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The following is the [ull fext
of Beijing Declaration:

1. We, the Governments, par-
ticipating in the Fourth World
Conference on Women,

2. Gathered here in Beijing, in
September 1995, the yearof the
fiftieth anniversary of the found-
ing of the United Nations,

3. Determined to advance the
goals of equality, development
and peace for-all women every-
where in the interest of all hu-
manity,

4. Acknowledging the voices
of all women everywhere and
taking note of the diversity of
women and their roles and cir-
cumstances, honouring the
women who paved the way and
inspired by the hope present in
the world’s youth,

5. Recognize that the status of
women has advanced in some
important respects in the past
decade butthat progress has been
uneven, inequalities between
women and men have persisted
and major obstacles remain,
with serious consequences for
the well-being of all people,

6. Alsorecognize that this situ-
ation is exacerbated by the in-
creasing poverty that is affect-
ing the lives of the majority of
the world's people, in particu-
lar women and children, with
origins in both the national and
international domains,

- 7. Dedicate ourselves unre-
" servedly to addressing these
-constraints and obstacles and
thus enhancing further the ad-
vancement and empowerment
of women all over the world,
and agree that this requires ur-
gentaction in the spiritof deter-
mination, hope, co-operation
and solidarity, now and to carry
us forward into the next cen-
tury,
We reaffirm our commitment
to:

8. The equal rights and inher-
ent human dignity of women
and menand other purposes and
principles enshrined in the Char-
ter of the United Nations, to the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights and other interna-
tional human rights instruments,
-in particular the Convention on
the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women
and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child as well as
the Declaration on Elimination
of Violence against Women and
the Declaration on the Right to
Development;

9. Ensure the full implemen-
tation of the human rights of
women and of the girl child as
an inalienable, integral and in-
divisible part of all humanrights
and fundamental freedoms;

10. Build on consensus and
progress made at previous
United Nations conferences and

suminils — on women in
Nairobi in 1985, on children
in New York in 1990, on en-
vironment and development
in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, on
human rights in Vienna in
1993, on population and de-
velopment in Cairo in 1994
and on social development in
Copenhagenin 1995 with the
objectives of achieving equal-
ity, development and peace;

11. Achieve the full and ef-
fective implementation of the
Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advance-
ment of Women,;

12. The empowerment and
advancement of women, in-
cluding the right to lreedom
of thought, conscience, reli-
gion and belief, thus contrib-
uting to the moral, ethical,
spiritualand intellectual needs
of women and men, individu-
ally orin community with oth-
ers and thereby guaranteeing
them the possibility of realiz-
ing their full potential in soci-
ety and shaping their lives in
accordance with their own
aspirations.

We are convinced that:

13. Women'sempowerment
and their full participation on
the basis of equality in all
spheres of society, including
participation in the decision-
making process and access to
power, are fundamental for
the achievement.of equality,
development and peace;

14. Women's rights are hu-
man righits;

Declaration

19. It is essential to design,
implement and monitor, with
the full participation of
women, cllective, clficient
and mutually reinforcing gen-
der-sensitive policies and
programnics, including devel-
opment  policies  and
programmes, at all levels that
will foster the empowerment
and advancement of women;

20. The participation and
contribution of all actors of
civil society, particularly
women's groups and networks
and other non-governmental
organizations and comimu-
nity-based organizations, with
full respeet for their au-
tonomy, in cooperation with
Governments, are important
to the effective implementa-
tionand follow-up of the Plat-
form for Action;

21. The implementation of
the Platform for Action re-
quires commitment from Gov-
ermments and the international
community. By making na-
tional and international com-
mitments for action, includ-
ing those made at the Confer-
cncee, GOVEHII‘I‘ICH[h ‘l.l'ld []1{3
international community rec-
ognize the need to take prior-
ity action for the empower-
ment and advancement of
women.

We are determined to:

22. Intensify efforts and ac-
tions to achieve the goals of
the Nairobi Forward-looking
Slmlcgi_cs for the Advance-
ment of Women by the end of

education, literacy and train-
ing, and primary health care
for girls and women;

28. Take posilive steps lo
ensure peace for the advance-
ment of women and, recog-
nizing the leading role that
women have played in the
peace movement, work ac-
tively towards general and
complete disarmament under
strict and effective intera-
tional control, and support
negotiations on the conclu-
sion, without delay, of a uni-
versal and multilaterally and
effectively verifiablecompre-
hensivenuclear-test-ban trealy
which contributes to nuclear
disarmament and the preven-
tion of the proliferation of
nuclear weapons in.all its as-
pects;

29. Preventand eliminateall
forms of violence against
women and girls;

30. Ensure ¢qual dccess o
andequal treatment of women
and men in education and
health care and enhance
women's sexual and repro-
ductive health as well as edu-
cation;

31, Promote and protect all
human rights of women and
pirls;

32. Intensily efforts to en-
sure equal enjoyment of all
human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms for all women
and girls who face multiple
barriers 1o theirempowerment
and advancement bccause {}f
such facters as their race,
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equal sharing of responsibili-
ties for the family by men and
women, and a harmonious
partnership between them are
critical to theirwell-being and
thatof their families as well as
to the consolidation of de-
mocracy;

16. Eradication of poverty
based on sustained economic
growth, social development,
environmental protection and
social justice requires the in-
volvement of women in cco-
nomic and social development
and equal opportunities and
the full and equal participa-
tion of women and men as
agents and beneficiaries of
people-centred sustainable
development,

17. The explicitrecognition
and reaffirmation of the right
of all women to control all
aspects of their health, in par-
ticular their own fertility, is
basic to their empowerment;

18. Local, national, regional
and global peace is attainable
and is inextricably linked with
the advancement of women,
who are a fundamental force
for leadership, conflict reso-
lution and the promotion of
lasting peace at all levels;

ment by women and the girl
child of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and
take effective action against
violations of these rights and
freedoms;

24, Take all necessary mea-
surestoeliminate all forms ol
discriminationagainst wornen
and the girl child and remove
all obstacles to gender equal-
ity and the advancement and
CI]I[}U\VCHHCIH of women;

25. Encourage men Lo par-
ticipate fully in all actions
towards equality;

26. Promote women's eco-
nomic independence, includ-
ing employment, and cradi-
cate the persistentand increas-
ing burden of poverty on
women by addressing the
structural causes of poverty
through changes in economic
structures, ensuring equal ac-
cess for all women, including
those in rural areas, as vital
development agents, o pro-
ductive resources, opportuni-
ties and public services;

27.Promote people-centred
sustainable development, in-
cluding sustained economic
growth through the provision
of basic education, life-long

cause they are indigenous
people;

33. Ensure respect for inter-
national law, including hu-
manitarian law, in order to
protect women and girls in
particular;

34, Develop the fullest po-
tential of girls and women of
all ages, ensure their full and
equal participation in build-
ing a better world for all and
enhance their role in the de-
velopment process,

We are determined to:

35. Ensure women's equal
access Lo economic resources
including land, credit, science
and technology, vocational
training, information, com-
munication and markets, as a
means to further the advance-
ment and empowerment of
women and girls, including
through the enhancement of
their capacities to enjoy the
benefits of equal access to
these resources, inter alia,by
means of international coop-
eration;

36. Ensure the success of the
Platform for Action which
will require a strong commit-

ment on the part of Govern-
ments, international organi-
zations and institutions at all
levels. We are deeply con-
vinced that economic devel-
opment, social development
and environmental protection
are interdependent and mutu-
ally reinforcing components
of sustainable development,
which is the framework for
ourcffortstoachieve ahigher
quality of life for all people.
Equitable social development
that recognizes empowering
the poor, particularly women
living in poverty, to utilize
environmental resources
sustainablyisanecessary foun-
dation for sustainable devel-
opment. We also recognize
that broad-based and sustained
economic growth in the con-
text of sustainable develop-
ment is necessary to sustain
social development and so-
cial justice. The success of the

. Platform for Action will also
" require adequate mobilization

of resources at the national
and intemational levels as well
as new and additional re-
sources to the developing
countries from all available
funding mechanisms, includ-
ing multilateral, bilateral and
private sources for the ad-
vancement of women; finan-
cial resources to strengthen
the capacity of national, sub-

_ regional, regional and inter-

national institutions; a com-
mitmenttoequalrights, equal
responsibilities and equal op-
portunities and to the equal
participation of women and
men in all national, regional
and international bodies and
policy-making processes; the
establishment or strengthen-
ing of mechanisms at all lev-
els for accountability to the
world’s women,

37. Ensure also the success
of the Platform for Action in
countries with economies in
transition, which will require
continued international coop-
eration and assistance;

38. We hereby adopt and
commit ourselyes as Govern-
ments to implement the fol-
lowing Platform for Action,
ensuring that a gender per-
spective is reflected in all our
policies and programmes. We
urge the United Nations sys-
tem, regional and interna-
tional financial institutions,
other relevant regional and
international institutions and
all women and men, as well as
non-governmental organiza-
tions, with full respect for their
autonomy, and all sectors of
civil society, in cooperation

~with Governments, to fully

commit themselves and con-
tribute to the implementation
of this Platform for Action.




6 — Salurday September 16, 1997

World Woman

Platform deems 12 areas critical

No 1 worry
is poverty

The Platform for Action
adopted yesterday at the UN
Fourth World Conference on
Women urges all governments
and international institutions to
take concrele actions to imple-
ment all  policies and
programmes aimed at helping
women overcome poverty.

The Platform says that women
are continuously and increas-
ingly burdened with poverty.

The poverty of women is No |
on the Platform’s listof 12 criti-
cal areas of concern,

The 150-page official docu-
ment says that more than 1 bil-
lion people in the world today,
the great majority of whom are
women, live in unacceptable
conditions of poverty. Poverty
occurs in all countries — as
mass poverty in many develop-
ing countries and as pockets of
poverty amidst wealth in devel-
oped countries.

The document cites as the
major cause of poverty the un-
certain global economic climate
accompanied by economic re-
structuring as well as, in certain
countries, persistent,
unmanageable levels of exter-
nal debt and structural adjust-
ment programmes, all types of
conflicts, displacement, of
people, environmental degra-
dation and the gender dispari-
ties in economic power-shar-
ing.

In order to help women over-
come poverty, all governments
should review and modify, with
the full and equal participation
of women, macro-economic and
social policies.

All governments should ana-
lyze, from a gender perspec-
tive, policies and programines,
and adjust them, as appropri-
ate, to promote more equitable
distribution of productive as-
sets, wealth, opportunities, in-
come and services; pursuc and
implement sound and stable
macro-cconomic and sectoral
policies; and introduce mea-
sures to integrale or reinlegrate
women living in poverty and
socially marginalized women
into productive employment
and the economic mainstream.

The Platform calls on all gov-
ernments to enable women (o
obtain affordable housing and
access lo land, by, among other
things, removing all obstacles
to access, with special empha-
sis on meeting the needs of
women, especially those living
in poverty and female heads of
housechold.,

Governments also arc urged
to formulate and implement
policies and programmes that:
enhance the access of women
who farm or fish to financial,
technical, extension and mar-
keting services; promote house-
hold food security, especially in
rural areas; and, where appro-
priate, encourage the develop-
ment of producer-owned, mar-

kel-based co-operatives.

The Platform appeals lor sup-
port to women in the form of
legal scrvices, legislative and
administrative reforms and
credit.

Multilateral financial and de-
velopment institutions, includ-
ing the World Bank, the Intei-
national Monctary Fund and
regional development institu-
tions, should help provide ser-
vices thal targel poor women
and create an enabling environ-
mentthatallows women to build
and maintain sustainable live-
lihoods.

Equal access
to education

The Platform notes that edu-
cation is a basic human nght
and an essential tool for achiev-
ing the goals of equality, devel-
opment and peace. Non-dis-
criminatory education beneflits
both girls and boys, and thus
ultimaltely contributes to more
equal relationships between
women and met.

The literacy of women is in
important key to improving
health, nutrition and education
in the family and to empower-
ing women to participate in
decision-making in society.

Investing in formal and non-
formal education and training
for girls and women, with its
exceptionally high social and
economic return, has proved lo
be one of the best means of
achieving sustainable develop-
ment and economic growth that
is both sustained and sustain-
able.

Altho E
achiev: ﬁm .
mary education, girls lack full
access to hjgh-qunlily educa-
tion. Science curricula in par-
ticular are gender-biased. More
than two-thirds of the 960 mil-
lion illiterate adults worldwide
are wormen.

The Platform calls on govern-
ments to:

* Ensure by the year 2000 uni-
versal aceess to basic education
and the completion of primary
education by at least 80 per cent
ol primary school-age children;

* Close the gender gap in pri-
mary and secondary school edu-
cition by the year 2005 so as lo
achieve universal primary edu-
cation in all countries before
the year 2015;

* Eliminate gender disparities
in access to all arcas of tertiary
education by ensuring that
women have cqual access to
carcer development, training,
scholarships and fellowships,
and by adopling positive action
when appropriate;

* Reduce the female illiteracy
rate to at least hall'its 1990 level
by 2000, with emphasis on ru-
ral, migrant, refugee and inter-
nally displaced women and
women with disabilitics;

* Develop and implement edu-
cation, lraining and retraining
policies for women, especially
young women and women re-

entering the labour market, to
provide them with skills to meet
the needs ol a changing socio-
economic context and to im-
prove their employment vppor-
tunities;

« Develop non-discriminatory
cducation and training, includ-
ing vocational training, in sci-
ence and technology;

Good health
is essential

The Platformisays women hiave
the right to the highest attain-
able standard of physical and
mental health. This right is vital
to their life and well-being and
their ability to participate in all
arens of public and private life.

Health is a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-
being and not nicrely the ab-
sence of discase or infirmity, the
Platform says. Women's health
involves their emotional, social
and physical well-being, and is
determined by the social, politi-
cal and economic contextof their
lives, as well as by biology.

However, health and well-be-
ing clude the majority of women.
The major barriers to the high-
est attainable standard of health
is inequality, both between men
and women and among women
in different geographical re-
gions, social classes and indig-
enous and ethnic groups.

Actions proposed to govem-
ments include:

* Reaffirm the right to the en-
joyment of the highest altain-
able standards of physical and
mental health, protect and pro-
mole the attainment of this right

Ay Ghlitfar e Eiirg

lion; review existing legislation,
including health legislation, as
well as policies, where neces-
sary, to reflect a commitment to
women's health and to ensure
that they meet the changing roles
and responsibilities of women
wherever they reside;

+ Design and implement gen-
der-sensitive health
programmes, including decen-
tralized health services, that
address the needs of women
throughout their lives;

+ Strengthen  preventive
programmes that address threats
to women's health;

» Undertake gender-sensitive
multisectoral initiatives that
address sexually transmitted
discases, the HIV/AIDS
pandemic and other sexual and
reproductive health issues;

* Promote research and infor-
mation dissemination on
women's health;

« Increase budgetary alloca-
tions for primary health care
and social services, with ad-
equate support forsecondary and
tertiary levels, and give special
attention to the reproductive and
sexual health of girls and
wotnen; priority should be given
to health progranumes in rural
and poor urban areas;

= Establish, as appropriate,
ministerial and inter-ministe-

rial mechanisms, for monitor-
ing the implementation of
women's health policy and
programme reforms, and estab-
lish, as appropriate, high-level
focal points in national plan-
ning authorities responsible for
munuoring to ‘ensure that
women's health concerns are
mainstreamed into government
agencies and programmes.

Violence
and women

The Platform says that vio-
lence against women is an ob-
stacle to the achievement of
cquality, development and
peace, and a presupposition o
raise women's status is to climi-
nate the effect of armed and
other forms of conflicts,

The Platferm says the term
“violence against women”
means any act of gender-based
violence that results in, or is
likely to result in, physical,
sexual or psychological harm or
suffering to women, including
threats of such acts, coercion or
arbitrary deprivation of liberty,
whether occurring in public or
private life.

“Violence against women is
exacerbated by social pressures,
notably the shame of denounc-
ing certain acts that have- been
perpetrated against women,; the
lack of laws that effectively pro-
hibit violence against women;
and the absence of educational
and other means to address the
causes and consequences of vio-
lence. Images in the media of
violence against women, in par-

icular, those that depict rape or

xual slavcry as well as the use
of women and girls as sex ob-
jects, including pornography,
are factors contributing to the
continued prevalence of such
violence.”

To eliminate violence against
women, the Platform urges gov-
ernments to condemn violence
against women; provide women
who are subjected Lo violence
with access to the mechanisms
of justice; enact and enforce leg-
islation against the perpetrators
of pmchccs and acts of woicncc
against women.

It also urges governments to
provide shelters and relief sup-
port for girls and women sub-
jected to violence, as well as
medical, psychological and
other counselling services, and
develop counselling, healing

and support programmes for

girls, adolescents and young
women who have been or are
involved in abusive relation-
ships.

The document urges govern-
ment to raise the awareness of the
responsibility of the media in pro-
moting non-stereotyped images
of women and men, as well as in
eliminating patterns of media pre-
sentation that generates violence,
and encourage those responsible
for media content to establish
professional guidelines and codes
of conduct.

It calls on governments, in-
ternational and non-govern-
mental organizations Lo pro-
mote research, collect data
and compile statistics, relat-
ing to the prevalence of dif-
ferent forms of violence
against women, especially do-
mestic violence.

Governments should con-
sider the ratification and en-
forcement of international
conventions on trafficking in
persons and slavery, develop
educational and training
programmes and policies and
consider enacting legislation
aimed at preventing sex lour-
ism and trafficking, giving
special emphasis to the pro-
tection of young women and
children.

Armed

‘conflicts

The Platforin says that
armed and other types of con-
flicts have not decreased since
the end of the Cold War,

Women and children con-
stitute 80 per cent of the 23
million refugees and of the
26 million displaced persons
in the world.

The Platform points out that
governments and interna-
tional and regional organi-
zations' should increase and
strengthen the participation
of women in national recon-
ciliation processes and re-
construction after all forms
of conflict.

Governments should con-
sider the ratification of or
accession to international
instruments containing pro-
visions relative to the protec-
tion of women and children
in armed conflict.

It also encourages govern-
ments, international organi-
zations and non-governmen-
tal organizations to take all
the necessary steps to ensure
the right of refugee and dis-
placed women to safe and
protected passage as they re-
turn to their homes.

Economic,
political role

The Platform devotes much
space to women's economic
participation and policy-
making power.

On economic participation,
the Platform says that in most
parts of the world, women
are virtually absent from or
arc poorly represented in eco-

- nomic decision-making, in-

cluding the formulation of
financial, monetary, com-
mercial and other cconomic
policies.

(Continued on Puge 7)
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Document calls nations to action

(Continued from Page 6)
Economic structures and poli-
cies have a direct impact on
women'sand men's accesstoeco-
nomic resougces, their economic
power and consequently the ex-
tent of equality between them at
the individual and family levels as
well as in society as a whole.

Governments are urged to:

* Enact and enforce legisla-
tion to puarantee the rights of
women and men to equal pay for
equal work or work of equal
value;

» Adopt and implement laws
against discrimination based on
sex in hiring and promotion, the
extension of employment ben-
efits and social security, and
working conditions;

» Eliminate discriminatory
practices by employers and take
appropriate measures in consid-
eration of women's reproduc-
tive role and functions.

Strengthen
mechanism

Governments and international
organizations should strengthen
state and international mecha-
nisms 10 promote the advance-
ment of women, the Platform
says.

A state mechanism for the ad-
vancement of women has been
established in almost every UN
member state, but these mecha-
nisms are marginalized in na-
tional government structures.

Themechanisms are frequently
hampered by unclear mandates,
lack of adequate staff, training,
data, resources, and support from
national political leadership.

Attheregional and international
levels, mechanisms and institu-
tions to promote the advance-
ment of women encounler simi-
lar problems emanating from a
lack of commitment at the high-
est levels.

A national mechanism for the
improvement of women'’s status
is the central unit co-ordinating
policy within government. Its
main task is to support govern-
ment-wide mainstreaming of a
gender-equality perspectiveinall

policy areas.

On this issue, the major ac-
tions governments and interna-
tional organizations are (o take
include locating the mechanism
at the highest possible level in
the government under the re-
sponsibility of a cabinet minis-
ler.

Such state bodies should have
clearly defined mandates and
authority. Other critical ele-
ments are adequale resources,
and the ability and competence
to influence policy and formu-
late and review legislation,

Governments and the United
Nations should intensify the
collection and analysis of data
related to women,

Improving
position

The Platform notes that the
empowerment of women is a
critical factor in the eradica-
tion of poverty. “Sustainable
development and economic
growth that is both sustained
and sustainable are possible
only throughimproving theeco-
nomic, social, political, legal
and cultural status of women.”

The success of policies and
measures aimed at supporting
orstrengthening the promotion
of gender equality and the im-
provement of the status of
women should be based on the
integration of the gender per-
spective in general policies re-
lating to all spheres of society
as well as the implementation
of positive measures with ad-
equate institutional and finan-
cial support at all levels, the
Platform says.

Media can""

contribute

‘The Platform affirms the po-
tential exists everywhere for
the media to make a [ar greater
contribution to the develop-
ment of women.

All governments and interna-
tional organizations shoulden-

hance the role ol traditional and
modern mass media to promote
the awareness of equality be-
tween women and men effec-
tively.

The continued projection of
negative and degrading images
of women in various mediacom-
munications must be changed.

Print and electronic medin in
most countries do not provide o
balanced picture of women's
diverse lives and contributions
to society ina changing world.

[naddition, violentand degrad-
mgorpormographic media prod-
ucts also negatively affect
womenand their participation in
society.

Toimmediatelychange thesitu-
ation, strategic goals should be
taken, such as increise the par-
ticipationand enhance the access
of women to expression and de-
cision-making inand through the
media and communication tech-
nologies, and to promote a bal-
anced portrayal ol women in the
media,

All governments should sup-
port women's education, train-
ing and employment and ensure
women's equal access to all ar-
cas and levels of the media, and
encourage the development of
cducational and  training
programmes for women,

Governments should also pro-
mote research and implementa-
tion of a strategy of information,
education and communications
with a view to promoting a bal-
anced portrayal of women and
pirls and their roles.

Universal

5‘ htsf.(;ui dar

man rights of women and girls
are aninalienable, indivisible and
integral part of universal human
rights. A full and equitable share
of all human rights and basic
freedoms by women and girls is
a priority for all governments
and the United Nations, and this
is crucial to the advincement of
women.

Governments should:

Waork actively towards ratifi-

cialion or accession lo, and
implementation of, interna-
tional and regional humanrights
treaties;

Ratify oraccedetoand ensure
implementationof the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination
against Women so that univer-
sal ratification of the Conven-
tion can be achieved by 2000;

Developacomprehensive hu-
man  rights  education
])f[)gl’ﬂ.ﬂll’ﬂl’.‘. 10 ['ilis(‘. AdWarcness
among women of their human
rights and among others of
women's human rights;

Take urgent measures Lo
achieve universal ratilication
of, or aceession lo, the Con-
vention on the Rights of the
Child before the end of 1995.

Provide constitutional guar-
anteesand enactappropriate leg-
islation to prohibitdiscrimina-
tion on the basis of sex for all
women and girls;

Take urgent action to combat
and eliminate violence against
wolnen.

Protecting
ecosystem

The Platform calls on all gov-
cruments to involve women in
environmental decision-making
at all levels.

Governments also are o en-
sure the integration of gender
concerns and perspeclives in
policies and programmes for
sustainable development; and
establish or strengthen mecha-
nisms at the national, regional
and international levels to as-
sess the impact of development

andrenyirgnmentai policies on
cRli|ge)

Resource depletion, the deg-
radation of natural systems and
the dangers of polluting sub-
stances have increased markedly
in the past decade.

“The worsening conditions are
destroying fragileecosystems and
displacing communities, espe-
cially women, from productive
aclivities and are an increasing
threat to a safe and healthy envi-
ronment,"” the Platform says.

Take care
of our girls

The Platform appeals for im-
mediate measures by all gov-
ernments to eliminate all kinds
of discrimination against girls
and violation of their rights.

1t sets forth nine strategic goals
for this purpoese, including end-
ing all forms of discrimination
against girls, eliminaling nega-
tive cultural attitudes and ac-
tions against them, abolishing
diserimination in education,
technological development,
hiealth care, nutrition and other
aspects, and stopping violence
against them.

Governments of all nations
should develop and implement
comprehensive policies, plans
of action and programmes for
girls’ survival, protection, de-
velopment and advancement,
eliminate the injustice and ob-
stacles inrelationtoinhertance,
and ensure an equal right to in-
herit, regardless of the sex of the
child.

Govemments should also en-
act laws concerning the mini-
mum legal age of consent and
the minimum age for marriage
and raise the minimum age for
marriage where necessary.

Governments should ensure
universal and equal access (o
and completion of primary edu-
cation by all children and elimi-
nate the gap between girls and
boys.

All governments, international
and non-governmental organi-
zations should provide public
information concerning the re-
moval of discriminatory prac-
tices against girls in food allo-
cation, nutrition and access to
health services, and take all
measures to abolish traditional
practices prejudicial to the
health of children.

Governments should protect
children fromeconomic exploi-
tation and from performing any
work thatis likely to harm or to
interfere with their education,
health or their physical, mental,
spiritual, moral or social devel-
opment. (Xinhua)
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Whenever come to Beijing, g
don’t forget to visit Huaxia Cultural & Martial Centre ¥,

In Huaxia Cultural & Martial Arts Development Centre,
you will see the most brilliant performances by China's
top grade performers: China Acrobatics Troupe, the
Monkey King Troupe of Beijing Peking Opera Theatre
and the Championship Performing Team of the Wus/ue
Department of Beijing Sports University.

In the Centre, you can also enjoy delicious royal
refreshments including famous-brand tea, local flavour
snacks, traditional dried fruits, etc.

Time: 19:30, Monday through Friday

.

Add: The Thealre of China Natlonal Children's Aclivitles
Centre (Guan Yuan). No. 98, Nanxiaojie, Xizhimen,
Beling 100035, Chlpa. ~~~~~ ~~

Tal: (010)3095619, 6037831 ext18

Fax: (010)8332128
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