CHAPTER — YOUNG VOMEN HAVE VERY CLEAR PURPOSES IN LIFE

1. Question n°3 of the enquiry was formulated in the following way:

This question is an open one. Being so broad and vague, it could
be expected that the answers wouldn't lead very far. The first reading,
in fact, seemed to give a rather monotonous, blurred picture of what the
young women “"really liked to do".

However, the analysis of the answers through a set of categories

has helped a pattern to emerge.

The center of their interest appears as focused around three

main areas (which overlap in some cases): career (69), social and
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. CAREER

For the great majority, "to have a career" or “"io pursue my
career" is the all-embracing object of their verbalized projection in
the future.

- Some specify clearly the job:

“fonder un institut ou une école"

"to play musical"

“member of the Embassy staff"

“to study the languages of many countries"

"to become a competent simultaneous interpreter"

"I see myself fairly involved in education"




"to be a writer, an artist of some sort" 42(C)

"to work with children in an institutional setting" 44 (C)
"to become an interpreter" 50(C)
"to sing in a professional choir" 59(E)

"be involved with creative work

-particularly poetry - either publishing

or editing" 61(E)
-work for the UN 62 (E)

- Some connect their work with its gocial finalities; in a explicit way:

"fonder un institut ou upe école" (21)7
“to play musical. Many people will enjoy our play

so find that gentle mind is valuable" 23)7
"I'm very glad if I will be able to

contribute even a little to the human culture" (377

(3)J

"helpful to society ¢...) work" 40)C
"to work with children in a institutiopal setting" (44)C
“creating and engaging in alternative medium

of communication" (45)C
"to become a neurglogist"” (66)C
“"to be a good teacher (...) because good

teaching can change mentalities" (73)C
“"femme d'affaires - changer l'image que la

sociéte donne aux femmes“ 69)C
"I like the way more or less

get in touch with other

people and society in general

having this job (researcher)" (GE
"to sing in professional choir" (59E

“"be involved with creative work



-particularly poetry - either

publishing or editing" 61(E)
"preferably a_socially useful career" 63 (E)
"tout ce qui peut m'aider a mieux

comprendre et conpaitre ce qui m'entoure,

le milieu" - devenir médicin et continuer a

etudier d'autres choses, eg. théologie® 53 (B>

“once I want to have my own consultant's

office, working independent" (75)E
"a good therapist, a occupation

with people who have problems" 100 (E)
“to make a life-time contribution

in the field of computers and education" 6
"eventually live with some children and |

provide for them" 400

S R UNdacE0 Tl dar S Futuro

"to continue studying without losing the

¥ 38(I)
“understand peoples of other countries" 27(J)
"write and communicate and be heard" 45(C)
"non seulement la médecine mais aussi
d'autres choses dont la théologie" 53(E>

- Some define what they want to do as if it were purposeless:

"rush about all over the world" 34 (D)

"really like to travel everywhere" 411



- In some cases the social side of the career is not primarily geared to

a change 1in society but to a strong quality of inter-personal
relationship:

"I like having contact with other people.

Having good relationships is the most

lmportant thing in life". 77 (E)
"have time for intimate friends" 109(B)

- Some qualify their drive to a career as coming from a inner force:

"je voudrais faire quelque chose que je peux

faire avec passion" @2)J
"to have my own job to which

I can dedicate myself

and in which 1 can take pride" 277
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“to develop my creativity' “42)C
"(a career) possibly

demanding in time and effort" (63)E
"étudier et chercher touiours les “porgquoi"" (53)E

“in which ]I can learn

in which I have pleasure to work,
in which I find enough challenges" (79 E
“(nice job) for using my capacities" (7T)E

"I find many things in life attractive.
(...) The main problem is finding time

for all things I want" 77 (E)
"not to be tied down" 102 (E)




