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WORLD FLASHES—

May 90

fragmented notes from personal e periences - Mzria de Lourdes Pintasiigo

MOST NEEDED: A POST—COLD WAR AGENDA! This

wase the message that already & year ago the InterAction
Council of Former Heads of Government addressed to the Summit
of the 7 most industrialized countries and to the main leaders
of the world. The events of the lasl months give added weight
to that alert signal. Dramatic sea changes ask for & totaily
new perpective in the world giobal strategy ant goals.

The disappearance of the old antagonism between the two blocks
leaves many peliticians and political analysts emply-handed.
In the conflit over the independence of Lithuania the western
countries have done their wtmost to refrain from any action
which would destabilize the USSR. The Warsaw Pact is a tabou
guestion at this stage. NATCO's nature and contente find,
within its own ranks, contradictory answers. The three insti-
tutions of the EEC are far from speaking the same language.
The way in which decisions were takeh these days about Euro-
pean political union creates again the danger of a two-speed
Europe. The nhew parity of the DM introduce & very impdrtant
factor inte the Eurupean econony. Japan's monetary imbalance
in the last weeks throws a shadow in the economically beaning
P_ac.if'ic =1 s

Meanwhile the poor of the world become poorer every day.

T1en't the world ready for & global post celd war agenda, names
1y for a set of priorities where food, health, shelter anc
education would be taken as seriously as tanks, wWeapons,
missiles durina the cold war® If we are not able to help
through our very simple day-to-day work in the collective task
of designing a grand strategy of survival for our fellow men
and women, what are we doing at this juncture of time?

“AT THE CONTINENTAL LEVEL, AFRICA M
COMMENCE WITH TS OWN THINKING

uUsT
AND

PERESTROIKA ', said General Obasanjo, former Head of Etate

of Nigeria, at the inaugural sessicn of the meeting convenea
jointly by the "Africa Leadership Forum” and the OECD, 1n
Paris, 17/18 th April. The meeting focussed on "The impact of
change in Eastern Eurcpe on Africa". Gen.Obasanjo stressed
that there ie “a large number of often economically unviable
States”. Hence the need for regional integration and his
proposal "to convene a Conference on Security and Cooperation

in Africa® (CSCA).
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“Si nous voulons des preuves avant d'agir nous n'arriverons jamais & l’action. 1
v & un caractére irrationne! et violent de toute décision o, si c’est l'intelligence
qui propose, c'est la volonté qui dispose: le créateur franchit d’un bond cet abime
vertigineux Qqui s€pare savoir et pouvoir; le héros agit Immédiatement par la

puissance rayonhnante et convertissante de son étre, et non point [a
convaincante de son verbe."
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“THE TOTAL COLLAPSE OF T SYSTEM" — These
are the clear words of Canadian engineer Hortense Michaud-
Lalanne to diagnose the situation of the technico-economico-
political ideology governing the whole world. In a paper
entitled "Energy, Power and Superman” which she submitted to
the Parliament of Canada on behalf of the Advisory Committee
for Energy Options she makes a breakthrough in the much needed
formulation of the basic problem of eneray.
she acknowledges that:

"Rillions of taxpayers' money are being channelled right now,
in the name of development, to accelerate the total collapse
of the system, reflecting our Superman aspirations to
1imitless power."”

And as the general public is not moved by statistics, she
decides to express, by Very simple equations, our energy
consumption in slave-years! Well, taking North America’s
annua) energy consumption she arrives at the staggering figure
of 25 (yes, twenty-five!) billion slave-years! And she

“ explains why she uses that comparison:

“1t 3ie to show the parallel between the promoters and the
beneficiaries of our throwaway civilization, and yesterday’s
champions of slavery."”

TIN 89 CHINA BURNT 1 BILLION TONS O
COAL T — Thaiays fafey Fipcore znswer T Song Jian, one of the
5 members Of Lme Sualé 8@ 0 ER5(401A0 BF the Chinese
commission for Science and Technology) when 1 asked him about
the paradox of China's policy, namely to cooperate 1in the
solution of the major environmental problems (among them the
Cc02 emission) and, at the same time, to make plans to build
200 coal-based power stations. (This happened during the
meeting of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology
for Development, held in China, the 1/10th April.)He said that
the scientists are very concerned with this problem and that
they envisage 3 types of solutions: hydroelectric energy,
nuclear energy as a transition” and alternative renewable
sources of energy. A few months ago in Montreal a professor
from Princeton had assured us, at a high-level expert meeting
convened by InterAction Council and chaired by Trudeau that
in a period between 5 to 10 years photovoltaics will be
feasible. But meanwhile... what would you say to the Chinese
with 23% of the world populatieon and 7% of 1te arable 1and??

"WOMEN ARE INTERESTED IN THE REAL LIFE
OF PEOPLE", said Tatiana Zaslavskaya, the political
economist who 1s among the current advisors of Gorbachev.

"Le courage est une science, la science des choses redoutables.

Le courage est, par rapport aux choses redoutables, uneé énergle juste, sage et
prudente. Pour avoir du courage il est nécessaire d'avoir peur.

C'est la peur reniée, c’est la peur reprimée et supprimée, c'est la peur surmontée,
et non point |'absence de peur qui faitfe courage: car si Ja peur inexistante est
aphobie ou impavidite, la peur refoulée fonde seule un courage positif.”
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They are pecple whe understood a key point of Christianity -
the more one is mystical, the more one 1s practical; the more
one is for God the more one is for humankind, serving the
others, getting the hands dirty if necessary in order te help
those who are 1n need’ .

“WHAT TIME IS IT" - This 1s the title of a new film
produced by Ettore Sccla. A father. €0 years old, and his
30 years old eon, spent a whole day together. Each desires to
do whatever will be agreeable to the other. and, yei, every
time, there is a dissonance, a failure, two different wave-
lengths.,

There is more in it than the distance between two generations.
As the critics say, this simple film “reveals treasures of
modesty and lucidity; it awakes 1in everyone the secret pa1n
of all moments of affection we were not able to cope with”
There is also the poignant truth that we are never able "to
plot” happinese for another person. A film without acticn but
filled with a continuous attempt to dialogue. And every time
grand-father's watch giving pretext to underiine the time that
goes by, the time Tost.., the time of all childhood for a
glimpse recaptured but "it s always too late in the watch
of tenderness”... And aga1n and again not & guestion but a
statement: “What time is it", "Che hora €"...

EUROPEAN =ITACIACA0 1A O - HLITINO: s e
magazines as the new context for Tife and work of hew
generations. The change that is taking place under our eyes
is breathtaking. Any project that emerges: in the worldé of
affairs, of the scientific community, ef Universities, of
tourism, of theatre,is conceived from the start as an Eurcpean
project. The European youth realizes that the future demands
of them to know two languages besides their own. The cultural
conseguences are far from being fully understood. One that
fascinates me is the necessary cosmopolitan nature of our
cities and the new perspectives they offer to 1ive beyond our
own mental boundaries!

THE BILL ON THE RIGHT OF ABODE IN UK has
been lately the most discussed auestion in Hong-Kong and
Macao. It raises once again the problem about the nature of
laws: ecan they have a psychological _goal besides the
regulatory effect they obviously Tead ‘tc? The gquestions
emerging in Asia in this regard are not very far from the much
debated gquestion of immigraticon in Eurocpe. What are the
cultural implications of the new migrations of our time?

“Le ccurage, comme il brave tous les Ailleurs de l'espace, accélere tous les Ensuite
et Plus tard de la durée,”

- Viadimir Janklélévitch
in "Les vertus et 'amour”



