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& Crowning a century oti struggle |
: | | o
A major civilization transformation has occurred throughout the twentieth century: th
evolving empowerment of wowen and the recognition of women’s rights as human rigbts.
This silent transformation has been achieved through a dogged and incessant struggle. Its 4
consequences are bound to change the gender relations and conditlons in each society and |
its impact on nationa‘ and iritatgﬁ'aﬁonal political, economic, politic and soclal Life will be
fundamental in natur?. -
Often the spotlight has been on women as inocent prime victims of conflicts among nations and
of violence within societies and families, Less visible, they have bom the brunt of innumerous | ™
economic and social inegualities within countries and societies, The real extent of the women’s
revolution will manifest itself & higher visibility of women as actors and participants, ¥ ..
_asat leaders in alt walks of socleta) life and the international arena.ﬁ" is will crown the long
“and often frustrating transltion from subordinated status to full human dignity, from staristically

invisible element to a recognized and often pivotal pillar of developmen 3/,@”(..

The stirrings of women' “ﬁnsmf_gipsness during the French and American revolutions did not
achieve many results._@%men*s“stlmggles really gathered momenturn vgith the social problems
caused by the indusgial revolution and the slow growth of women's education in Burope and
North America in thellast quarterof the 19th century. In the wake of the first World War and
the Russiau Revojution gjbincn/g‘ained politieal equality, largaly in the form of voting rights, in
many countries affecied Ly|the wair-| Thoyg!) iispniy)alceptuny since thoy first gained the vote

in any country, they RoW have fhe right to vote in all buf five countries. Many nation states
incorporated the stipulation of social and economic equality in thelr consttutious. This began the
process of women bedoming more "visible" - in the educated professions, the service sector and
the industrial work farce, but loft the "subordinate status” of the majority unchanged. With a
few exceptions, the first wave of the women’s movement was basically carried by the middle
class and focussed on egg ation; The second wave, beginning in the 1960, has been due 0 &
much larger number|0f.3 Omerif};;n higher education, the "vexual re\rolption’, a rovolt against

in family and society.

'double standards’ in]soofal morality and against women’s subordinatio
Two factors gave strangth to its evalution. Women were questioning sq much the conventional
organisation of society, particularly in economy and politics, that, whil fecling excluded from
those ficlds, many wonign asked themselves if the needed change could be brought only by their
co-option into the system.. The women's movement in the North became fragmented: many
women conducted th Ilgggufggia*bu the basis of rights while others sought to bring about societal
change in key areas.| "7 :

The experience of the’South reinforced some dimensions of the struggle. The impact of
industrielization, urbagiZition and population growth on women was similar to that experienced
in the industrialized chl.;ntries 9f the 19th century. The level of consciousness, the emergence
of successive generations of wormen at the forefront of knowledge, and|the growing aumbers of

women with enough!édiscation to investigate the conditions, aspirations and perspectives anong
the poor gave an im p’tilse' to the nead for a change in societal patterns that had 2 great influence
B Y
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on the agenda of the wmen'é global movement. |

| |

o B A T e |
The adoption of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimunation against Women (CEDAW),
adapted by the United Natlons Geleral Assembly in 1980 precipitated thél: gathering of data on
the status of women ir] many countries of the Nerth and South alike. ‘
The emergence of new pﬁi‘spc«:lives from women's organizations and groups on the national as
well as the global levels wag driyan by & changing consciousness and a }stmggle for solidarity
across class, race, religiotl and n‘ﬁv'éonality. Other factors contributed to tq'is process: the growth
of women studies in many universities throughout the world and burgeoning networks allowing
a cross-fertilisation of deas, tactics, approaches and strategies; the acﬁvs‘role played by women

.

in strugeles for demograoy and against oppressive regimes in Latin America, Africa and Asia.
The United Nations coriferences gn women and other developmental and socio-economic issues
held over the Jast twenty years’have helped to heighten the vlsibmq'; and role, plight wud
potential of women on the {nternational scene. They exposed a hitherto ynknown dimension of
development, namely!the marginallzation and systemic discrimination against women and their
deprivation all over the world, and created 2 momeatum for change. ‘

While the election of wonien to'political office - first realised in New Zealand in 1893 -broke
a stubborn taboo prevaiting in democratic systems, their access has nevertheless remained limited
and is only recently growing, elbeit limited to 8 few countries, In cultural life, women have
acquired prominent plasas. . .~ 5

LEER p | ;
nl as 5&._"!‘;1“41@ issuc ~ and not only a token | ference - entered the
t ﬁéf’i‘ltSt’ Jitied Nations Conference on Population and Development, held
;Rotnanja, In the two decades since then the dimensions of the problem

it

The “role" of wom
international debate

have become ever m
women to agrarian
and Rural Developi
caused by a neglect /O]

& complex. Other conferences followed suit, .g. the contribution of rural

fiomies was acknowledged by the World Conference on Agrarian Reform
$ij{1979), The African famincs raiscd the question whether they were also

omen’s toles as primary food producers.

“The events at the Planet Femina tent during the 1991 Rio Summit inflyenced the TGRS ot it
important meeting. The Vienna Conference on Human Rights in 1994 stipulated that "women's
rights are human i 1td:" In 1994 at the UN Conferenca on Population and Development, held
|in Cairo, thousand o] women gave visible support and strength to fhe now widely aoospied
concept of women!s ‘féproductive rights, The documents adopted at the Soclal Summit in
Copenhagen, in 1995, Tade women's empowerment a part of the basic commitment of some 120
neads of government and state. The Copenhagen Social Summit explicitly merged womien’s
rights ns humap rights and the central role of women in socigl development into the concept
of women's empowérment. i ‘ '
In the paralle] NGO fora at each of these global conferences,‘héé'ullia'ums were forgedf’ﬂy the
1980's, a "politically and ideologically less specific form of women's consciousness spreading




s

S

-

L
=]

LN TR R e T S 2 —m gL
NS MRS ER SA L R A TP ST AN W T

i

St —

R

Fax éh‘is par : 33-1-45668253 POP-QUAL-LIFE PARIS
. .

. R FTLIE o A4-D>A4  B9/B1/96  12:S5 Pg:
Fax rogu de : 212 534 8637 | 88/81/96 21:83 Pg: 4
JAN-DZ-193€ 15:22 FROM HANS D'CRVILLE e o1l :ﬁ 1 4SS5 2283 P.24

E i

' |
among the masses of the sex, far beyond anything achieved by the first wave of feminism.
women, as @ group hald bévame a major political force as they had not donc before.

The International ‘Ym‘l of Womep 1975, the Decade of Women 1975-1935 and the strategies
adopted at three women's world cgfiferences sumulated the establishment of national machineries
for strengthening the role and empowerment of women and bringing about & higher degree of
awareness of the overf and cover} bias against women in all fields.

R:elnrorcing the nslbllit}}ﬁi‘ wqﬁen |

Women's existence in qégélé#poliﬁéal terms depends on how visible they are. Most cultures tend
to make women invisi?l%‘“ihc male-dominated society tends to veil women - they are not present
in the news or in the 50¢{o-economic or political analysis or projections.

The hard won, spr q;éﬁjﬂ;ibﬁ;y of women should not be allowed to be veiled again, The
global "trickle-down éffect” of women’s rights, their visibility and participation must be
accelerated and reizﬁ‘p_lfged at all levels to ensure success In their struggle for a better life
for themselves and for others. |

Visibility of women aq_;,qlead;ip a sltuation that goes far beyond eqﬁality of oppertunities,
As other equalities are sideniny, gender equality for all remains a mirage: a few climb the

ladder of success| but t‘:a f;?:p,iieﬂty remains pxcludeds Such a situation of passively accepted
subordination is un weptuu'eh: teruds-of 1ights ahd quallty'of life,

e R !
The recognition of the dignity of all human beings has led to the acknowledgeinent of thelr
equality, Such univers 'f,f;qual&tsy constitutes the central institution of basic human rights.
Inequality, on the ofhef hand, i the negation of human rights. ‘In matters affecting women
"inequality" has oftan been replaced by the softer word "discrimination” which disguises the
denial of women's tights, At thc very least, the wider acceptance and enforcament of the
provisions of the International Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
becomes therefore ciitigal. -

_‘;‘.‘e e
¥ ke

|
he increased visibility of women notwithstanding, an appalling gap b;ll,tween agread principles
and rights of women ofi the one hand and the reality and practice on the other hand persists.
Principles agteed u __'ﬂr';"_ﬁ;lnternaﬂonally and even those codified in national legislations often
remain dead letter 4 or-the international instruments have become meaningless in the face of

numerous reservatioriy gntered ypon ratification.

b g |

R R £,
Taking advantage dﬂ}bﬁ_ visibility momentum, the drive for empowerment must set in,
initially by aiming atjp. realisation of well-defined "plateaus", such as "equal pay for equal
work" (already codified for many years in ILO Convention No. 100).

.i-:z:"- . 5y

et

Equal pay legislat cg}bbuldke adopted and expanded jn all _cou:%tries to incorporate the
| o - 2
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principle of ‘equal p?‘{‘:ﬁr' wdf}f of equal value’. This would allow l_for a re-evaluation of
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women’s professional W ‘pink-cpllar’ occupations, and an inercaso in both pay and status. In
the short term, howeyar, minimum wage legislation may provide a more effective way of
improving incomes for lafge numbers of poorly-paid women. Affirmative action should be
adopted as a policy ntﬁ'the persistent inequallties in woren’s pay and status have been
eliminated. Goals and gime-tables should be developed, implemented and monitored.
Affirmative action n m&hfos mjght include provision of crechos; flexible working honrs;
women's quotas in ent, promotion, training and retraining; and measures to outlaw

i and prosecute sexual| hapassmetit at work.
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i Labour laws should also
4 for domestic and age
W) workers in export-p
i particularly vulnerabl

e __exp%'nded to provide better conditions, benefits and job security '
Aailturaliavorkers, part-time, temporary and home-workers, and
ocessing zones, Woren often predominate among such workers and are
1o pxploiiation and poor working conditions.

Women's productive ctivities often disappear when national censuses are being compiled. This
invisibility has serigus conset tiences for development. A 1989 Food and Agriculture
Organization study f uﬁﬁthat African women made up 80 per cent of the food producers in
some countries, but rpes

oived less than 10 per cent of visits from agricultural advisets.'

Decades of struggle yul]e women's movement has brought a final recognition from the United
Nations that the valus ‘Of their unpaid and invisible work - & global contsibution to the quality
of life canbe Conlpll‘-:i‘}‘é%;;_:fj_;j-"«i';f.ir;n & yedl (% OF th@)tcral Hitidgn(of work - paid and unpaid -

women carry $3% in deve d’plﬁ? countries, and 51% in industrialised countries. Men's share
is thus less in both, [Computing unpaid activitics as merket transactions at prevailing wages,
UNDP’s 1995 Hum __;I}chlopment Report arrived at a figure of USS16 billion annually - i.e.
70% more than the cfficlally estimated USS23 billion. Women’s contribution accounts thus for
nearly three quarlers, " :
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381 paid ;g‘% unpaid work give much wider variations. In the industrialised
‘w0 thirds of their time in paid work and one third in unpaid. For women,
the situation is just @ téverse. In developing countries, more than three quarters of men’s wotk
is in market activities, aith the Jion's share of the income and recognition, though much of these
market activities arg/{hgTesult gf “joint production” - for which women get neither recognition
nor a just share of thF3ficothe.”" i ‘
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s Themforélreséa'rch hQQlﬂ be conducted Into the contribution of women’s unpald work to

e
e B B

famnily and nationa "égbnomiéé « including their work in subsistence agriculture, lvestuck
husbandry, dom ig?'ggk,‘qhﬂd-care, and care for the elderly, sick and disabled, This
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research, which sh l:ﬂ 0 ;‘_.nrj’.{ﬁrﬂte time-use data, should be used in the design of all future
policies. All new deve gpment Initiatives, and economic and soclal policies should be subject

to a gender audit t gs,sgss the effects on women’s quality of life and on Inequalities between
‘men and women. | s 3
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Poverty and lliteracy oontinue to have female faces, differences continue in wages, formal
labour force pnnicipa.;thli;;(w'ithj‘-‘_ nsequent protections of matemity, #hild care and social
security); in access to ¢redit and other economic resources and opportunities; and in political and
administrative bodies. | )

‘The Commission contl;qggy_lth the conclusion of the 1995 Human Development Report

i that "the free world%gf the gconomic, and political processes are unlikely to dellver

i equallty of opportunity,”. ull‘le%or women, the poor or the powerless:. Concrete strategles,

| affirmative action, invesfrient 18 capacity building are all needed to Improve quality of life -

L but to bring about the¢ ‘s_;_'ek;uislt'e political will requires the contmued]_ pressure of women’s
struggles. R :

i The majority of wonzgmme _f'::"_,; citizens of the poorer countries, élassified as deprived,
% backward. About 40% of Women worldwide and especially in the developing world are children
: - below 13. The 1995 quld H‘-‘-al{h Report highlighted the yrim pruspects that face a baby girl

born in one of the least faveloped countries, where one sixth of total global births occur each

5 year. A baby girl borm in 1993 in an LDC will not share the global upward trend in life
expectancy. She can expect to live at most until age 44, if she clears earlier hurdles -2 1in 3
1 chance of being undegw %g“tii&an%malmmished throughout her life - a 1 in 10 prospect of dying
i before age 1, and 1 1 jny gliancsof death before 5 years, In some African countrics nor chanc
o of being vaccinated ahd_l__'g;jo,tac_te;q; e.g. from cholera and tuberculosis, will be less than 1 in 2.
1 Her chances of schoolt ng, - enopgh to read and write - are 1 in 3. She will be ¢hrotically
anaemic, and ovefmarkbal Bubsery witl onlyj.add ta ler problems. Equity demands that the
o siruation of these deprivad tnienis be rmiproved Without delay,™ 5/

g . | el e V.

i The vulnerability of the § irlchild is 2 global and not only a poverty issue any longer. Canada,
i the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway and the United States report sexual abuse during
i childhood and adoles¢énce, An estimated one million are forced into prostitution annually (with
i the largest share possibly In Asia).* |

| a8 |

i i The Commission be 3; : ,';;h}atﬁhe formulation of a comprehensive global action plan for
AT children and adoles¢ents - with-a-special-focus ongirls - will be one critical component to
e redress many prevailing Injustices face by women. Constituent parts for such an action plan
exist already but arg seattered in many International documents. ’Te_v have to be pulled
i together within an % “i-chln“g conceptual framewark fo nrticula_te; e political urgency of
i action. The various|plicles myst recognise the needs of the various age sub-categorles.
4 ‘Such an action plan Will set the stage for the changes thaiare rédily needed. Many laier
i | programme initiati\?"l “fqr ‘women are nothing more than salvage measyres - and salvage is not
i \always possible. Theigyiqence of missed investments and lost opportunity is abundant, Low birth
i || \weight babies, Hliteﬁpf;ﬁnd lagk of primary education, low skills ang! low self reliance, self
5 enial in the family Agpmm@dry, low social confidence and powerlegsness - they are all both
i ause and effect. | !
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The meanjng and lmpucatlons of empowerment i

|
Women have been pmclaimed free and responsible in the very field from which, through

centuries and millenni oj ;ti riarch ﬂemved its domination - the reproductive sector, This | in itself
is & colossal revolution. 3t 15 a turhiing point in the understanding of women, in thelr digmty. as
full human beings, no ﬂeﬁncd anymore by their capacity to procreate,

o |

i But free and responsi 19 dacisioqs are not made in a vacuum - they need a context of social,
i economic and cultural oqglitlons Igﬂwhich freedom and responsibility aoqlnre concrete meaning,
Reproductive rights arfnot aliert 3o social rights, they demand them and cannot be respected
] without them, The central role of women’s rights must be acknowledged and fostered not only
in the reproductive sﬁhe:a but also in all societal processes. The pracess of empowerment
! supposes that not on1}1 ;ights are pmclmmcd but also that social rights are put in the forefront
i of the political agenda, .. l

) f_l "Women’s empowe d%lcal Iﬂpeans to sirengthen women's participation In all aspects of

] economic, social and 'ts based on the linkages betwesn personal libertles (where
L3 no interference or coergion to affect the individual consclence is permissible) with soclal
: : entitlsements (which qeqnfra affh'matwe action and guarantees by public authoritles and
@ law). 2

i Liberties and entitle K have be reciprocal and responsible, to avoid destruction of the
o social base of such quallties; In élsence, rights/entitlements are relaﬁonal} reflecting their social
¢ context, Uncharted, ?n lplted lndmdual liberty results in alienation and isolation of the
individual from sociaty, Fyetispedific righis) paitioulacly foncsmingreproduction, women strive
to have all their rwh s knowlodged to give a framo to all cfforts and to contnbute to the

shaping of life at all | _"e ¥ ! Lall situations, Visibility then will operate at the level of new
14 thinking, new actions, fi38/ 1. ; és |

the knowledge of the
- all levels of life and

i Empowerment is a proo s
g denlal of thewr rights
H undertake action in ord

In the first stage wopen . Poor women, 2¢ross )
cultures, are not fami '.ar thh the languace of nghts but of rcsponsib1ht1es to which they are
soclalized, Exposure 01 8 conc¢pt of rights, and their legitimacy in a given context galvanizes
them into articulating, d! gwly and gradually, their suppressed feelings of {njustice and unfairness
of a social order that Oés not enable them to "put things to nght"

e ey

...,_

Through such & proopss women ‘assume their own identity, value themselves, increase self-
esteem and self-cnnﬁdgnae and ctoss the threshold of fear and feeling of powerlessness 1t does
not transform them 1r£01ndlv1duals because the needs of the collectwcs still remain their prior
responsibilities. Starting from children, and the family, the responsibility embraces easily the
local groups, workplﬁwﬁ, with wmch they can identify and which seems to require some good
management.
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i At-the-second-stage of l;ha empo“ érmcnt process, the analysis of women's situation and of their

practlcal needs wmduauy uncover the structural questions of power by which the discriminated
status is maintained, If Ithls lage is missed, women may benefit from difforent social aspects in

!
{ their lives (e. g better rcp}oductz% health services) without, in fact movmg forward in their
'y empowerment.* e |

i If, however, the proce is followod women discover the deep zoots of thexr discrimination and
A marginalization, They are able to see that part of what happens to them is, in fact, the outcome
i of structural domination gnd of jdeological biases. They can then see that empowerment is

incompatible with the ,ﬂ,ngrading of women expressed in so many different ways. Tiis seis
the stage for joint acti n ,M .

i Once rights are procl me§ 'the procass of empowerment cannot stop. They have to be placed
H in the forefront of th Lpglitlcal agenda. This, in itself, is'a radical change. The women’s
%! movement is not likel to,mthdraw from the challenge it is facing,

ﬂmt‘if mpowerment" may be sloganized witﬂout bemg realized, as
i _,;y other internamma] accepted concepts like * Tzomen s integration”,
b ﬁtc There is even a danger that it may become | ¢ completely devoid of
B I
Why are then so_mafiys "uona,l and. international epthorities ready to agree that women's
empowerment sHoUldIR, noadiaY the bdh{er A the develigimbit proce§s? The only plausible
! reason is a dawning ﬁqbgmuon that women are becoming a political force at both the
: international and nalidugl levels. Even the institutions and strategies oftan criticized by women
. groups are trying to mj.;}gtg genderlsatmn strategies, which generally translate into some
il "women-specific” prof ‘%;s for eopnomic smpowerment of poor women 1n developmg countries -

There is obviously a danfi
it has happened with
“women's participation’
its meaning.

—as
di R

as a response to the |

t]tlng e%idence of "feminization of poverty" trwat women's increasing
}* visibility has brought g |

: I When we speak aboul 8f powermznt we are not targeting some specific Emups of poor women
fed in very difficult situatdons. Of course, if an effort has to be made such groups will receive
i absolute priority. But/|{Hgy have 0 go hand in hand with efforts made at and by other groups in
i.{ra.? society. Women work gsim stration, women in liberal professions, the academia and other
L; i groups in different [j0b _-:a:'td ‘activities -all have to be mobllized for the processes of
{ ; h empowerment. ol :

u In society everybody ":‘ “""'. ofa stmcture, relates and depends upon other people, Even If sniall
] fractions in the whole/(F %0 _liety gre "empowered” and gain 2 sense of action but remain isolated,
i empowerment ¢anno .'mr . ‘T{ie empowerment process can be considered as the access to
et collective identity add Purposé 0f women in our time. Visible and empowered, women will
i have in their hands the tﬁmdan:\eut,al, tools to shape a civilizational change.

E’i R 3.‘ =l ety .

i 'l‘he—(fnﬁﬁﬂiw-—t '?ewngod to build a sense of solldar!ty among women that i
i . |
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historically new, For centuries women have helped each other. In this one century, women have
shown a tremendous ¢ it

rem ty to work together. In order to meet the challenges of the decades
ahead solidarity has to be built 2ctoss the outcome of all empowerment processes.

i T R T~ AT | SR AARGAYR T T e

Women will no longe accapt mere concessions from global ot national power structures,

L Women's organizations which used to view themselves as "non-political” are now involved in
) analyzing the global pqliﬂgzal economy, and prepared to identify, assess End contribute to the
i strategies geared to a sp§§ﬁlf}:ablo improvement of the quality of life, Hence, In the spectrum
N of political power, womgi st 'f_ﬂgb galn & different status and influence in decision-making
; positions. "More of the gjjj;{wpm{do". The very process of c::npp'wunnc:m of wornen iy going

U to change the way wompf {liemselyés exercise power. For women, power is everywhere - from -

home to workplace to| the Cabirigt or Summit mestings, Power based on competition, on
either/or, on dominatiqn gver othérs produces the type of relationships and social conditions
women reject, Women's &1 ' ’ |

0 's £mpowgrment to become real must also lntervene actively to
promote global justice, the resolftion of conflicts by negotiations and iwomen’s "economic
~ and political activism".‘ e ok ‘

: *"/Governments and intkgﬁg_;lonal_ JAgencies must give-meaning to women’s empowerment
2 through a radical shift-in econgmic and financial policies - credit to women's collective
T initiatives, change of interyigtional lending conditions, shift In priorities for national budgets,
gt P R

| If states and internatjofial agencles are consistent with the Tecurring stress on women's
rights, then thelr prioritles have to shift from one-sided, technocratic 'Fconomlc balance to
. policies capable of e afgj&]ﬁg’thg}oeial opportunities for all women to rxercise such rights.

NEL G E

| : Finally, emeWememL;s owe: &

0L ¥ 0Ien ieans, as we flave advocared froughout this report, a totally
new approach to the proplem of population dynamics, a new view of population policles
and necessary changes in the ua
Institutions. . |
The women's movemef ﬁfmov;d out of ifs earlier concerns for specific women issues. It is
now involved in & traf¥ition from the politics of recommendation to the politics “of

jational structures and in the ix‘itema;ttioual agencles and

iy
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participation and par n °IShip - 1o the manugement of nunan soclety, the quality of life and
the fate of future genpfations.
Change will only tak¢“place i women, at all levels, fully aware of thelr rights and
responsibilities, will ex their own convictions collectively, It will be a different voice,
£ B volce that seeks to {n{eErate Nbt to exclude, that provokes ;cq‘ﬁ?ergence not separation,
f that goes beyond abstfat rights towards "lived capacities”, that places "justice” Ju the
r hands of "care". xR
{ S At Kowe e
: |l Given the progress ac [§£ as well as the perspectives opened, 'tha.Conllmmmn feels that we
E__?.- mey be at the edge of 3 : WWQ?,Q which will bring forward tht; :‘;ght and duty of w?m_en to
f bring into the organisatiof of soclety and economics the experience they bring along with their
1k 9
H ;e
i e |
i o W 1




L P T s S R S i U L A

A S P B oy S i A i A A A e 8 A S L TR S S g R A 8L Sy A Al gt e SN =
S e e e g R TR S R o i itadny S S e e iy P R R S A Pl S R e e e T
¢ g a0 = E o Lt e b et S S O SR Y o P

T Y, 1 e b

p—
s i ST

e Ll L

et e e s B St i i g i e

5 i adaiats

o

Sk

TN

B o e L e ot
s

e i P i

B R S e
- "

T T mmm———— TR RS R T i R e e
Fax regu de @ 212 534 8637 38’551’96 21:83 Pg: 18
JAH-28-1955 1%5:27 AROM HRNS D'CRUILLE TS 238! "I": 1 oo - v
| 1S 11 ,;!,__ 1 2%€€£ 0253 P, 10
| (e A
Bl

own culture. Therefor ,"'ﬁjf"meaﬁg'ihould be deployed to support and to utilise the 'view of the
world' the women’s n}eﬁ'pmem brings with it. /-, '

-

Women, by the diversifigd roles they perform, are at the root of sustainable improvement of

quality of life and betwdf the ngéded balance between humanity’s and nature’s needs, Because.

their rights and respon$ibjliyies are, at this juncture of time, deeply intertwined with the survival

;f humankind, womer %Hng forward new values. This is one of the mgin revolutions of our
me. 5

b gcn

IL-

A major clvilization tgﬁr{ﬁiforméﬂon has occurred throughout tﬁe twentieth century: the

evolving empowerme gﬁg_'ﬁom@ and the recognition of women’s rights as human rights,
Its consequences are ol 1

91AG Lo thnuge the gender relations and conditions in each socisty
and its impact on na lg \ a'nd.mtemational political, economic, politic and social Jife will

be fundamental in n4t:

L 4]
B Yo St

The real extent of the ﬁppen's revolution will manifest itself in a higher visibility of women

uy actors and participants, if npt leaders in all walks of socistal life and the international

arena.

| S -
The Copenhagen Secis! Snipmit-sxplieitly merged women’s rights as human rights and the
central role of woine l.__ifa"EOCE&;‘%BYBIGplﬂ&ﬂt futo the coucept ot -women’s empowerment.
L s

r]slbihty of women should not be allowed ti be velled again, The

The hard won, spra_a’rf‘_” Lsibili |
global "trickle-down|éffeet" of ‘Women’s rights, thelr visibllity and participation must be

accelerated and rein ) ed at ﬁﬂ levels to ensure success in thelr ggle fur a Detter life

for themselves and for'gthers. |

Visibility of women a;gtqlead to a situation that goes far beyond equality of opportunities,
As other equalitles are Widening, gender equality for all remains a mirage: a few climb the
ladder of success, bulthe majority remains excluded. Such a situation of passively accepted
subordination is unactgptable ia terms of rights and quality of Hife. i3

s

Taking advantage of 1] g‘__’;ﬂsib}ﬁlty momentum, the drive for 'empo werment must set In,
initfally by aiming a} @ 'yealisation of well-defined "plateaus”,

Equal pay legislatioh’s ou]d b:é':édupted and expanded in all_countﬁes to incorporgfp t;le
principle of ‘equal gay for work of equal value’. Afl firmative dction' should be adopted as
a policy until the pen

jstent tnggualities in women’s pay and status have been eliminated.
Goals and time-tabl

iy

hould be developed, implemented and monjtored. Affirmative actlon

% provislon of creches; flexible working hours; women’s quotas in
?bﬁ +“tralning and retraining; and measures to joutlaw and prosecute

B
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‘ sexual harassment at [\voﬂg,
. | Labour laws should al.so‘_!ge expap‘fded to provide better conditions, benefits and job security
i} for domestic and agricultural workers, part-time, temporary and home-workers, and
warkers in export-processing zones.

-4 Research should be ¢ :gﬁ;‘gtad gto the contribution of women's unpait[’t work to family and
national economies - fuclyding their work in subsistence agriculture, livestock hushandry,
] domestic work, child-tare, and care for the elderly, sick and disabled. This research, which
it should incorporate tie-use data, should be used in the desiga of all future policies, All new
. development initiatives,ayd ecouomic and social policies should be sub{:ct to a gender audit
1 to asscss the effects o

¥ _,ﬁﬁﬁ‘p's_’f_:juality of life and on inequalities betwgen men and women.

[T

The Commission con ;@ with tﬁ’a conclusion of the 1993 Human Development Report 1995
that "the free workings of the ‘economic, and political processes are unlikely to deiiver
equality of opportunity; I_'Télther_-ior women, the poor or the powerless, Concrete strategles,
afflrmative actlon, inyestment in capacity building ave all peeded to improve quaiity of life -

| but to bring about ‘ x uislt Iipguﬂcal will requires the continued pressure of women's
struggles. i S &

,
&
7

The Commission be ewé‘s‘fhatthe formulation of 2 comprehensive global action plan for
i children and adolesesiits - with & special focus on girls - will be one critical component to
i redress many pre:'ailp_!;‘,’;l&ruus;t!;'m face by- women. Copstituent parts for such an uction plan

ol

4 exist already but'are gatlerad o many! interrationel dogumpiits. They have to be pulled
i together within au ovécaithing Fonceptual frarework to articulate ﬂ?e political urgency of
il . action, The various poliles must recognise the needs of the various pge sub-categories.

it "Women's empowerfieAt" as a means to strengthen women’s participation in all aspects of

i economic, social and pb) tlcal lgfals based on the linkages between paé-sonal Iiberties (where

it no Wnterference or cogrdion to gffect the individnal consclence Is permissible) with soclal
é;i? entitlements (which [regy u‘es 'hjﬁrmatlve action and guarantees by public authorities and

:r? lﬂ“’}. PR Ak I

if: The empowerment ;fpm can be considered as the access to collective ideatity and purpose
A of women in our $img, Visible and empowered, women will haye in thelr hands the
1 fundainental tools to shaDe a_fgjrﬂ!zatlonal change,

; The Commission t‘aelsrthe need to bulld a sense of soudaﬁty among women that Is
H) historically new. |-~ s

1 ] s

In the spectrum of_'ﬁp- t{lcal pgfiver. women must also gain a different status and influence
fn decision-making [p6§itions. - L

i Women's empowetﬁ'féit to hgcome real must also intervene actively to promote global
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