
individuality of women in & time whan femainism iz, in practite.
miming the world of men. ("And I in betwesn®.] Haw %o sxpreas
the divessisiiot e ‘S i aie o geo'aM R E | T g o] g8 o Te 5= @ 1

1 have besn involved in lectuzes, telks, interventisne,
asminazs about women's situationu and struggles. ln 1980, 1 hed \

‘the opportunity %o speak to UN-related plstforma, in 1981 J had
public intsxrventions on the ralated issues in Mexico, USA, France,
Gurisve, Jugoalevia.., As I move from one avdisnce to snother, 1
guther experisnces, comssnte, insights snd stmadily end firmly
the intuitions become convictions, the amequaintancas hecompe
friesndly relationmhipa.

Anpther exparisnca of a totally different neture ia' taking
placn in my own countxy. A yser sgo | trisd with u hendful of
woman to ses if thare wes Yanothec” way to be involved in politdcael

action. By now, this attespt has jJecome & true ppacess of N Y ;
consciouanesa-reising at nationsl leuel, After the mestings - , |[| i‘l ‘ :
in 14 of the 18 districte of Portugel held during the first N I?§€ " ,’; :
‘half of this ysaxr, a nstional mmeting taok place in Jund, i M‘-‘” ¥/ <

followsd auzing Uctobsx and Novembsr by thres larye regional “@
mestingn. ‘

The interesting feature about thim is the combination of
the mo#t spacific gquesticns raissd by women and the vapy concrate
political commitment of each one. Tha sccent Tlows from one
agpect to the other snd their interrelstedness become obvious
for everyone. So much so that a faw wesks sgo when a palitical
group decided to ettack my politicel action the tazget it has
chosen was the creation of & ®"wowen's network™!




Last but not lazsat wy (ntarest in the wowen®s movemant
and ideas has lsed me to privilege reading yomen's authura
and thoir lives, mostly those who epetisd up hiew avenush in the
turning of the century snd in whom I racognize some of the
foaturps 1 foungd ip tha first Groll mewbers, Somp women writezs
who Ere olur contamporaciss sre & cantiputus source of inspi-
rasion fo me end sre halping me s lot in Ghaping my own thaught

and in defining my line of actign. _J
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X| b oW cette action de gréce intErisure esl comma
l'unique preuve valable cle lexistence  de la prisence

de Diau: & travars l‘existerce , la pr@sence du den

, quatil t'ar fait; comma Si ce suh de sa main arrachail
& calui Qui neus esk plus cachi que persnne Son

fl veile le plus Bpeds | nows permettant aingi de Paccuaillis ”

louw Andriss-SalomE
Cerruspendence aves Rainer Mari= Efike
1ser , pylio
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Yus, it is this innez Aoux &% rmelity thet changes tha =
csolour of my day-to=day exgrzisnce ! So many peasibilitien A
have been gpen %o me that ! zandot but thank God for His gifta.
In the lsst ysw== [ beve d¢¢ lirstad p Lot of wmy study end
practical Tavel WL KLY (0 Ve SR W1 | (¢ S8HE 0 | &
\dduul‘ growth and historice . evelution - @ sOurce of rancwed
inmighta 4n the demands of «hat it &;-nl the Ward made flesh
in m)s midat, #8 onw of yus, in the shadows of our histozyss.

This hes been slso » pericd of grest puzzlsmsnt in front
of the visible reality of she institutionsl chuzch 3n Portugel
- its submiseion to the vich end powerful, ita loas of asnse
of mission, tha incredible denisl of ite zafson d'Stre. And,
in the vaue wr snex, 1 hed the chence to fasl tha support and
underatending of many Christien compunities in Fosrtugel and
slsewhore,

Aut most of 81l I sm greteful Tor the Grail in it un-
ceasing adventusre, for the wozds esch one iu for me, =ay it be
An & timg ¢f spesking or in & time of silence. | have bsen
the witnsas to tha fect that wheraver or whenever, pgorfg aze
ssid, painfully and tentatively but alwsys with the truth of
ona'e own hsarxt, the ¥gzd hes never feilad. Indeed, "he sacih
opens nnd the hasvene pous the Just™,

May the Word of God becoms flssh todsy in you, in all you
undsrtake, in this world af curs in such nesd of Selvation 1 ’




