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civitas

associacdo para a defesa e a promogdo dos direitos dos cidaddos

Agradecemos o testemunho da sua presenga junto ao Arco da Rua Augusta:

PROGRAMA 17 DE OUTUBRO, 1998

DIA MUNDIAL PARA A ERRADICACAQ DA POBREZA

11b-12h - Animagao Cultural.

12:30h - Mensagem do Senhor Presidente da Republica.

12:40h - Saudaciio 2 Declaragdo Universal dos Direitos Humanos por Dr* Maria
Barroso Soares, primeira signatdria da petigdo 4 ONU para proclamagdo do Dia 17 de
Outubro, como Dia Mundial para a Erradicagfio da Pobreza.

12:45h - Saudagio & Declaragio Universal dos Direitos Humanos pelas Camaras
Municipais presentes nas reunides da Comisséio Organizadora: Amadora®, Cascais*,
Qeiras, Setubal.

13:00h - Testemunho A.T.D. Quart Monde ¢ Caritas de Tomar.

13:15h - Saudagfio 4 Declaragdo Universal dos Uireiios Humanos pela CGTP. e
UGT.

13:25 - Poemas - Intervengio Teatro Nacional D. Maria.

13:35h - Testemunhos CESIS e CIVITAS.

13:45h - Saudagio 2 Declaragiio Universal dos Direitos Humanos pelas Comunidades
Israelita, Catélica e Protestante.

14:00h - Encerramento Cimara Municipal de Lisboa.

* Nio confirmado.

CIVITAS - Fillada na Federacéo Internacional dos Direitos Humanos (FIDH) * Instiluicdo de Ulilidade
Publica
Ruc de S. Margal, 77 - 1200 LISBOA - PORTUGAL * TEL: 342 45 28 * FAX: :;M? 5404 " N.P.C.: 502 317 809
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* combating exclusion;

* job creation and income maintenance;

* advocating health care;

* sustainable development through gender equity

and family life.

Other themes essential to the report such as the call for a new social contract or the issue of
finding the means to finance internationally agreed programmes, and others, were considered
being "diagonal", which means that they could come up at any time in any of the working

groups.

Because of the intensive use of all larger rooms available on the campus during the academic
year, the only date possible seemed to be the vacation time : a tentative date for January was
set, on the condition that the preparation committee would be able to establish the necessary
contacts in time. It appeared soon thereafter that this first date had to be abandoned and that the
Easter vacation had to be considered.

The very delay seemed to have relaxed the intensity of the preparation that would have been
necessary to pull off the event in time.

A personal element compl|éatedthe sicpatation : (e Depury Bedil | il ¢harge of the preparation,
left the university in order to live abroad. However, before leaving she made sure to find a
solution for the seminar. Not only did she set new dates (June 11, 12, 13, 1998), she also found
the capable people to replace her. Dr Patricia Y. Anderson and Professor Chukwudum Uche in
the Department of Sociology were willing to lead the preparation and to look out for a person
who would coordinate the meeting (Mr Sheldon Neufville). In this way the Centre for
Population, Community and Social Change, founded by Dr Anderson, became the active
organiser of the seminar.

The Caribbean orientation of the event that seemed clearly an immense enrichment to the
concept of these seminars launched by the Independent Commission had a shadow side : the
whole preparation became entirely dependent on the activity, rythm and choices of the local
committee. As time was running out, consultation was minimal.

The actual preparation and organisation started late, so that some aspects of the conference,

however brilliantly set up and led, showed the last-minute nature of its preparation.
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